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The Morgan County 
Sheriff’s Office and a 
group of local churches 
hold the second annual 
“Faith and Blue” event 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the front lawn of the 
Morgan County Public 
Safety Center. The event 
will feature games for 
children, food and priz-
es along with live music. 
SEE PAGE A7

Madison 
Mayor Fred 
Perriman 
last week 
read to 
Ashley 
Barnes’ third 
grade class 
at Morgan 
County 
Elementary 
School.

♦
Patrick Yost

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Madison Mayor Fred Per-
riman can remember sit-
ting in the sanctuary of the 
Springfield Baptist Church 
on Bethany Road in the early 
1950s the moment his life 
changed.

A woman named Martha 

F. Stinson, Perriman’s first 
grade teacher at the segregat-
ed “church school” handed 
out dog-eared books passed 
down from the white schools 
for the children. There was 
“Jack and Jill” and “Jack and 
the Beanstalk,” and other 
“rhyming books” designed to 

Perriman starts Mayor’s reading club program

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A Morgan County judge has denied $15 bil-
lion in bonds for Rivian to finance the construc-
tion of a massive manufacturing plant, despite 
the project’s backing from top state and local 
officials. Rivian, an electric automaker, plans 
to build a 16 million-square-foot plant across a 
2,000-acre site in Morgan and Walton counties.

Morgan County Superior Court Judge Bren-
da Trammell issued the bombshell ruling on 
Thursday, Sept. 29, dealing several major blows 
to Rivian’s funding plans for the plant and his-
toric incentive deal with the State of Georgia 
and the Joint Development Authority, the local 
four-county board overseeing Rivian’s develop-
ment in Stanton Springs North.

In a 34-page ruling, Trammell not only denied 
the $15 billion bonds requested by the JDA on 

Rivian’s behalf, but determined the electric au-
tomaker should not be exempt from traditional 
property taxes, invalidating the rental agreement 
negotiated between Rivian, the State of Georgia 
and the JDA. She also cast doubt over Rivian’s 
ability to sustain long-term financial success.

Trammell ruled that the JDA failed to jus-
tify the $15 billion in bonds for Rivian, which 

Judge rules against rivian: $15b in bonds denied

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

It was all cheers from the sizable 
crowd gathered at Tuesday’s Morgan 
County Board of Commissioners (BOC) 
meeting, after the commissioners unani-
mously approved two measures paving 
the way for a proposed slaughterhouse 
to open in the county.

The BOC unanimously voted to ap-
prove a map amendment to change the 
parcel of land off of Eatonton Highway 
from Agricultural Residential (AR) to 
an Agricultural (AG) zoning for the pur-
pose of opening an animal processing 
facility, along with a conditional use 
to operate it.

About 50 people packed into the BOC 
morning meeting Tuesday to weigh in 
on the proposed slaughterhouse. About 
a dozen people asked to speak in favor 
of the project, while none of the attend-
ees spoke against it.

By Andrea Gable
Editor

One hundred years ago, the Madi-
sonian newspaper documented the 
first meeting of Madison’s new Ki-
wanis Club, held on Aug. 7, 1922, at 
8 p.m. on a Monday night at Hotel 
Morgan.

“Behind the Kiwanis Club is the 
social feature which is strongly ac-
centuated, and the motto of the 
Club is ‘We Build.’ The work is con-
structive,” read the article. “Once 
a week a luncheon is given and at 

each meeting questions pertinent 
to the welfare of the community 
are discussed and the force of the 
organization is lent to constructive 
measures.”

In the years prior to the first offi-
cial meeting, local business leaders 
and service-minded citizens had be-
gun to float the idea of creating a lo-
cal chapter of the Kiwanis Club that 
had been created in 1915 in Detroit, 
Mich., with the aim of strengthen-
ing communities.

Century of service
Madison Kiwanis Club celebrates 100 years

Meat plant 
gets go ahead

Christine Lambert shared 
how much her late husband, 
Senator Roy Lambert, re-
vered the club, recounting 
humorous remembrances.

Andrea Gable

Babs Johnston speaks to the crowd on the impact Kiwanis has made on FERST Readers over the years.

Tia Lynn Ivey

John Ball, the applicant proposing a 
slaughterhouse off Eatonton Highway, 
was approved to move forward with the 
project during Tuesday’s Morgan Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners meeting.

Mayor joins Georgia City Solutions, schools 
to promote ‘fundamental’ educational skill
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