
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
news cafe

special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

TIS THE SEASON

Basketball season gets going 
for the MCHS Bulldogs  
and Lady Dogs after  
Thanksgiving tournaments.
SEE PAGE B1

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Mark your calendars for  
upcoming Christmas 
celebrations throughout the 
month with this guide to 
holiday happenings.
SEE PAGE B3
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Follow us online for 
breaking news and more!

WWW.mOrGANcOUNTYcITIZEN.
cOm

mOrGAN cOUNTY 
cITIZEN

@mOrGANcITIZEN

EVENT OF THE WEEK

SANTA AT mmcc

Don’t miss good ole’ 
St. Nick at the  
Madison-Morgan  
Cultural Center this 
Friday, Dec. 3 and 
this Saturday, Dec. 4, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
for a family tradition 
of magical memories 
that will last a lifetime 
and delicious holiday 
treats from Santa’s 
helpers.
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Madison merchants and 
community members are 
paying homage to a local 
girl who passed away in 
early November by dis-
playing royal purple rib-
bons outside of their shops, 
restaurants, and homes.

Kambrey Scott Seabolt, 

6, passed away on Nov. 4. 
She was a student at Mor-
gan County Primary School. 
She was a beloved mem-
ber of the Walton Adapted 
Sports Program.

“She was a light to those 
around her and touched 
many lives in her short six 
years,” wrote her parents 

community ‘paints 
the town purple’

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

While state officials eagerly 
await Rivian Automotive to an-
nounce whether or not Georgia 
will be the site of the company’s 
new multibillion dollar electric ve-
hicle manufacturing plant, many 
Rutledge residents are hoping the 
historic deal fails.

Georgia is fiercely competing with 
Texas to become the next location 
of Rivian’s second massive manu-
facturing plant, that could cost up 
to $5 billion to develop, that will 
create thousands of jobs and churn 
out an estimated 200,000 electric 
vehicles a year. Rivian is report-
edly searching for a plot of land 
between 2,000 and 10,000 acres 
to build its multibillion electric 
car manufacturing plant. Rivian 
also landed a deal with Amazon to 
produce 100,000 electric delivery 
vehicles in the next three years.

Hundreds of Rutledge residents 
have taken to social media to voice 
their opposition to the possible 
development rumored to be con-
structed just a few miles away from 
downtown Rutledge.

“We feel hopeless,” said one 
resident who wished to remain 
anonymous. “It’s totally up to the 
state. Apparently Rivian is choos-
ing between here and somewhere 
in Texas. [Governor Brian Kemp] 
has offered up our small slice of 
the world and state government 
overrides county government and 
city government. Very discour-
aged...it’s a lost cause…”

The Rutledge, Georgia Small 
But Special Facebook page was 
abuzz this week with local Rut-
ledge residents brainstorming ways 
to oppose the project and voicing 
concerns about a manufacturing 
plant bringing in unwanted traffic, 
crowded development, and growth 
that would erode Rutledge’s his-
toric rural character. Others were 
concerned about long-term suc-
cess, that if Rivian fails as a com-
pany in the future that Rutledge 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

For the second time this year, 
it took law enforcement officers 
with ballistic shields, tear gas and 
a taser to remove a man from his 
Greensboro Road residence.

According to Mor-
gan County Sheriff’s 
Reports, Robert Win-
ston Palmer, 44, Mad-
ison was finally hand-
cuffed and detained 
after multiple agen-
cies had surrounded 
the house at approx-
imately 11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Nov. 

23. Law enforcement had lobbed 
four canisters of tear gas through 
a window officers had previously 
shattered when efforts to convince 
Palmer to come out of the house 
peacefully failed.

Two Morgan County Sheriff Of-
fice deputies, Justin Davis and Ed-
die Manders, initially responded 
to a domestic complaint at the 
residence and, en route, were told 
that Palmer allegedly had a deer 
rifle with scope in his possession.

While the deputies made con-
tact with a woman who had fled 
the residence, reports state, they 
both heard a single gunshot come 
from the residence. Both deputies 
retreated to the rear of a patrol ve-
hicle and kept the residence under 
armed surveillance while calling 
for assistance.

A host of Morgan County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies, Georgia State 
Patrol troopers and officers with 
the Georgia Department of Nat-
ural Recourses arrived and com-
pletely surrounded the house, re-
ports state.

Capt. Brandon Sellers, who in 
July had been one of six officers that 
stormed the same residence with 
ballistic shields to arrest Palmer 

after shots fired and alleged threats, 
along with Deputy Bo Kelly, Dep-
uty Cameron Ptak and Sgt. Chase 
Young approached the house us-
ing an armored Humvee for cover 
and shattered a window. A Mor-
gan County deputy was continu-
ously trying to get Palmer to leave 
the residence by communicating 
with a patrol vehicle’s public ad-
dress system.

A second gun shot was fired and 
a canister of tear gas was tossed 
into the residence. More tear gas 
was then thrown inside the resi-
dence and Sgt. Young made con-
tact with Palmer via telephone.

“We just did not want to go 
head to head not knowing what 
his mental state might be,” said 
Capt. Brandon Sellers, who orga-
nized the response. “We needed 

to get him out to even the playing 
field a bit.”

Reports state that Palmer crawled 
out onto the front porch of the resi-
dence, stood up and screamed for 
the officers to “(expletive) shoot 
me.”

Palmer then retreated back in-
side the residence. Five minutes 
later he walked back to the porch, 
again allegedly screaming at offi-
cers. This time Deputy Ptak fired 
his taser weapon at Palmer. The 
weapon disabled Palmer and he 
was arrested at approximately 
1:30 p.m.

“It couldn’t have worked out 
any better than it did.” Sellers 
said. “Nobody was hurt, the bad 
guy was not injured and no law 

2ND STANDOFF
Shots fired as 
police use tear 
gas, taser to 
subdue man

Rivian deal 
meeting 
resistance

Contributed photo

Morgan County Sheriff’s Office deputies, Georgia State Patrol troopers and 
officers with the Georgia Department of Natural Recourses arrested Robert 
Winston Palmer of Madison last Tuesday after a standoff at his residence.

Gussie’s 
House of 
Flowers 
displays 
purple 
ribbons in 
honor of 
Kambrey 
Seabolt, a 
local 
six-year-old 
girl who 
passed 
away on 
Nov. 4.
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Tia Lynn Ivey

Robert 

Palmer

See RIVIAN, A6 See STANDOFF, A5

See PURPLE, A7


