
LET’S GO MOCO!

Morgan County High 
School kicks off this 
year’s football season 
on Friday. The Bulldogs 
will host rival Putnam 
County at 7:30 p.m. in 
Bill Corry stadium.
SEE PAGE B1
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A 16-year-old male faces 
a host of charges, including 
DUI drugs, after he alleged-
ly led police on a harrowing 
high speed chase through 
downtown Madison before 
he slammed the vehicle into 
an East Avenue residence.

According to Madison Po-
lice Department reports, an 
officer allegedly observed a 
1992 Buick LeSabre blow 
through a stop sign on Car-
michael Drive “at a high rate 
of speed” at approximately 
10 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 22. 

Reports state that the officer 
pulled out and began to follow 
the LeSabre north on Eaton-
ton Road and initiated a traf-
fic stop near the Budget Inn. 
The LeSabre, reports state, 
traveled at approximately 
30 mph but did not yield to 
the emergency lights.

In the area of Foster Street, 
the LeSabre accelerated to 
90 mph and, reports state, 
hit speeds of 105 mph while 
driving “extremely outra-
geously reckless” north on 
Main Street.

A second officer was able 
to position his patrol vehicle 
next to the LeSabre on North 

Main Street, causing the ve-
hicle to turn on College Drive.

The LeSabre attempted to 
turn right onto East Avenue, 
lost control and slammed 
into the side of a residence. 
Reports state that after the 
crash, two officers allegedly 

observed the driver jump 
from the driver’s seat and 
into a back passenger seat 
of the vehicle. A 17-year-old 
passenger in the vehicle was 
held at gunpoint while the 
alleged driver was removed 
from the vehicle and placed 

in handcuffs.
The teen faces two charges 

of failure to stop at stop sign, 
reckless driving, felony flee-
ing and attempting to elude, 
felony damage to property, 
no seatbelt, DUI drugs and 
speeding.

Teen crashes into 
house after chase

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

All 25 of Morgan Medical Center’s inpatient 
beds are full as of Tuesday, Aug. 24, according 

to hospital officials.
“We are now completely full. All 25 beds are oc-

cupied and 13 of those are with COVID patients,” 
said Megan Morris, director of public relations and 
community affairs for Morgan Medical Center.

“The number of patients we currently have hos-
pitalized with COVID is the highest number we 
have had at any one time throughout the pandem-
ic,” said Adam Bedgood, Chief Nursing Officer for 
Morgan Medical Center. “With vaccines now read-
ily available we are encouraging our community 

Morgan hospital at capacity

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A proposed subdivision in the heart 
of downtown Rutledge has the “Small, 
but Special” community in an uproar, 
prompting the Rutledge City Council to 
table a rezoning necessary for the proj-
ect to move forward.

About 125 Rutledge residents crammed 
into city hall, overflowing into hallways, 
backrooms, and even outside on Tues-
day night to voice their opposition to a 
proposed subdivision that could add up 
to 50 houses, between 1,800 to 2,000 
square feet, on Fairplay Road.

After all sides were heard during a 
nearly two-hour public hearing, the Rut-
ledge City Council unanimously voted to 
table two zoning requests, filed by for-
mer Rutledge Mayor Spencer Knight, 
which is the first step required for the 
land to be developed as a subdivision. 
The crowd was appeased, but it may not 
last for long. The Rutledge City Coun-
cil tabled the rezoning request until the 
next regular meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 
17, when the council is expected to ren-
der a final vote.

During the meeting, Knight along with 
two other supporters, Justin Kennedy 
and Miles Buzbee, spoke in favor of the 
residential subdivision. More than 25 
others signed up to speak against the 
project, though not everyone was given 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A beloved local artist and art 
instructor, Chuck Hanes, died 
suddenly from a heart attack on 
Aug. 19, his 61st birthday.

Hanes, along with his wife Eliz-
abeth Collins Hanes, helped run 
the award-winning Art for Life 
program at Morgan County Cross-
roads School in Madison. Known 
as a “gentle giant,” Hanes could 
often be found crafting compel-
ling art with his students, taming 
and befriending wildlife, or ex-
ploring the great outdoors with 
his family and friends.

“Chuck Hanes, our beloved hus-
band, father, and friend, left us 
suddenly and peacefully on his 
birthday this Thursday, Aug. 19. 
Chuck was enjoying hearing from 
his family members and friends 
as he celebrated living 61 years 
and passed away quickly in his 
home from a heart attack,” said 
a statement from the family’s Go-
FundMe page. “Chuck was known 
and loved by so many. The roots 
of Chuck’s relationships reach far 
and wide across Madison and be-
yond, touching many with his kind-
ness, creativity, and authenticity. 
Chuck was a Madison native, an 

incredible potter, a skilled black-
smith, an outdoorsman, a caring 
husband, father, grandfather, and 
brother, and a genuine and hon-
est person. He was much more 
than I could write here. ‘Gentle 
giant’ is a way many remember 
him. He is loved by so many and 
will be missed terribly.”

“Chuck lived his life one day at 
a time. He lived joyfully and loved 
deeply connecting with people and 
nature. He shared his heart open-
ly and was always genuine,” said 
his wife, Elizabeth Collins Hanes. 

Hanes partnered with the Madi-
son Artists Guild for years to pro-
mote art in the local community.

“Chuck was an integral part in 
the success of MAG in its early 
years, serving as Gallery Man-
ager for a long period of time as 
well as a host of additional essen-
tial roles through the years. We 
are grateful for the 10-plus years 
he chose to dedicate his skills as 
teacher, mentor and potter to 
Morgan County youth through the 

‘GENTLE GIANT’
Community 

mourns the loss 

of Chuck Hanes, 

local craftsman 

and beloved art 

instructor

Rutledge 
subdivision 
causes 
uproar
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Chuck Hanes with one of his squirrel companions.

No beds left as Georgia tops 1 million COVID cases

 Chuck was known and loved by so 

many� The roots of Chuck’s relationships 

reach far and wide across Madison and  

beyond, touching many with his kindness, 

creativity, and authenticity�”
— Statement from the family’s GoFundMe page

“
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This Buick LeSabre was imbedded into the side of an East Avenue residence after a harrowing 
high speed chase through downtown. A 16-year-old was arrested at the scene.

See SUBDIVISION, A2

Tia Lynn Ivey

More than 100 Rutledge residents lis-
tened to a presentation on a newly pro-
posed subdivision for Downtown Rut-
ledge at the last Rutledge City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 17.

See HOSPITAL, A3

See HANES, A7


