
HAPPY JULY 4TH!

The annual Independence 
Day Concert and Picnic at 
MMCC returns Saturday  
after a two-year hiatus.
SEE PAGE A2

GROWING TOGETHER

Camp Twin Lakes breaks 
ground on its newest  
expansion, a third campus 
to serve more campers with 
special needs.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

RED, WHITE AND 
BOOM!

Celebrate  
Independence Day 
under the stars at 
Bill Wood Park for 
a spectacular free 
fireworks show this 
Saturday, July 3, 
beginning at dusk. 
Find more weekend 
events in the  
Community  
Calendar on  
Page B3.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A lack of cooperation from wit-
nesses at a West Atlanta High-
way, Rutledge party has Morgan 
County authorities wondering 
how a man was shot in his thigh.

According to Morgan County 
Sheriff’s Office reports, a depu-
ty responded to “shots fired” at 
the residence at approximately 
1 p.m., Sunday, June 27. Reports 
state that when the deputy ar-
rived, “multiple vehicles” were 
fleeing from the residence. The 
deputy was told that a man had 
shot himself in the foot and was 
sitting in the passenger side of a 
black Ford Toyota Corolla.

The deputy located Darel Wil-
liams, 41, Covington, with a pool 
of blood in the vehicle by his right 
foot. Williams’ pants and shoes 
were blood soaked as well, re-
ports state. The deputy called 
for an ambulance, grabbed his 
medical kit and after he removed 
Williams’ pants, noticed that he 
had been shot in the outer right 
thigh. Williams allegedly told 
the deputy he had shot himself 
in the thigh “but he did not know 
where his firearm was.” There was 
no firearm in Williams’ vicinity, 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

An 18-year-old Grovetown, 
Ga., teen died tragically in a 
multiple vehicle car crash last 
Friday, June 25, on Monticello 
Highway.

According to Georgia State 
Patrol reports, Haley Sierra 
Lynn died at the scene of the 
head on collision on Monti-
cello Highway. The incident 
occurred approximately a half 
mile south of the intersection 
of Monticello Highway and 
Interstate 20.

Reports state that at 2:13 p.m. 
a 2017 Jeep Renegade Sport 
driven by Lynn crossed over 
the center line of Monticello 
Highway while driving north 
and collided head-on with a 
2014 Chrysler Town & Country 
driven by Brenda Faye John-
son, 74, Mansfield.

Following the initial crash, 
reports state, a third vehicle, 
a 2005 Honda Odyssey driv-
en by Taylor Ryan Fleury, 31, 
Hampton, struck the left side 
of the Chrysler Town & County 
as it was rotating clockwise in 
front of the Honda.

Reports state that Lynn’s 
Jeep for “unknown reasons” 
crossed over the center line. The 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Five new faces will be joining the 
Morgan County Board of Elections 
and Registration as of July 1, after 
county commissioners replaced the 
entire board at once during a special-
called meeting on Tuesday, June 22.

County Commissioners unani-
mously voted to appoint four new 
members and reappoint one current 
member. The commissioners opted 
to reappoint Dr. James Woodard, 
the current chairman of the election 
board. The four new members will 
be Mary Kay Clyburn of Madison, a 
retired educator who has worked as 
a Morgan County poll worker and 
poll manager for several years; Bar-
ry Broadnax, of Buckhead, a retired 

citizen who has served on the Geor-
gia Power Economic Development 
board, the Sheltering Arms board, 
and the Morgan County Recreation 
board; Tim Carter, of Madison, who 
is employed with Madison Bank; and 
Kirby Hayes, a former member of 
the Morgan County Board of Elec-
tions and long-time poll worker and 
poll manager.

Commissioners chose the five 
appointees out of 15 applications, 
including current members asking 
to be reappointed, Woodard, along 
with Helen Butler, Avery Jackson, 
and Dena Lanier.

Before the vote, commissioners 
addressed the controversy over re-
placing the entire election board in 
one fell swoop and having the coun-
ty make all appointments instead 

of the old system in which the local 
Republican and Democratic parties 
each chose two members and the 
county chose one.

“I want to thank all the applicants 
for putting the applications in. This 
is a tough choice to do this but that’s 
why we are here,” said County Com-
missioner Chairman Philipp von 
Hanstein. “The commissioners have 
been pondering over this choice.”

Commissioner Ben Riden issued a 
fiery statement defending the coun-
ty’s decision to change the appoint-
ment process for the election board, 
accusing the election board of being 
dysfunctional and hostile toward 
one another.

“It was a tragedy to watch how 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Morgan County Assis-
tant District Attorney Jeff 
Burks Tuesday alleged that 
Tommy Joe Byrd, a Mon-
roe man on trial for mur-
der, fatally stabbed Jer-
ald “Jed” Bowden during a 
late-night argument on the 
side of Sandy Creek Road 
on May 4, 2020.

Burks’ opening statement 
before Superior Court Judge 
Terry Massey at the Mor-
gan County Courthouse also 
alluded that circumstances 
around Bowden’s death are 
“really strange…”

“This case is going to call 
on you to focus on who the 
people are,” he told the Mor-
gan County jury.

Byrd has been charged 
with murder, felony murder 
and aggravated assault in 
the death of Bowden. Byrd, 
56, was arrested on May 4 
in Athens, the same day 
Bowden’s body was found 
in a driveway in Monroe. At 
the time of his arrest, Byrd’s 
brother, Tommy Roger Byrd, 
57, was also arrested and 
charged with tampering 
with evidence. The charge 
against Tommy Roger Byrd 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Madison Police Department investigators 
are asking for the public’s help in identifying 
a man who scrawled racist graffiti on walls, the 
floor, toilet seats and stall doors of the men’s 
bathroom at the Morgan County Library on 
East Avenue.

According to Madison Police Department 
reports, disparaging racial terms were writ-
ten several times, “depicting death and sexual 
thoughts toward African-Americans.” The re-
ports state that Nazi symbols were scrawled 
several times as well as the suspect’s affection 
for methamphetamine.

Reports state that the suspect defaced the re-
stroom sometime between 2 p.m. and 4:45 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 22. The suspect used a black 
permanent marker or grease pen.

Madison Police Chief Bill Ashburn said, 

Election board replaced, 5 new members appointed

Murder trial begins

Library defaced with racist graffiti

Man shot at 
house party 
in Rutledge

Teen dies in 
head-on crash

Patrick Yost

Assistant District Attorney Jeff Burks, right, and Defense 
Attorney Darel Mitchell, seated, began opening state-
ments on Tuesday in the murder trial of Tommy Joe Byrd, 
accused of fatally stabbing a man on the side of Sandy 
Creek Road in May 2020.

Tia Lynn Ivey

Jeanne Dufort, second vice chair of the Morgan County 
Democrats, issues a public comment defending the former 
election board members.

Madison Police seeking 
public’s help to ID culprit

Contributed photo

Byrd charged with stabbing man to 
death on side of Sandy Creek Road

Chairman Philipp von Hanstein and Commissioner Ben 
Riden listen to public comment after appointing five new 
members to the county’s election board.

Commissioner Donald Harris votes to appoint five new 
members to the county’s election board.
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