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WORLD TRAVELER
MAGallery’s newest exhibit,
‘Oh, the Places You’ll Go!”
features works by Georgia
artist and retired physician,
Jim Sutherland.
SEE PAGE B1
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ADDING ARTIFACTS
Madison-Morgan Cultural
Center receives a Civil War
era treasure to add to its
collection.
SEE PAGE B3

Serving Morgan County since 1846.

BEST WEEKLY GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION Better Newspaper Contest

WWW.MORGANCOuNTYCITIZEN.COM

Carmichael Commons approved
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$16.9 million affordable housing complex gets green light from Madison City Council
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pave the way for a large-scale affordable hous- 15-acre tract of land off Carmichael Road from
ing complex that will cost $16.9 million to de- Estate Residential to a Planned Residential DisNews Editor
velop, despite dozens of citizens showing up to trict (PRD) to accommodate the project, designed
In a 4-to-1 vote on Monday, The Madison May- oppose the project.
The council approved a zoning change for a
See CARMICHAEL, A5
or and City Council approved a zoning change to
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Fight
creates
‘total
chaos’
Law enforcement
calms crowd on
Garnett Street
By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Two men were arrested
at the scene a Madison
Police Department officer described as “total
chaos” during an altercation on Garnett Street
on Sunday, July 31 at
6:41 p.m. A third man
was later arrested with a
loaded weapon at a Green
Meadows Court residence
later that night that may
have some connection to
the fight disturbance, reports state.
Madison Police Department Officer Tyler
Finch described the Sunday scene outside a Garnett Street residence as
a “large crowd, I would
estimate of at least 50
people…” who were close
to engaging in a massive
See FIGHT, A2

School
enrollment
hits 10
year high
By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The Morgan County Charter School system had more
than 3,500 students enrolled during the first week
of school, according to Jay
Homan, assistant superintendent, Morgan County
Charter School system.
At Monday’s regular Morgan County Board of Education meeting, Homan
told the board that the enrollment numbers were
the most the system has
experienced in the past
10 years.
In fact, according to
Homan, enrollment in
Morgan County schools
has shown a steady increase
from a low of 3,080 enrollment in 2018.
“We had slowly been decreasing for nine or 10 years
but it is creeping back up.”
Enrollment has varied
from 3,353 in 2010 to 3,504
this year. However, Homan
See SCHOOL, A2
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County to put $19M
rec facility expansion
on November ballot
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan County leaders are hoping
to gauge the public’s desire for a largescale expansion of the county recreation
facilities with an estimated price tag
of $19 million. Morgan County voters
will be asked the referendum question
on the ballot for the November 8 Midterm elections.
The proposed plan calls for five multipurpose fields for baseball, softball and
other sports, with one field designated
as a custom-designed special needs
field, along walking trails, greenspace
and a 40,000-square-foot community
center with six basketball courts, pickleball courts, gymnasiums, an indoor
walking track, and a large balcony for
community events. All of this would be
built on a lot near the Soccer Complex

“

We are excited to put
this question before
the voters in order
to get sound direction about recreation
programming moving
forward�”
Adam Mestres, County Manager

on Old Buckhead Road, the first phase
of the recreation expansion plan.
“This new plan is phase two,” said
Lance Alexander, director of Morgan
County’s Recreation Department. “Our
desire is for our leaders to figure out
the funding for this without affecting
people’s property taxes. We are trying

to keep everybody in the loop and be
transparent on everything.”
County Manager Adam Mestres is
hoping voters will support the new recreational facility proposal this November at the ballot box.
“We are excited to put this question
before the voters in order to get sound
direction about recreation programming moving forward,” said Mestres.
“Our programming numbers for each
sport are consistently higher than the
season before. We believe that adding
additional athletic fields, basketball/
multi-purpose gyms, an indoor walking track, additional activity rooms, as
well as passive recreational activities will
support in meeting the increasing demands on our recreational resources.”
Alexander noted that the county’s

EVENT OF THE WEEK
AuG. 12
Sweet Harmony, a
local Bluegrass/Folk
favorite, comes to
Rutledge this Friday
for the next
installment of
Summer Concert
Series with a
performance at
7 p.m. at the
pavilion.
SEE PAGE B2

See EXPANSION, A3

TSPLOST back on the ballot
$25M in tax revenue on the line in November election
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan County voters
will vote on whether or not
to renew TSPLOST for five
years, which is expected to
raise more than $25 million in tax revenue for the
county and municipalities.
The referendum question
will be included on the Nov.
8 Midterm election ballot.
TSPLOST (Transportation
Special Project Local Option
Sales Tax) is another onepenny sales tax first passed in
2019 to garner more revenue
exclusively to fund transportation-related projects

According to Morgan
County and City of Madison leaders, TSPLOST has
been a game-changer for accomplishing sorely-needed
roadwork and other transportation-related expenses.
“We need this to pass
again,” said Karen Stapp,
chief finance officer for the
City of Madison. “It has been
highly beneficial to the City
of Madison.”
Morgan County Manager Adam Mestres is emphasizing how the passage
File Photo
of TSPLOST has exponenand expenses, such as road and maintaining equipment tially enhanced the county
repairs, paving, and mainte- and buildings used for transnance, as well as purchasing portation needs.
See TSPLOST, A5
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