
ROAD WORK BEGINS

Road work begins  
Monday on Madison’s I-20 
exit ramps and will last for 
two weeks. SEE A2

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR

Neighborhood Missions 
team working on various 
home projects to help  
citizens in need. SEE B1Citizen
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

FREE FIREFLY NIGHTS

Madison’s Firefly  
Festival continues this 
Thursday with a live  
performance by the 
Hobohemians in Town 
Park. Festivities begin at 
7:30 p.m. This series of 
free Firefly Nights  
continues each Thursday 
in July.
SEE B1
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A joint operation between Mor-
gan County and Greene County 
authorities ended with one of the 
largest heroin seizures in Morgan 

County history, authorities said.
According to Lt. Brandon Sellers, 

Morgan County Sheriff’s Office, ap-
proximately eight ounces of heroin 
worth an estimated $13,000 was 
seized from an Atlanta man as he 
stopped to get fuel at the Love’s 

Truck Stop, Monticello Highway, 
last Wednesday, July 7.

Sellers said investigators with 
the Morgan County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Greene County Sheriff’s 
Office had launched a cooperative 
investigation to locate and arrest 

Cardova Jamar Forte, 49, after the 
two agencies “used an exchange 
of information” to predict when 
and where Forte would stop. At 
the truck stop, Sellers said, two 

Authorities in major joint operation make ‘one 
of the largest heroin seizures in Morgan County’

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The U.S. Marshals Service Fugitive 
Task Force, officers with the Madi-
son Police Department and Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Deputies wearing 

ballistic vests and hel-
mets all converged on 
a wanted man Tues-
day night using the 
sheriff’s office “heavy 
rescue vehicle” at the 
Pilot Truck Stop.

According to Chief 
Deputy Keith Howard, 
the reinforced pres-
ence of officers and 

equipment, including an armored 

Fugitive arrested at Madison truck stop

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A Morgan County man was 
killed in a head-on collision 
in Oconee County last week.

According to Georgia State 
Patrol reports, Jeffrie Rivers, 
52, was pronounced dead at 
the scene of the two-vehicle 
collision on U.S. Highway 441. 
Reports state that Rivers was 
a passenger in a 1998 Ford 
Ranger driven by Carnell Por-
ter, 64, Madison, who alleg-
edly entered the southbound 
lane of U.S. 441 while travel-
ing northbound.

The front of a 2015 Honda 
CR-V driven by Sidney Luke, 
72, Elberton, struck the front 
passenger side of the Ranger 
driven by Porter. The incident 
occurred at approximately 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 6.

Reports state that both ve-
hicles sustained fire damage 
in the crash and both came to 
an uncontrolled rest off the 
highway.

The Ranger’s driver, Porter, 
along with the Honda’s driver, 
Luke, and passenger, 69-year-
old Kathy Luke, were all trans-
ferred to Piedmont Athens Re-
gional Medical Center with 
“non-life threatening injuries.”

According to SFC Tim Meyer, 
Georgia State Patrol, authori-
ties are “investigating if impair-
ment was a factor which caused 
the driver the Ford Ranger, Mr. 
Carnell Porter, to lose control 
of his vehicle.”

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The first thing Buckhead Mayor 
Drew Miller learned last Thurs-
day night during a special called 
meeting of the Buckhead Town 
Council was crowd control.

Prior to the council voting 2-1 
to accept former Mayor Ricky 
Walker’s resignation, acrimo-
ny came back to the front at the 
meeting when Walker’s wife and 
Council Member Richard “Buddy” 
Harris exchanged words during 
the public comment portion of 
the meeting.

Cindy Walker told the coun-
cil that her husband was “really 
sorry” for how he had stormed 
out of the last two meetings fol-
lowing brief but bitter exchang-
es with Harris and that he had 
tried to apologize last week to 

the council “but it wasn’t good 
enough for one person (Harris).”

“He didn’t apologize to me,” 
Harris said.

“He apologized to every last 
one of you,” she said.

“Is this on the agenda?” Har-
ris asked.

Cindy continued to extol her 

Drew Miller named 
new Buckhead mayor
City council accepts former mayor’s resignation

Man dies 

in crash 

on 441

Former Buckhead Mayor Ricky 
Walker’s wife Cindy sparred 

with Buckhead Town Council 
Member Richard “Buddy” 
Harris at a special called 

meeting Thursday where the 
council accepted the former 

mayor’s resignation. Harris has 
written an apology to the 

citizens of Morgan County. To 
read Harris’ letter, see Page A4.

Patrick Yost

Drew Miller is sworn in via Face Time as the new Buckhead mayor by Morgan County Clerk of Superior Court Jody 
Higdon while Buckhead Town Clerk Cheryl Saffold holds a phone.

U.S. Marshals and local 
authorities converge on 
man wanted for allegedly 
firing shots at deputies

Contributed Photo

Sheriff’s Office deputies Sgt. Chad Lanier and Sgt. Chase Young stand near the 
“heavy rescue vehicle” used to arrest a wanted fugitive at Pilot Truck Stop.

Virgil 
Ludlum

The front of a 2015 
Honda CR-V driven by 
Sidney Luke, 72, Elber-

ton, struck the front 
passenger side of the 

Ranger driven by  
Porter� The incident  
occurred at about 

7 p�m� on Tuesday, July 
6� Reports state that 

both vehicles sustained 
fire damage in the 

crash and both came to 
an uncontrolled rest off 

the highway�
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