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557 Academy 

Street 

Madison GA 

4BR/4BA

$574,900

641 Foster Lane

 Madison GA 

4BR/3BA  

0.30 acres 

$449,900

Charming cottage built by Dr. Addison Key Bell 

in 1892.  

Beautiful Farmhouse style home in Foster 

Park neighborhood.  

REDUCED PRICE

SWEET SIXTEEN

MCHS Lady Dogs battle it 
out with Upson Lee in the 
Sweet Sixteen round of the 
GHSA State Competition. 
SEE PAGE B1

EDUCATIONAL LEGACY

GMC holds a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at its new annex 
facility at the Pearl-Burney 
Campus. 
SEE PAGE B4
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EVENT OF ThE WEEK

CrOATIAN ArTIST  

AT MAGALLErY

Don’t miss Croatian Art-
ist Roman Zalac’s spe-
cial exhibition and meet-
and-greet this Saturday, 
Mar. 6 from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. at the Madison 
Artists Guild, located at 
125 W. Jefferson Street 
in Madison.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff writer

A pair of Union Point brothers, 
now 18 years old and 16 years old, 
were indicted on murder charg-
es Monday by a Morgan County 
Grand Jury.

Dontarious Lamonta Burke, 18, 
and his younger brother Damarcus 
J. Burke were both indicted on mal-
ice murder, felony murder, armed 
robbery, felony murder and aggra-
vated assault. The indictments come 
after both brothers were arrested 
and charged in the Nov. 27, 2019, 

shooting death of Kentrell Jones. 
Jones, 23, was leaning against a ve-
hicle on Morgan Circle at approxi-
mately 8:30 p.m. when he was shot 
three times with a 9mm pistol. At 
the time of the shooting and con-
sequent arrests, Det. Wes Thomp-
son, Madison Police Department, 
said authorities believe Damarcus 
Burke had arranged a meeting be-

tween Dontarious Burke and Jones. 
“We believe he was participating 
in arranging a drug deal,” Thomp-
son said.

Authorities said they found a 
small bag of suspected marijuana 
near Jones’ body. Thompson also 
said $50 was taken from Jones. 

Brothers indicted in Kentrell Jones murder

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

A top secret deal is underway 
between a multibillion dollar mys-
tery company and the Joint De-
velopment Authority (JDA), the 
four-county board tasked with 
overseeing the development of 
Stanton Springs Industrial Park, 
in which Morgan County owns a 15 
percent share. The JDA confirmed 
the new industry will build a data 
center in Stanton Springs Indus-
trial Park on land that is located 
in Morgan County. The mystery 
company is buying the vast ma-
jority of developable land left in 
Stanton Springs.

“I can’t say who it is, but I know 
who it is, and it’s a big deal,” said 
Shane Short, director of Walton 
County’s economic development 
authority. “We will announce the 
identity of the company after we 
close on the property at the end 
of March.”

“This will be the first project that 
will be in Morgan County proper 
and we look forward to working 
with the county in the future and 
seeing this project come to life,” 
said Alan Verner, chairman of the 
JDA Tuesday morning at the Mor-
gan County Board of Commission-
ers (BOC) regular meeting.

Last week, The JDA agreed to 
secure a $42 billion bond backed 
by the company which intends to 
invest that amount in developing 
their slice of Stanton Springs over 
the next 20 years. The JDA also 
moved forward on an approximate 
$38 million land sale agreement 
in which 628 acres will be sold to 
the undisclosed industry looking 
to set up shop at Stanton Springs 
Industrial Park.

The Morgan County BOC unani-
mously approved several intergov-
ernmental agreements and docu-
ments during Tuesday’s meeting 
necessary for the project to move 
forward.

The incoming company is using 
a pseudonym, Baymare LLC, to 
disguise its true identity until the 

By Patrick Yost
Staff writer

Alison Jones, 36, was charged with 
murder, felony murder and aggravated 
assault Monday morning after she alleg-
edly shot and killed her 7-year-old son 
and attacked her husband at the couple’s 
Riverwalk Road residence.

According to Morgan County Sheriff 
Robert Markley, investigators believe 
that Jones shot 7-year-old Maddox Jones while 
he was in his bed and then turned the semi-auto-
matic pistol on her husband, Douglas Jones, 50. 
Markley said Douglas Jones was able to disarm 
his wife and called 911. Incident reports state that 
Douglas Jones told an arriving deputy to “arrest 
her, she did it.” The deputy said the couple were 
on the front stoop of the residence and “appeared 
to be upset with each other.”

Alison Jones was detained by deputies at the 
scene and both she and Douglas Jones were trans-
ported to the Morgan County Detention Center 
where Alison Jones was then arrested and charged 
following an interview. The Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation (GBI) was called to the Riv-
erwalk Road scene to investigate. The child 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

Markley said Douglas Jones called 911 
at approximately 7:20 a.m. The initial call 
went to Oconee County Dispatch based on 
the house’s proximity to Oconee County. 
However, that call was transferred to Mor-
gan County and deputies responded im-
mediately.

Markley said Douglas Jones told dispatch 
operators that his wife had “shot their son and 
was assaulting him.”

The incident report states that Douglas Jones told 
a deputy at the scene that he awoke at 6:30 a.m. 
and went in to make sure Maddox Jones was get-
ting ready for school. The report says Alison Jones 
told Douglas that the child had an ear ache was 
not going to school. About an hour later, Douglas 
told the deputy, he heard a gun shot and when he 
came out of his room to investigate, Alison Jones 
allegedly tried to shoot him.

Mother charged 
in son’s death

Alison Jones allegedly shot, killed 7-year-old son, Maddox

Big deal 
underway

Patrick Yost

Morgan County Sheriff’s Office crime scene tape stretches across the driveway of the Riverwalk Road residence 
where 7-year-old Maddox Jones was shot and killed Monday morning. Jones’ mother, Alison Jones, 36, has been 
charged with murder in the death.

Alison 

Jones

Multibillion mystery 
company heading 
to Stanton Springs

16-year-old to be treated as an adult by the state
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