
SOCCER SEASON ENDS

After an exhilarating season, 
the Morgan County High 
School Boys soccer team fin-
ish in the Elite 8 after losing 
to Coahulla Creek.
 SEE PAGE B1

AFLAT IS BACK

A Funky Little Art Thing, 
the annual artshow show-
casing students’ creative 
works, was held at Morgan 
County High School last 
week. SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

CIRCUS IN TOWN

Don’t miss the Loomis 
Bros Circus coming to 
Idlewild Equestrian in 
Buckhead on Reids Fer-
ry Road this Wednesday 
and Thursday, May 12-
13 at 7:30 p.m. with an 
afternoon showing on 
Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 
Adults, ages 12 and up 
$20. Kids ages 2-8, $8, 
and kids under age 2 are 
free!
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A man who frightened Waffle House 
customers at 4 a.m. on Saturday, May 

8, was tased twice to 
no effect before a host 
of police officers and a 
good Samaritan held 
the man to the floor of 
the Pilot truck stop for 
an arrest.

According to Madison 
Police Department re-
ports, Jacob Christian 
Gaddis, 26, of Conyers, 

was arrested and charged with one 
count felony obstruction, four counts 
misdemeanor obstruction, one count 
public intoxication and two counts in-
terfering with a business after Gad-
dis caused a cook at the Waffle House 
to hit a “panic alarm” based on Gad-
dis’ actions.

When an officer arrived at the res-
taurant, he was told that Gaddis had 
“been acting very strange and they 
were concerned he was about to rob 
them.” The employee said Gaddis had 
“caused several customers to leave 
due to his behavior…”

When the officer approached Gaddis 
and told him he was under arrest for 
public intoxication, Gaddis, reports 
allege, actively resisted arrest. The 
officer warned Gaddis that he would 
be tased if he did not comply and 
Gaddis continued to resist and fled 
the restaurant. The officer called for 
an expedited response from backup 
and struck Gaddis with a taser weap-
on which “had no effect,” according 
to reports.

Gaddis ran to the Pilot Truck Stop 
and was tased a second time, again 
“with no effect.”

At the Pilot, the officer tackled 
Gaddis inside the convenience store 

Police: Man 
tased twice 
after panic 
at Waffle 
House

Jacob 
Gaddis

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A Madison man is clinging 
to life after he was intention-
ally struck, police allege, by a 

minivan near the parking lot 
of the Old South Liquor Store, 
Eatonton Road.

According to Madison Police 
Chief Bill Ashburn, Christo-
pher Dwayne Smith, 28, is on 

life support with “severe head 
injuries” at Piedmont Athens 
Regional Medical Center.

Joel Massey, 69, of Madi-
son, was arrested at the scene 
on Wednesday, May 5, after 

authorities allege Massey in-
tentionally struck Smith while 
driving a green minivan. Ash-
burn said the impact of the strike 
caused Smith to violently strike 
his head against the street.

Police: Man mowed down after fight
Joel Massey is arrested after allegedly striking man with van

Joel Massey

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Each Morgan County 
School has announced their 
pick for Teacher of the Year, 
surprising each teacher with 
the award last Friday.

Drama Teacher Lenae Rose 
was named Morgan County 
High School’s Teacher of 
the Year. Special Educa-
tion Teacher and Speech 
Pathologist Lindsay Peaster 
was named Morgan Coun-
ty Middle School’s Teacher 
of the Year. Math Teacher 
Chelsea Hayes was named 
Morgan County Elementa-
ry School’s Teacher of the 
Year and Special Education 
Teacher Heather Doolittle 
was named Morgan County 

Primary School’s Teacher 
of the Year.

Each school also named 
their picks for “Support Per-
son of the Year.”

Morgan County High 
School picked two nurses, 
Mary Ellen Ramsey and Hope 
DeLaigle. Morgan County 
Middle School named El 
Hayes as the Support Per-
son of the Year. Morgan 
County Elementary School 
named Jill Gresham as the 
school’s Support Person of 
Year and Morgan County 
Primary School named Jill 
Adams as Support Person 
of the year.

“We are grateful and proud 
of all of our Teachers of the 

Morgan County announces Teachers of the year

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

“We are here today to 
tell the community we 
will not let them take 
away our vote,” said 
Madison Mayor Fred 
Perriman before dozens 
of local citizens set out 
on a “Votercade” through 
Madison on Saturday, 
May 8, in conjunction 
with 150 simultaneous, 
nationwide demonstra-
tions in honor of Na-
tional John Lewis Voting 
Rights Day of Action.

With a parade of 
marchers and deco-
rated cars and bikes, 
Grand Marshal Pastor 
W.J Reid led the pro-
cession through town, 
as participants donned 
signs advocating for an 
updated version of the 
1965 Voting Rights Act.

Before demonstra-
tors set off from the old 

Morgan County Middle 
School through the His-
toric Canaan District, 
local leaders spoke to 
the crowd about the im-
portance of protecting 
voting rights in the face 
of a wave of election 
reform bills cropping 
up across the country, 
which voting rights ad-
vocates claim will make 
it harder for people to 
vote, especially among 
minority populations 
and economically disad-
vantaged communities.

MCHS Senior Alex 
Williams read a letter 
penned by the late John 
Lewis, Georgia Congress-
man and Civil Rights 
icon, in 2020 before 
he died.

“Ordinary people with 
extraordinary vision 
can redeem the soul of 
America by getting in 

Votercade rolls 
through Madison

Tia Lynn Ivey

A procession of marchers and decorated vehicles paraded through Madison’s Historic Canaan Neighborhood 
in solidarity with more than 150 simultaneous demonstration happening nationwide on Saturday, May 8, to 
advocate to voting rights. The events were planned in honor of National John Lewis Voting Rights Advance-
ment Action Day.

Kids hold voting rights signs during Saturday’s Votercade.

MCHS TOTY Lenae Rose, MCPS TOTY Heather Doolittle, MCES TOTY Chelsea Hayes, and 
MCMS TOTY Lindsay Peaster.
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