
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

NEVER FORGET

A Remembrance Ceremony 
is planned for Sept. 11 at the 
Morgan County Public  
Safety Center to mark the 
20th anniversary of the  
9/11 attacks.
SEE PAGE A3

BITTERSWEET

Local candy shop, Antique 
Sweets, will close its doors 
on Main Street later this 
month until a new location 
can be found.
SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

FALL KICKOFF

Farmview Market kicks 
off the season with its 
annual Southern  
Classic BBQ  
competition this  
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The event also 
features live music and 
crafting opportunities.
SEE PAGE A2
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Alan Verner gazed out across 1,600 acres of 
vacant land in rural Georgia during the late 
1990s, believing it could one day become an 
industrial hub creating thousands of high-
paying jobs and generating substantial tax 
revenue for the surrounding counties.

“Today, we have accomplished all we set 
out to do all those years ago,” said Verner. 
“It was a long journey, but we made it.”

Alan Verner has been at the helm of the 
Joint Development Authority, the four-
county board tasked with overseeing the 

development of Stanton Springs Indus-
trial Park, since its conception nearly 25 
years ago.

Over the course of two decades, Verner 
chaired the board that would transform the 
region — securing two historic multibillion 
dollar investments while bringing in lucrative 
high-tech and biopharmaceutical industries. 
The 1,600 acre site is currently the home 
of Takeda, a $1.2 billion biopharmaceutical 
company, a $14 million Bioscience Train-
ing Center and a new Facebook data cen-
ter, the first phase of which is estimated to 

Alan Verner retires after nearly 25 years on the JDA

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Tim Ligon, 56, of Madi-
son, the former Chief Fi-
nance Officer for Good-
will Industries of Middle 
Georgia and current Chair-
man of the City of Madi-
son’s Audit Committee is 

being accused of credit 
card fraud to the tune of 
$75,000.

A representative from 
Goodwill, Brian Grady, filed 
a civil complaint with the 
Morgan County Sheriff’s 
Office on Aug. 23, accus-
ing Ligon of using his com-
pany credit card to make 

unauthorized personal pur-
chases in the amount of 
$76,593.07 over the course 
of six years. According to 
the police report, the bulk 
of the disputed purchas-
es were made in Morgan 
County.

“It is regrettable that this 
abuse of trust occurred. 

There is a zero tolerance 
for theft of any kind at 
Goodwill,” said James Stiff, 
president of Goodwill In-
dustries of Middle Georgia, 
through a press release.

According to Stiff, in 
March of 2021, Ligon was 

Goodwill says ex-CFO stole $75K

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A long-time 
Morgan County 
High School em-
ployee turned her-
self in Friday af-
ter being charged 
with taking more 
than $37,000 
from a school ac-
tivity fund in the 
past two years.

According to Capt. Brandon 
Sellers, Investigations Division, 
Morgan County Sheriff’s Office, 
Susan Beasley, 59, of Madison, 
turned herself in to authori-
ties Friday around noon and 
was immediately released on 
a $37,000 bond.

Sellers said Beasley is ac-
cused of one count theft by 
taking after school officials in 
January allegedly found dis-
crepancies in several school 
activity accounts used, in part, 
to supplement athletic costs, 
student support and other ac-
tivities not funded through the 
school board. The funds, he 
said, come from several sourc-
es including gate fees for ath-
letic events and from profits 
made from vending machines 
in the school.

Woman 
charged 
in school 
fund theft

Tim Ligon

Susan 
Beasley

Alan Verner, 
seated, 
stepped 
down as 
chairman of 
the Joint 
Development 
Authority in 
August, after 
more than 
20 years of 
service.
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BULLDOGS 

ARE BACK

M
organ County Bulldog Ashton Cooper (above) climbs 
the ladder to try and haul in a pass Friday night during 
the Bulldog opener at Bill Corry Stadium. The Dogs took 

a loss in their opener against county-line rival Putnam County. 
The stadium was packed with fans for the official beginning of 
football and the majesty of high school on a Friday night was 
apparent at the American Legion Field. 

For more on the Dogs’ performance and what to expect going 
forward, see our detailed game information, stats and photos 
beginning on Page B1.
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