
Atlanta Fine Homes, LLC fully 

supports the principles of the 

Fair Housing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Each franchise is 
independently owned and operated.

michael 404.394.4071  •  jeffrey 404.216.1592  •  michaelredwine@atlantafinehomes.com  •  jeffreyhagy@atlantafinehomes.com  •  atlantafinehomes.com  •  sothebysrealty.com

Local Expertise,
Global Connections

The Michael Redwine Group — Michael Redwine & Jeffrey Hagy

Your Morgan County Neighbors & REALTORS®

Celebrating Historic Properties on the Antebellum Trail from Athens to Macon

MICHAELREDWINEGROUP.COM

HARVEST & HONEY

Rutledge welcomes its  
newest business, Harvest 
& Honey, a specialty food 
store and catering hub in 
the heart of downtown.
SEE PAGE A8

DOGS DOMINATE

The Bulldogs pounded the 
Academy of Richmond 
County to mark a  
memorable homecoming 
game last Friday.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

HAUNTED HOUSE & 

SPOOKY TRAIL

Hard Labor Creek  
State Park hosts its  
annual Haunted House 
and Spooky Trail by the 
Lake this Saturday. Two  
sessions are available for 
all ages.
SEE PAGE B4
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Here is what Claudine Pep-
pers remembers about life in 
Bostwick when she was a child.

There was Peppers Grocery 
Store, run by her parents Bo 
and Ludie Ruark Peppers. They 
bought the store in 1953 and 
“we sold everything,” she says. 
“Kerosene, tires, groceries.” 
Peppers began working at the 
store when she was 13 years 
old. The work day started at 

4:30 a.m. to prepare food for 
farm workers bussed in to han-
dle the vast cotton fields.

“I had to slice bologna, slice 
cheese, get the Vienna sausage 
and potted meat and all that 
laid out.” The workers would 
stop by the store, put the items 
on a credit slip and pay for the 
food on their way out of town 
after a day in the fields.

There was Martin’s Grocery 
Store, Rosa Mae McDougal had 
a grocery store. There was Her-
schel Lowe Grocery, Nunn’s 

Store, Bostwick Supply and the 
Bank of Bostwick. In the 1950s, 
she says there were two cotton 
gins working and the town had 
two barber shops.

Claudine was born in 1940 on 
a farm her parents bought near 
Sowhatchett Road. In 1943 the 
family moved to Bostwick and 
Peppers has never left.

This year she will be hon-
ored as the 2021 Cotton Gin 
Festival Queen and as part of 

claudine Peppers to be 2021 cotton Gin Festival Queen

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The Town of Buckhead began discussions to 
fund and rehabilitate its aging water system 
Monday night after hearing an assessment from 
Turnipseed Engineers, an Atlanta-based firm 

tasked with identifying areas of concern in the 
town’s system.

Turnipseed Engineers President Kenneth E. 
Green spoke to the town council and delivered a 
comprehensive estimate of both immediate and 
long term needs for the town. Estimated costs for 
immediate and long term system improvements 

include developing a second well, creating an al-
ternative pipe crossing under the rail line that 
intersects the town and several piping needs. Es-
timates for the immediate improvement is more 
than $500,000, according to Green’s report.

buckhead needs $500,000 in water repairs

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Morgan County deputies investi-
gated a bizarre truck 
wreck and an incoher-
ent man after a mother 
called authorities with 
concern that her son 
was in trouble.

According to Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office 
reports, Kevin Tyler Har-
ris, 44, Madison was 
eventually arrested af-

ter deputies found a truck allegedly 
driven by Harris upside down near 
the intersection of Davis Academy 
Road and Old Mill Road and later 
found Harris outside the front door 
of a house on Centennial Road, claim-
ing that he had stabbed two people.

Reports state that at 1:43 a.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, Morgan County 
Dispatch received a call from Harris’ 
mother stating she was concerned 
with her son’s safety after he called 
her and told her he “needed help.” 
While the mother was enroute from 
Social Circle to Harris’ Centennial 
Road residence, she then called dis-
patch and informed them that she 
found Harris’ 1997 Ford Ranger up-
side down at the intersection.

Reports state that deputies diverted 
to the wreck scene observed that the 

Morgan County High School Senior Kyla Cook is crowned the 2021 
Homecoming Queen. Last year’s queen, Jesse Young, passed on her 
crown to Cook at Friday night’s homecoming football game. She was 
escorted by her father, Fred Cook. For more photos of this year’s 
homecoming festivities, see Page B3.

MCHS crowns 2021 
Homecoming Queen

Man claims 
he stabbed 
two people

Council to begin work with engineering firm to fund, begin system rehab

No victims located 
after bizarre arrest

Kevin Tyler 
Harris

With the excep-
tion of three years 
on a farm off 
Sowhatchett 
Road, Claudine 
Peppers has 
spent her entire 
life in Bostwick. 
Peppers is this 
year’s Bostwick 
Cotton Gin 
Festival Queen.

♦

Patrick Yost

See ARREST, A6

See REPAIRS, A5

See PEPPERS, A5


