
TAKING AIM

Morgan County’s archery 
team readies for national 
competition in Nebraska
SEE PAGE B1

AMAZING KIDS

New daycare and learn-
ing center on Main Street is 
now open for business.
SEE PAGE B5
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eVeNT OF THe WeeK

SWeeT HARMONY

Local favorite, Sweet 
Harmony, performs at 
7 p.m. this Friday, June 
11, as part of the Rut-
ledge Summer Concert 
Series, a series of free 
concerts at the gazebo in 
Downtown Rutledge ev-
ery Friday in City Park. 
Bring a chair, blanket, 
cooler and picnic for a 
fun-filled family evening 
of music under the stars.

SEE PAGE B3
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

“I have lived here all my 
life, but now I cannot afford 
to live anywhere in Madison 
and I have nowhere to go,” 
said Linda Veasley, a tenant of 
Madison Square Apartments 
facing a steep rent increase 
this summer.

Tenants of Madison Square 
Apartments are outraged by 
a drastic rent hike effective 

July 1, 2021, announced by 
new owner, Robert Scott, with 
RAC Properties of Athens, 
who purchased the apart-
ment complex earlier this 
year, and new property man-
ager, Erin Calhoun.

Tenants received letters in 
April notifying them of the 
new rental rates, which are 
jumping up between $250-
$350 per month. According 

‘Nowhere to go’

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Madison Mayor 
and City Council passed 
the fiscal year 2022 bud-
get, coming in at $18.9 
million, a $2.1 million in-
crease from the current 
fiscal year’s budget. The 
new budget will enable 
the council to adopt the 
rollback millage rate later 
this summer, although 
city staff has advised the 
council to either leave 
the millage rate as it is 
or raise it.

“Our budget is prepared 
for the council to take the 
rollback rate, but they will 
vote in July on whether 
or not to take the rollback 
rate,” said Karen Stapp, 
chief finance officer for 
the city of Madison.

During the budget pro-
posal process, city staff 
recommended forgoing 
adopting the rollback mill-
age rate and instead, in-
creasing the millage rate 
to generate more revenue 
in order to counteract a 
growing shortfall in the 
city’s budget due to both 
temporary and permanent 
expenditure increases.

“The alarm bells are 
sounding,” said City Man-
ager David Nunn. “I take 
every request to move 
taxes up even by one dol-
lar very seriously, but it 
would be irresponsible 
of your staff not to tell 
you what we are seeing 
and bring it before you 
and make a recommen-
dation.”

According to Stapp, the 
city has a current defi-
cit of more than half a 
million dollars, and that 
deficit is on a trajectory 
to swell to $710,000 un-
der the FY 2022 budget 
if the city does not raise 
property taxes.

“This year’s deficit of 
$528,000 definitely raised 
my eyebrows,” said Stapp. 
“And now it is truly con-
cerning that we are see-
ing it grow to $710,000 
next year.”

According to Stapp, 
despite some revenue 
increases from funding 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

At 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 12, 
Mindy Sanders was checking out a cus-
tomer at the Valero Convenience Store 
on Georgia Highway 83. The store, also 
known as the Country Store, sits at the 
intersection of Georgia Highway 83 (also 
known as Bostwick Highway) and Sandy 
Creek Road.

She can’t recall what the man was 
buying because at that time, suddenly, 
“It sounded like something exploded.”

Winn Brown, a gregarious 49-year-
old man who lives in Monroe was trav-
eling west on Sandy Creek Road at the 
same time with his wife, Andrea. The 
couple was returning from a wedding 

reception at Lake Oconee and were fol-
lowing a white pickup truck. The truck, 
says Brown, was driving normally, ob-
serving the speed limit and the couple 
was keeping pace. “He was driving fine,” 
recalls Brown.

When the couple began to approach 
the intersection of Georgia 83 and San-
dy Creek Road, Brown says he told his 
wife there was a stop sign ahead and she 
needed to start slowing down. The truck 
in front of the couple did not.

“I never saw a brake light,” Brown says. 
“I said a prayer but before I could finish 
the thought, he was going through the 
intersection.”

Ethan Roberts was standing at the back 
of a Ford F 150 pickup truck at the gas 
pumps of the convenience store. He was 

catching up with a friend, Joah Plumley, 
18, of Madison, who had stopped for 
fuel. While the two were talking, Roberts 
heard the frantic screech of rubber tires 
trying to catch purchase on hot asphalt. 
Then there was a sound “like a cannon,” 
Roberts says. Roberts ducked down be-
hind the truck and peered over to see a 
gold 1997 Ford Super Wagon van strike 
a white Chevy pickup truck square on 
the driver’s side door as the truck ran 
the stop sign of the intersection. The 
violent collision caused the truck to skid 
off the road and slide into a fuel pump. 
The van rolled on its side and slid onto 
the edge of the parking lot. Roberts, 23, 
stood up. When the truck hit the pump 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A local beloved artist, Eu-
gene Swain, was tragically 
killed in a car accident Sat-
urday at the intersection of 
Sandy Creek Road and Bost-
wick Highway. His wife, Glen-
da Swain, remains hospital-
ized, clinging to life in critical 
condition after the wreck.

Eugene Swain, 61, of Buck-
head, was a painter heavily 
involved with the local muse-
ums and art programs, known 
for his unique creations de-
picting rural, southern life. 

“What a loss for our com-
munity. I have been distraught 

ever since hearing the news. 
He and his wife are great 
people,” said Madison May-
or Fred Perriman and board 

member of the Morgan County 
African American Museum 
(MCAAM). “He was our res-
ident artist at the MCAAM 

and we want the community 
to remember him for the tal-
ented artist that he was. He 
lived a life committed to his 
family, to his church and to 
his community. He will be 
missed at the MCAAM and 
we will soon honor his legacy.”

The family of the Swains 
are devastated at the loss of 
Eugene and are hopeful for 
Glenda to make it through 
her severe injuries.

“My father was our back-
bone and it is going to be 
hard moving on knowing 
he is not here with us,” said 
Shambrica Swain, Eugene 

Two dead after crash
Truck hits gas pump, explodes at Bostwick Highway

Remembering Eugene Swain

City 
passes 

$18.9M 
budget 

for 2022

Patrick Yost

A Morgan County deputy surveys a horrific crash scene Saturday at the Valero Convenience store at the intersection of 
Sandy Creek Road and Georgia Highway 83.
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Glenda and Eugene Swain.

Linda 
Veasley, 
64, and 
Dora Few, 
65, sit 
outside in 
Madison 
Square 
Apartments 
where they 
have each 
lived for a 
decade.
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Madison’s housing crisis reaches 
tipping point as rent skyrockets

Community mourns loss of local artist and native son of Morgan County
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