
GROOVE ADDICTS

Madison welcomes 
its first music store, 
now open across from 
Town Park. 
SEE PAGE B1

ON DISPLAY

MAGallery opened its 
newest exhibit  
featuring the works of 
Peter Muzyka. 
SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

CONCERT SERIES

Music City comes to 
Madison this Friday, 
featuring local favorite 
Eric Dodd, the first in a 
singer-songwriter series 
coming to the Madison-
Morgan Cultural Cen-
ter’s historic stage. Dodd 
brings four fellow Nash-
ville artists together for 
an intimate concert expe-
rience from 7-10 p.m. For 
more information, visit 
mmcc-arts.org.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The $39 million dollar Georgia De-
partment of Transportation (GDOT) 
widening of U.S. 441 project from Put-
nam County to Morgan County’s Pierce 
Dairy Road continues with the GDOT 
announcing last week that the right hand 
passing lanes north and south of Sev-
en Islands Road have been eradicated.

According to a GDOT press release, 
the lane reduction will remain until the 
project, which will create a four lane 
highway the entire 8 mile stretch from 
Putnam County to inside the Madison 
city limits. Construction on the project 

continues, the release says, and pave-
ment from the passing lanes has been 
removed.

Posted speed limits in the work area 
have dropped to 45 mph, the GDOT says. 
The GDOT is urging motorist driving 
through this construction are to “expect 
the unexpected.”

“It can make the difference between life 
and death. Pay attention, slow down and 
watch for workers,” the release states.

The construction is part of a larger, 
$100 million plan to widen U.S. 441 to 
a four lane highway from Putnam Coun-
ty, through Morgan County and into 

uS 441 losing passing lane during widening project

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Now is the time for Morgan 
County voters to ensure their reg-
istration is valid before the mu-
nicipal elections this November 
and midterm elections arrive in 
2022. The Morgan County elec-
tions board will be performing 
“list maintenance” in which in-
active voters’ registration could 
be revoked.

“We are gearing up to start the 
list maintenance process, putting 
people in inactive status or cancel-
ling registration, depending where 
they are in the system. We are urg-
ing all Morgan County voters to 
make sure their voter registration 
and addresses are up-to-date,” said 
Jennifer Doran, election director 
in Morgan County. “Notices will 
go out to inactive voters to give 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Morgan County’s largest festi-
val is coming back after missing 
last year because of concerns with 
COVID-19.

According to Bostwick City Coun-
cil member and chairperson of the 
Bostwick Cotton Gin Festival, An-
gie Howard, the Cotton Gin Fes-
tival committee in May agreed to 
hold the festival again this year.

Howard said the 2021 festival 
will be held on Oct. 23, breaking 
with the tradition of holding the 
festival the first Saturday in No-
vember. Howard said Oct. 23 is 
an off week for the University of 
Georgia football team and it allows 
the festival to use a parking agen-
cy out of Athens for the more than 
1,000 cars and trucks that travel 
to Bostwick the day of the festival. 
The last festival, in 2019, utilized 
the parking agency and filled the 
Ruark Sod Farm with vehicles for 
the festival. “We want to do that 
again,” said Howard.

She also said the off day for the 
football game will make the clo-
sure of Georgia Highway 83 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. more palatable 
for drivers. During a game day, 
she says, “if we close Highway 83 
traffic is horrible.”

Since Bostwick resident June 
Whittaker started the festival 31 

COTTON GIN FEST 
ON TRACK FOR 2021
After last year’s absence, Morgan County’s 
largest event to be held Oct. 23 this year

Morgan set 
to begin its 
voter purge

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Morgan County election board 
is undergoing an era of significant 
change. Not only are local election 
officials moving into a new office 
this summer and learning the ins 
and outs of the new SB 202 elec-
tion overhaul reform bill, the en-
tire Morgan County election board 
is set to be replaced at the end of 
this month.

“All five members of the elec-
tion board will be removed and 
new members will be appointed 
by our county commissioners, be-
ginning to serve on July 1, 2021,” 
said Jennifer Doran, director of 
Morgan County elections.

The board shakeup is the result 
of a controversial request from the 
Morgan County commissioners, ask-
ing the Georgia State General As-
sembly to grant them the authority 

Election board 
shakeup is 
now underway
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Plans for the Bostwick Cotton Gin Festival are in full swing for 2021 after COVID postponed the County’s largest 
event last year. For more than 30 years, the festival has celebrated the area’s farming heritage with an impressive 
tractor parade, craft vendors, kid activities and more.

Inactive voters must 
respond to prevent 
canceling registration 
during this regular 
‘list maintenance’

New members to be 
appointed by July 1

Three lanes 
are moving to 
two on US 
441 through-
out the 
reconstruction 
of a section of 
road on either 
side of Seven 
Islands Road. 
Speeds are 
also dropping 
to 45 mph in 
the work zone.
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The 2021 festival will be held on Oct. 23, breaking with the tradition of 
holding the festival the first Saturday in November.
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