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CELEBRATING THE 4TH

Madison resumes tradition-
al Independence Day cele-
brations with music festival,
concert and fireworks.

SEE PAGE B1

MOOiVINi ON UP

Rock House Creamery de-
buts its expanded facility
and showcases new dairy
product lines.

SEE PAGE B5
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Jury finds Byrd guilty of murder

Four-day trial ends with life sentence, no chance of parole

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A Morgan County jury took three-
and-a-half hours to deliberate be-
fore finding Tommy Joe Byrd, 57,
of Monroe, guilty of one count fel-
ony murder and one count aggra-
vated assault.

The verdict was read by Morgan
County Superior Clerk of Court

Jody Higdon on Friday after the
four-day trial.

Superior Court Judge Terry Massey
sentenced Byrd to life imprison with
no parole for the stabbing death of
Jerald iJed? Bowden, 58, of Mon-
roe. Bowden was killed in the early
morning hours of May 4, 2020, dur-
ing an argument on the side of San-
dy Creek Road in Morgan County,
approximately one mile from the

Country Store at the intersection
of Bostwick Highway and Sandy
Creek Road.

1lim not guilty to no murder, man.T
Byrd told Judge Massey after sen-
tencing. ilim not guilty because |
didnit do it.T

The arduous days of testimony
surrounded the six people on the
side of the road at the time that
Bowden was stabbed once in his

back, severing his aorta and once
in the front that punctured his liver.

In Assistant District Attorney Jeff
Burksi opening statement, Burks
used a diagram to explain the per-
sons involved and their relationship
to Boyd. In the group was Byrd and
his girlfriend Delores Malcom; his
brother Tommy Roger Byrd and
his girlfriend Laurie iPumpkin®
Crutchfield; Bowden and his girl-
friend Carolyn Byrd. Carolyn Byrd,

See GUILTY, A3

Man wanted
for library
defacement
arrested

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

For the past week, Madison Po-
lice Department Det. Andre John-
son has been driving
past the Morgan County
Library daily. So have
other Madison Police
Department officers.
Johnson and the rest
of the department were
searching for a person
who had defaced the
menis bathroom of the
library with anti-African-
American terms, Nazi symbols and an
endearment for methamphetamine.
The black marks had been scrawled
on floors, toilet seats, bathroom stall
doors, sinks, a trashcan, a mirror and
a baby changing station.

On Tuesday, June 29, officers found
and arrested a suspect.

According to Johnson, Morgan
County Library employees reported
to Morgan County Dispatch that a
man matching the description of the
suspect who defaced the library had
returned and left, walking toward the
Morgan County Middle School while
smoking a cigarette.

According to Azalea Regional Li-
brary System Director Stacy Brown,
library staff inoticed someone match-
ing his description in the Laughini
Garden (Tuesday) afternoon and
once he started walking down the
sidewalk toward the high school we
recognized his backpack and sneak-
ers. Thatis when we alerted the au-
thorities who located himOT

Four officers, including Johnson,
converged on the area. At Madisonis
Lambert Park at the intersection of
College Avenue and North Main Street,
officers detained and then arrested
22-year-old Anthony Luna.

Luna, Johnson said, told officers he
was homeless. He has a Kentuckyis
driveris license, Johnson said, and is
wanted in that state on a misdemeanor

Anthony
Luna

See LIBRARY, A2

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Eight days after resign-
ing ina ifit of anger,T Buck-
head Mayor Ricky Walker
on Tuesday left no doubt.

Ata special called meet-

| apologize but when itis belly
up here in a few weeks, yiall

know the deal.

- Former Buckhead Mayor Ricky Walker

Patrick Yost

Buckhead Town Council Member Richard Harris points at former Buckhead Mayor Ricky Walker Tuesday
night during a special called meeting to consider allowing Walker to withdraw a resignation he made last
week Tin a fit of anger.T Walker resigned again at the special meeting.

