
SWEET VICTORY

Morgan County Schools 
hosts the first ever 
Track and Field Day in 
the Special Olympics  
program in  
Morgan County.
SEE PAGE B1

THE NEXT CHAPTER

After two decades, the 
Ferst Readers program 
continues to grow from 
its Morgan County 
roots to have a  
national impact.
SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

APRIl 16

The Morgan County  
Family Connection 
hosts a “Mommy & Me/
Stress Free” event in 
Town Park from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in conjunction 
with Amerigroup and 
Spread Love  
Ministries. The event 
will feature a story time 
booth and other fun  
activities for kids and the 
entire family.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Based on the comments from Buckhead’s 
Town Council, the Morgan County Plan-
ning Commission’s recommendations for 
an agri-tourism ordinance, one written by 
county planners, won’t get much traction 

at next Monday’s Buckhead Town Coun-
cil meeting.

The meeting, scheduled for 7 p.m. on 
April 18 at the town’s fire hall, will vote 
on the planning commission’s approved 
language to create an agri-tourism district.

Buckhead voices displeasure 
with agri-tourism zoning ruling

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The former Steak ‘n Shake build-
ing will soon be the home to a new 

Starbucks location.
According to Kevin O’Leary, vice 

president, O’Leary Partners, Inc., the 
property is currently under a build-
out by Starbucks to transform the 
Steak ‘n Shake. O’Leary Partners 
owns the building, O’Leary said, and 
has entered into a lease agreement 

Starbucks coming to former Steak ‘n Shake

By Billy W. Hobbs
Herald-Journal Correspondent

MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga. — Someone 
killed Madison native and beloved 
UGA professor, Marianne Shockley, 
by manually choking her to death on 
May 11, 2019 at a residence in Bald-
win County, Ga.

But a jury of 12 men and women, 
who listened to better than three days 
of prosecution testimony in the mur-
der trial of 44-year-old Marcus Allen 
Lillard contended he wasn’t the killer 
as portrayed by members of the pros-
ecution team, as well as local and state 
law enforcement authorities.

The case became one of the strangest 
murder cases in the history of Bald-
win County when Lillard and Shock-
ley attended a swim party with a third 
person in Baldwin County the night 
before Shockley’s body was discovered 
in a hot tub during the early morning 
hours of May 11, 2019.

That person turned out to be Dr. 
Clark Heindel, a former clinical psy-
chologist, and owner of The Good 
Karma, a yoga studio in Milledgeville.

While waiting to be interviewed 
further by deputies with the Baldwin 
County Sheriff’s Office on the morning 
of the crime, Heindel went inside his 
residence on Watson Reynolds Road, 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Barbara Parks and her 4-year-
old Terrier-Chihuahua mix stood 
in line for about 20 minutes after 
making the drive from Godfrey to 
Madison’s Town Park on Saturday.

Parks, a life-long Atlanta Braves 
fan stood with “Baby” the dog next 
to the Brave’s World Champion-
ship trophy on Saturday on stage 
at the park for a photo.

“I’ve watched the Braves play 
my whole life,” she said. “I can’t 
hardly afford to see them in per-
son much but this is a once in a 
lifetime experience.”

According to Karen Robertson, 
Madison Main Street director, a 
crowd of people lined up for the 
four hour photo session with the 
2021 World Series trophy. The 
event, sponsored by the Braves 
and Truist Bank, allowed fans to 
stand next to the iconic trophy 
and have their picture made. The 
photo, with the logo “Braves World 
Champions Trophy Tour presented 
by Truist” was sent immediately 
to fans via text message or email.

The trophy tour in Madison was 
one of 151 stops (for every year 
the Braves have played baseball) 
across the state.

Madison’s cozy confines brought 
Gordie Shuman and his daugh-
ter Hannah from Lawrenceville 
to have their photos made with 
their Braves paraphernalia on 
Saturday. Gordie said he and his 
father used to listen to Braves 
broadcast when he was growing 
up in Savannah. From that begin-
ning, he transferred the love of the 
team, and the joy and heartbreak, 

to his daughter.
“My dad and I used to listen to 

them on the radio,” he said. “How 
often do you get to stand next to 
the World Champion trophy?”

“It’s cool to be standing next to 
it,” said Hannah.

Robertson said as word spread, 
so did the excitement. “We’ve had 
a great turnout. They started lin-
ing up around 12:15.” The event 
was scheduled to run from 1 p.m. 

BRAVES TROPHY MAKES A 
TOUR STOP IN TOWN PARK

Not guilty: 
Jury acquits 
Lillard in 
Shockley 
murder

Patrick Yost

Barbara Parks and her dog “Baby” drove from Godfrey to downtown 
Madison Saturday to see and have a picture made with the 2021 World 
Series Championship trophy.

Patrick Yost

The Steak ‘n Shake near I-20 in 
Madison is currently being built out 
to house a new Starbucks Coffee.

Council appears poised to go against county planning 
commission and adopt developer’s ordinance instead

Patrick Yost

Dick Schmidt, an attorney for Callidora Ranch, explains dif-
ferences in a county-authored agri-tourism ordinance and an 
ordinance Schmidt developed for Callidora Ranch’s to Buck-
head Town Council Member Richard Harris on Monday night 
during a Buckhead Town Council work session.
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