
SEASON OPENER

MCHS Boys  
Basketball begin new era 
under Coach Cody  
Anderson with 64-52 win 
over Cedar Shoals.
SEE PAGE B1

SANTA AT THE CENTER

Jolly Ol’ St. Nick made  
a stop at the Madison- 
Morgan Cultural  
Center for the fourth  
annual Santa at the  
Center holiday event.
SEE PAGE B3
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EvENT OF THE WEEK

SATURDAY, NOv. 26

Madison Main Street 
hosts a “Shop Small 
Saturday” event to 
support local busi-
nesses. Shoppers 
who purchase $26 
with downtown  
merchants can  
enter to win $100 in 
Downtown Dollar 
gift certificates.
mainstreetmadisonga.com/
shopsmall
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

County leaders have long been mulling over 
an ambitious multimillion dollar plan to ex-
pand Morgan’s recreation facilities.

Now, a $19 million expansion project will 
be decided by the Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners, who are slated to discuss, and 
possibly vote, on the project at a special-called 
meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 30 at 9 a.m. The 
discussion and vote will take place publicly, 
but there will not be an official public hear-
ing on the matter before the vote.

Originally, county leaders were hoping to 
put the $19 million rec expansion project on 
the ballot as a referendum question to gauge 
the public’s support, but the state denied the 

Proposed $19m Rec expansion rests 
in hands of morgan commissioners

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The holiday season is upon us, 
and the Madison-Morgan Commu-
nity Food Pantry is hoping to en-
sure everyone has a Thanksgiving 
meal to enjoy with their loved ones.

For the second year in a row, the 
Madison-Morgan Community Food 
Pantry will partner with local res-
taurants, volunteers and sponsors 
to prepare 300 traditional Thanks-
giving meals for people who would 
otherwise not have one.

“We are going to continue that 
tradition and look to serve our 
neighbors again this Thanksgiv-
ing Day. The menu entrées will be 
prepared by our local restaurants 
and plated for pickup and delivery 
only, dine-in accommodations will 
not be offered,” said Sherry Ter-
rell Alexander, one of the board 
members with the Community 
Food Pantry.

This year Hallie Jane’s Catering 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The city of Rutledge’s 
Christmas in the Country 
event and its second an-
nual Chili Cook-off drew 
thousands of people to 
downtown last Saturday, 
said event coordinator 

Jen Buzbee.
“It was a bigger crowd 

than we had last year,” 
Buzbee said.

The day was filled with 
unique shopping oppor-
tunities from handmade 
crafts, a parade that fea-
tured Santa Claus and co-
pious fur friends from the 

Rutledge Rescue Ranch 
and the Humane Society 
of Morgan County and 
even a “Peanut Queen.”

“We had a really diverse 
group of vendors and I got 
positive feedback from 
that,” Buzbee said.

She also said the band, 
“Reckless Abandon,” kept 
the crowd grooving deep 
into the afternoon. “The 
band was phenomenal,” 
she said.

Reckless Abandon’s John 
McCormack said he and 
the band members were 
impressed with the crowd 

and its enthusiasm. “My-
self and the other members 
of Reckless Abandon want 
to express our thanks for 
the opportunity to play for 
the Rutledge Community 
at this wonderful event. It 
was great to see the large 
turnout and we hope to be 
able to return to play again 
soon. We were able to see 
some old friends, meet 
new ones, and share the 
music that we love with 
this great community,” 
McCormack said.

CHRISTmAS IN 
THE COUNTRY

Rutledge 
celebrates the 
season with 

annual parade, 
chili cook off

Giving 
thanks

Rutledge native Leila Kennedy, 3, was crowned “Boiled 
Peanut Princess” by Wade Buzbee, 10, and his brother 
Banks Buzbee, 8. The Buzbee boys operate Buzbee 
Brothers Boiled Peanuts out of the Over Yonder Outpost 
in Rutledge. Kennedy represented Over Yonder Outpost 
in the Rutledge Christmas parade.

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

During a routine presentation 
at last Tuesday’s Morgan County 
Board of Commissioners meeting, 
a sudden thud startled the room.

Morgan County Commissioner 
Donald Harris had collapsed in 
his seat, hitting his head on the 
podium. His fellow commission-
ers turned to see Harris slumped 
over and unresponsive.

Harris recovering 
after collapse at 
BOC meeting

Contributed

Six-year-old Nik Granados dressed as St. Nick and handed out candy during the Rutledge Christmas in the 
Country parade.

Local food pantry 
to serve 300 meals 
to those in need

Special Photo

Willow and Elam Goggan are all smiles after they had 
a chance to chat with Santa Claus at the Yesterday 
Cafe during the Rutledge Christmas in the Country 
event last Saturday.

See PARADE, A2

See EXPANSION, A6

See MEALS, A6

Tia Lynn Ivey

Donald Harris, a Morgan County Com-
missioner, collapsed during Tuesday 
evening’s Board of Commissioners 
(BOC) meeting and was rushed to 
Athens Regional Hospital after suffer-
ing an apparent heart attack.

See HARRIS, A6