Buckhead mayor
resigns, again

il donitknow if Zebisa
contractor working for the
city or your son working for
jobsyou tell him to do and
thatis where the rub keeps
coming in and itis not go-
ing to go away.T

White wanted Walker

ing of the Buckhead Town

to not be in a supervisor
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

A MAGICAL EVENING

The Firefly Festival kicks
off on July 8 with a free
outdoor magic show

and move at Town Park.
The Magic & Juggling
show begins at 7:30 p.m.
followed by the new
iTom & JerryT move at
dusk. Bring your blan-
ket and snacks and en-
joy the first in a series of
free Firefly Nights each
Thursday in July.

Council on Tuesday, June
29, ostensibly to vote on
accepting Walkeris offer to
withdraw his resignation
and hold a council vote,
Walker resigned in a fit
of anger.

il leftin arage of anger
and | apologize for that. |
havenit done nothing but
try to serve this town and
do the best for this town
based on the information
I got,T Walker said at the
beginning of the meeting.
11 will come back to serve
the remainder of my term if
the town and council wants
me to. If they donit, | can
go and move forward from
there.d

Council member Shawn

Christianimmediately made
amotion to accept Walkeris
withdrawal. However, that
motion died for alack of a
second and Council Mem-
ber John White addressed
what he said was the cata-
lyst for the councilis rancor.
ilive never seen nepotism
work, anywhere live ever
been,T White said.

White was referring to
the June 21 Buckhead Town
Council meeting where
Council Member Richard
Harris questioned why Walk-
eris son, Zeb Walker, was
contracted with the town for
$240 per month to pick up
approximately 35 garbage
customers. While Mayor
Pro Tem Drew Miller and

other council members
agreed that none of the
council members would
agree to pick up the gar-
bage, including using Zeb
Walkeris personal truck,
at that rate, Harris ques-
tioned the arrangement.
Zeb Walker picks up the
garbage every Wednesday.
Harris also wanted to raise
the garbage collection fee
the town charges each wa-
ter customer from $3 to $6.
Walker took issue with the
criticism and walked out.
On Tuesday, White said
Tevery time somebody men-
tions that he does some-
thing (Walkeris son) you
get your back up and your
blood starts to boil. T

role over his son. 1We need
to work out something if
youire on the city council,
or mayor you canit have
any family member receive
compensation from the
city and then you never
had these problems.T
Council member Richard
Harris again confronted
Walker regarding his res-
ignation. In fact, Harris
spun his chair around and
faced Walker directly and
pointed his finger in the
former mayoris direction
as he spoke. ilim going to
turn around and face you
face to face,T Harris said.
TYou may not feel that you

See MAYOR, A8

tWe are losing lives at that intersectioni
Woman petitions for change at Sandy Creek and Bostwick Highway

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

When Sharon Huff stood before
the Morgan County Board of Com-
missioners Tuesday she felt the need
to explain why she had asked to be
placed on the agenda.

Itis simple, she said. iThe Swains
were neighbors of mine, so it hits me
kind of hard.T She was referring to
the death of local artist Eugene Swain
on June 12 when a gold 1997 Ford

Super Wagon driven by Swain, 61,
was struck by a white Chevy pickup
truck square on the driveris side as
Swain and the truck, driven by Co-
rey Justin Schneider, both crossed
through the intersection of Bostwick
Highway and Sandy Creek Road. The
collision caused the van to roll and
Schneideris truck slammed into a
gas pump at the Country Store and
exploded in flames. Schneider, 30,
was pronounced dead at the scene.
Swain was airlifted to Atlanta Medical

Center but was later pronounced
dead from injuries sustained in the
wreck. His wife, Glenda, 65, was
also airlifted from the site and is
recovering from injuries sustained
in the wreck.

Schneider was traveling west on
Sandy Creek Road and blew through
the intersection without activating
his brake lights, a witness said.

Huff petitioned the board to do
something to create driver aware-
ness at the intersection and did so

by presenting them with a packet
of photos she had taken at the in-
tersection.

1lf you werenit familiar with that
road,T she said showing a photo of
the road from Sandy Creek Road
west to Bostwick Highway, icould
you see the stop sign to know that
you needed to stop?T

iltis very difficult to see what youire
coming up on.T

See PETITION, A2
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