
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
news cafe

special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

SAGE + STONE

A new upscale salon is  
now open for business in  
downtown Madison.
SEE PAGE A8

MAKING WAVES

Swim Dogs celebrate  
Senior Night at inaugural 
Sonny Wood Memorial meet
SEE PAGE B1Citizen
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Follow us online for 
breaking news and more!
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

HOLIDAY cONcErT

Enjoy the musical 
magic of the season! 
The Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra performs its 
annual holiday concert 
at the Madison- 
Morgan Cultural  
Center at 8 p.m. this 
Friday.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A portrait of King Richard and 
a young, young David Bowie line 
the wall of what was once the en-
trance to Simmons Funeral Home.

And the visages are appropri-
ate for the latest addition to the 
Thomas Preston Real Estate, doing 

business as Mad Hospitality, and 
the transformation of the old build-
ing at the corner of East Washing-
ton Street and Hancock.

Welcome to the Hart & Crown 
Tavern, a British-style pub that 
is fitted with antique furniture, 
a beautiful exposed brick wall 

Tavern coming to town

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Employees of the Morgan County Charter 
School System woke up Tuesday morning with 
an early Christmas surprise.

On Monday night, the Morgan County Board 
of Education in a unanimous vote approved 
a one time, $1,624.25 bonus for each of its 

approximately 500 employees. According to 
Dr. Virgil Cole, superintendent, Morgan County 
Charter School System, the more than $750,000 
expenditure will come from a variety of sources 
including federal stimulus money, local funds 
and money from the school system’s unreserved 
fund balance.

After taxes, Cole said Monday night, each em-
ployee can expect a payment from the system 

of $1,500.
“These payments are our way of thanking each 

and every employee for the extra work, sacrifice 
and going above and beyond as we have worked 
to stay in school through this pandemic,” Dr. 
Cole told employees in an email he sent all em-
ployees Monday night moments, just moments 

School employees get $1,600 bonus

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Dave Belton, the Republican Georgia 
State House Representa-
tive for District 112 since 
2015, has announced he 
will not seek reelection 
in 2022.

Belton told the Morgan 
County Citizen that he 
has no intention to run 
for any other office once 
he finishes out his term, 

slated to end on Jan. 9, 2023.
“I am not running for any office,” said 

Belton, who cited his belief in “term-
limits” and the current toxic environ-

ment of Ameri-
can politics as 
his reasons to 
forgo running 
again.

“It has been 
the honor of 
my life to serve 
you these past 

eight years as your State Representa-
tive. However, as a person who believes 
in term-limits, and our Founding Fa-
thers’ vision of a citizen-legislator who 
serves for a short time and then returns 
to his former life, I will not be seeking 
another term of office,” said Belton in 
a written announcement.

“I can honestly say that being a leg-
islator is the most rewarding and yet 
odious job I have ever had. The current 
level of political vitriol — from both the 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Three years ago, to get a mam-
mogram at Morgan Memorial Hos-
pital on South Main Street, you had 
to walk into a trailer parked near a 
parking lot and a trash dumpster. 
It was a double-wide, to be sure, 
but still.

To get an X-ray you were ush-
ered into a small room using 1980s 
technology. The facility wanted 
more, wanted better, but the room 
wouldn’t hold updated technology. 
The room was just too small, says 
Ralph Castillo, CEO, Morgan Medi-
cal Center.

Castillo took the reigns of the strug-
gling Morgan Memorial Hospital in 

2012 after the facility had been run 
by a consortium of hospital staff 
and two members of the Morgan 
County Hospital Authority for a year 
prior. The facility, which opened in 
Madison in 1959, had continued 
to serve the citizens from a com-
pressed capacity defined by space 

HEALTHY 
GrOWTH

Three years  
after completion, 
Morgan Medical 

continues to 
expand its 

impact, size

State Rep. 
Dave Belton 
will not seek 
another term

Patrick Yost

From left, Morgan Medical Center Chief of Staff Dr. Dan Zant, CEO Ralph Castillo and Morgan County 
Hospital Authority Chairman John Moore.

Dave Belton
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Leaving the Georgia 

House on a good 

note / Opinion, A4

Hart & Crown, a British-style pub, 
is slated to open in early 2022

Patrick Yost

Director of Operations Nick Bielli makes a pour of Guiness at the soon-to-be-
opened Hart & Crown Tavern, a British pub concept on East Washington Street.
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