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20tH ANNIVerSArY 
OF tHe 9/11 
terrOrISt AttACK

Don’t miss a special 
memorial service to 
honor the 20th anni-
versary of the 9/11 ter-
rorists attack. The sol-
emn event will be held 
at the Morgan County 
Public Safety Complex 
on Saturday, Sept. 11 
at 8:30 a.m. The public 
safety complex is locat-
ed at 1380 Monticello 
Road in Madison. 
SEE PAGE A2
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Two Madison teens were arrested 
and charged with a host of viola-
tions after they allegedly led police 
on a wild chase that ended when a 
stolen car caught fire.

According to Madison Police De-
partment reports, the incident began 

on Saturday, Sept. 3 at approximate-
ly 6:30 p.m. when off-duty officer 
Stacey Eaton observed a collision 
on Main Street in front of Main 
Street Pantry. When Eaton stopped 
to render aid, a person in the park-
ing lot alerted Eaton that a Mazda 
involved in the wreck had just been 
stolen from the parking lot.

The Mazda was being followed 

by a red Ford Explorer that, reports 
state, police learned later had also 
been reported stolen.

Eaton alerted other officers, in-
cluding deputies with the Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office and troopers 
with the Georgia State Patrol that 
both vehicles were traveling south 
on South Main Street.

A National EMS employee then 
alerted officers that both vehicles 
had turned into Wildflower Way.

Reports state that Officer Blake 
Rowe was able to wedge his pa-
trol vehicle behind the Mazda in 

the subdivision. However, reports 
state, the Mazda rammed Rowe’s 
patrol vehicle, knocking Rowe to 
the ground and injuring the officer.

The vehicle then fled, again tailed 
by the stolen Ford Explorer, which 
struck a red pickup truck in the sub-
division. The Mazda struck a curb 
attempting to leave the subdivi-
sion and the juvenile driver jumped 
from the vehicle and climbed into 
the Ford.

The Explorer then turned west on 

Teens charged, officer injured after chase

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

With just an estimated 50 percent 
COVID-19 vaccination rate among 
Madison city employees, city leaders 
are enacting several incentives to en-
courage employees to become fully 
vaccinated, including a $200 bonus.

“I have expressed my frustrations. 
I am at my wit’s end with this,” said 
City Manager David Nunn, during the 
incentive presentation at the Mayor 
and Madison City Council work ses-
sion last Friday morning. “This affects 
us all and how we do our work. I am 
trying to remind individuals aside 
from the responsibility to themselves 

and their families that they work for 
the public...we just need to think 
outside of our little bubbles. We are 
trying to encourage people and not 
beat anybody down.”

Right now, city leaders are aim-
ing to use positive reinforcement 
to increase employee vaccination 
rates, but may resort to other tactics 

if necessary.
“This is one step, but it may not be 

the end of it. We might have to man-
date weekly testing for those who are 
not vaccinated in the future.”

According to city leaders, unvac-
cinated employees will not yet be 

City workers get $200 for COVID shots

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Companies like Airbnb have rev-
olutionized the lodging industry as 

millions of people opt to 
rent out their own bed-
rooms, in-law suites, or 
entire houses to tour-
ists and vacationers for 
some extra cash. But 
short-term vacation 
rentals continue to be 
a source of controversy, 
with heated opposition 
from established lodg-

ing businesses, neighboring property 
owners, and local governments at-
tempting to regulate the evergrow-
ing popular trend in today’s “shar-
ing economy.” 

The Madison Mayor and City Coun-
cil is poised to wrestle with the issue 
once again. 

As Madison Councilwoman Chris 
Hodges nears the end of her last 
term in office, she is making short-
term vacation rentals one of her last 
battles before she vacates her seat at 
the end of the year. 

During a city council work session 
on Friday, Sept. 3, Hodges asked the 
mayor and council to start a public 
dialogue about short-term vacation 
rentals and to reconsider the issue. 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

In a new partnership with the 
State of Georgia, Morgan Medi-
cal Center (MMC) has opened a 
free drive-thru COVID testing 
clinic outside of the hospital. The 
hospital has also launched a new 

outpatient clinic to treat COVID 
patients with an antibody infusion.

The new clinics come on the cusp 
of Georgia surpassing 1.1 million 
confirmed coronavirus cases, more 
than 20,000 coronavirus deaths, 
and nearly 75,000 coronavirus 
hospitalizations since the start 
of the pandemic in March 2020.

“We opened an outpatient RE-
GEN-COV monoclonal antibody 
infusion clinic last Tuesday,” said 
Megan Morris, director of com-
munity affairs and public rela-
tions for MMC.

“Individuals who are interested in 

teStING AND 
treAtmeNt

Hospital opens free drive-through testing site  
and outpatient COVID antibody infusion clinic

Airbnb 
coming to 
Madison?
City Council to reconsider 
short-term rental issue

Chris 
Hodges

Stolen car eventually catches fire after 
teen allegedly rams patrol car and flees

Patrick Yost

Morgan Medical Center has set up a free, drive-through COVID-19 testing site at its front entrance. The hospital has 
also opened an outpatient clinic to offer REGEN-COV monoclonal antibody infusions to treat patients with COVID-19.
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