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FAT TUESDAY

Rutledge transformed into a 
‘small but special’ New Or-
leans during a recent Mardi 
Gras celebration. 
SEE PAGE A2

OFF AND RUNNING

Morgan County High School’s 
Track & Field teams started 
their season with 17 first place 
finishes.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF ThE WEEK

Run until you’re dog tired 
this Saturday for the annu-
al “4K For 4 Paws” event 
to raise funds for the Hu-
mane Society of Morgan 
County. The walk/run ben-
efit is held on March 12 at 
10 a.m. at Bill Wood Park 
in Madison.

SEE PAGE A8
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The community is mourning the sud-
den loss of a beloved young man known 

as a “friend to everyone.” Nick Walker, an 
alumnus of Morgan County High School, 
died on March 4 due to kidney failure, just 
shy of his 27th birthday.

A celebration of life memorial service 
will be held this Saturday, Mar. 12 at 2 p.m. 
in the auditorium of Morgan County High 

Madison mourns 
‘Mr. Morgan county’

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

As County Commissioner Andy 
Ainslie announces he will not seek 
a fifth term, two local Republican 
candidates have qualified this week 
to run for his seat: Keith Wilson 
and Blake McCormack.

Ainslie, who has served on the 
Morgan County Board of Com-
missioners (BOC) since 2007 as 
well as the Joint Development 
Authority (JDA) overseeing the 
development of Stanton Springs, 
says he will not run for reelection 
after serving more than 15 years 
on the BOC.

“I will not be running again. I 
have places to go and things to 
see,” said Ainslie, who is turning 
70 this year. “I have been very 
honored to serve the county for 
four terms. There are a lot of good 
people that can fill my shoes and I 
look forward to supporting who-
ever gets elected.”

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Two Republican titans are duking it out for the office 
of Governor in Georgia, dragging Rivian onto the battle-
field ahead of the primary election this May.

David Perdue, a former U.S. Senator challenging Gov. 
Brian Kemp, campaigned in Rutledge Tuesday, March 
1, during an anti-Rivian community meeting with oth-
er Republican candidates to decry the Kemp-brokered 
Rivian Automotive deal, which aims to construct a 
16-million square-foot electric vehicle manufacturing 
plant on a 2,000-acre mostly rural site spanning Mor-
gan and Walton counties.

“I am standing here with you in this fight,” said Per-
due. “Brian Kemp has sold us out again, right here in 
Rutledge, Georgia, and all the counties surrounding 
here...He sold it out to George Soros, giving him hun-
dreds of millions of dollars of our tax dollars with this 
insane Rivian deal.”

Perdue called for the Rivian deal to be put up for vote 
before moving forward.

“I back you guys having a referendum on this damned 
thing, too,” said Perdue. 

The same day, Kemp sent his public communica-
tions director, Cody Hall, to hold a brief press gaggle 
in Atlanta to bash Perdue’s Rivian opposition, charac-
terizing the former Senator as a hypocritical political 

Rally in Rutledge
Rivian become wedge issue in heated race for governor

County 
shakeup 
underway

Tia Lynn Ivey

Ellie Kathleen Howard holds an Anti-Kemp sign while 
sitting on her grandmother, Kathy Thomason.

Tia Lynn Ivey

David Perdue speaks at an anti-Rivian rally on Tuesday, March 1, in Rutledge.

Ainslie won’t seek 
reelection, two 
candidates run 
for his seat

Tia Lynn Ivey

Long-time County Commissioner 
Andy Ainslie will not seek a fifth term 
in office after serving 15 years on Mor-
gan County Board of Commissioners.

Nick Walker passes away 
days before 27th birthday

Contributed Photo

Nick Walker as a student at Morgan County High School 
always cheered his fellow peers on with kind gestures and 
encouraging words.
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