
McSTEAMY ON STAFF

Morgan Medical Center em-
ploys germ-zapping robots 
to disinfect high-traffic hos-
pital spaces. 
SEE PAGE A8

ABUZZ WITH FUN

Madison’s Firefly Festival 
continues throughout the 
month of July with high-
energy performances each 
Thursday. 
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

The Back to School Rally 
Drive-Thru event is held 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
at Morgan County High 
School. Morgan Coun-
ty Family Connection is 
providing free backpacks 
filled with school sup-
plies for local students 
on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

SEE PAGE A5
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A tragic accident in 2018 
would spark an unyielding 
gratitude in funeral home 
owner Bernard Holston 
for local law enforcement 
agents and first responders.

After Eatonton Assistant 
Fire Chief Andy Harris was 
killed in a head-on colli-
sion en route to Holston’s 
location in Madison, the 
tragedy forever changed 
Holston’s appreciation for 
first responders. From that 
day forward, Holston has 

seized any opportunity avail-
able to honor the work of 
police, firefighters, and 
first-responders.

Last Friday, he orches-
trated a barbecue-style 
luncheon for local public 
servants outside of Ber-
nard’s Family Funeral Care 
in Madison.

Georgia State Patrol offi-
cers, Morgan County Sheriff 
deputies, Madison Police 
officers, and Madison and 
Morgan County firefight-
ers all gathered together to 

Honored to serve

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan County Charter School 
System officials are hoping the 
upcoming school year can be a re-
turn to normalcy. When students 
return to the classroom on Aug. 4, 
they will be free from most of the 
protections in place last year to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19, 
although school officials pledge to 
maintain some coronavirus-related 
precautions throughout the year.

“We are looking forward to get-
ting back to normal,” said Super-
intendent Dr. Virgil Cole during 
Monday evening’s regular school 
board meeting.

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Corporal Stacey Eaton was gas-
sing up his Madison Police Depart-
ment patrol car around 4:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, July 1. It was the 
nearing the end of Eaton’s shift. 
His partner, officer Blake Rowe, 
was finishing a two egg breakfast 
at the Waffle House (it’s $4 and 
peace officers get free coffee) near 
Interstate 20.

That night the two, Rowe work-
ing Zone 1 (the interstate area) 
and Eaton working Zone 2 (down-
town and business district), had 
arrested two men for allegedly 
stealing a truck, had wrestled a 
man so impaired that after they 
drug him from an interstate motel 
room and transported him to the 
Morgan County Detention Cen-
ter, jail officers stripped the man 
down and placed him on suicide 
watch in a padded cell.

Rowe had confronted a crowd of 
about 50 people that was reaching 
a boiling point at Orchard Grove 
Apartments and cared for a kid 
with a split lip.

Nobody wanted to press charg-
es there.

Both Rowe, who was sitting with 
Morgan County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputy Lee Kitchens at the Waffle 
House, and Eaton heard another 
call come across their emergency 
radio. Eaton jammed his gas cap 
back on, Rowe tossed his credit 
card to a Waffle House waitress 
and jogged out of the restaurant. 
“You get a call for an unresponsive 
person behind the Red Roof and 
it’s an OD,” says Eaton.

They had almost made it through 
another shift, both say. They were 
near the end and squarely in that 

one hour that seems to attract a 
human barometric response to 
both rage and acts of hopelessness.

“Between 4 a.m and 5 a.m. is 
the worst,” says Rowe.

Savannah Morreira was near-
ing the end of her shift, too. Mor-
reira, a Union Point resident, has 
been the night clerk at the Red 
Roof Inn for more than a year. 
The single mother of three chil-
dren (her 5-year-old starts kinder-
garten this year and she’s excited 
about that) works from 11 p.m. to 
7 a.m. and “really likes my job.”

Third shift, she says, is typi-
cally “quiet and relaxing.” It also 
affords her time to get home to 
get her children to school, sleep 
and come back for another shift. 
“I love working at night,’ she says. 
“I like the hours. I like the people. 
There have been several occasions 
when I’ve had the opportunity to 

help people. I like that.”
Morreira had walked the park-

ing lot earlier and had seen a man 
sitting with his head tilted back 
in a car seat. She assumed he was 
sleeping and was getting ready to 
knock on the window when she 
tripped and fell. Embarrassed, she 
says, she walked back to the lobby.

A few minutes later, around 
4:50 a.m., Morreira heard a wom-
an screaming. She left her post 
to walk back outside and tell the 
woman that “they couldn’t be 
fighting.”

“As soon as I got closer, I could 
hear her yelling for him to wake 
up,” she says. Then she saw Chris-
topher Cornett’s face illuminat-
ed by the sharp yellow glow of a 
dome light. “He was gray.” She 
knew Cornett, she says. He and 

FIVE MINUTES OF FEAR
Police, clerk help save man after suspected OD in parking lot

Back to 
school, 
back to 
normal

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Morgan County Board of 
Education unanimously adopted 
a $34 million budget with a local 
tax revenue driven by a rollback 
mileage rate of approximately 13.9.

After a second public hearing on 
Monday, July 19, the school board 
voted to approve the FY 2022 Bud-
get without change from previous 
presentations.

According to Dr. Virgil Cole, 
superintendent, Morgan County 
Charter School System, the pro-
posed budget is approximately 1 
percent higher than last year. The 
budget, according to Cole, includes 
$15,865,000 in local property tax 
revenue and $17,434,607 in state 
tax revenue. It also projects con-
tinuing a fund balance around 32 

BOE adopts 
$34 million 
’22 budget

Patrick Yost

From left, Corporal Stacey Eaton of Madison Police Department, Deputy Lee Kitchens of the Morgan County Sher-
iff’s Office and Officer Blake Rowe of the MPD, all worked together to bring a man back from a suspected overdose.

Patrick Yost

Savannah Morreira, a night clerk at the Red Roof Inn on Eatonton Road 
heard shouting from the back parking lot and went outside to investi-
gate. She found a man unresponsive from a suspected overdose and 
began CPR efforts.

Board to approve 
rollback millage

Bernard’s funeral home holds BBQ 
luncheon to honor local public servants

Tia Lynn Ivey

Bernard’s Famly Funeral Home staff, from left, Maurice Walker, Stephanie Clark, Sharon 
Peoples, and Delane Anderson, serve lunch to local public servants last Friday.
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