
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

GO DOGS!

The Bulldogs are back! Meet 
this year’s MCHS players 
and coaches in this week’s 
special Football preview as 
the Dogs shutout Greene in 
opening scrimmage.
SEE PAGE B1

COMMUNITY HEALING

Faith leaders gathered to 
discuss ways to connect to 
people in need with  
resources and services  
during roundtable  
event and concert.
SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

CONCERT

E.G. Kight performs 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Friday, at the gazebo in 
downtown Rutledge as 
part of the City’s Sum-
mer Concert Series.
SEE PAGE B5
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Rumors that Dollar Gen-
eral is considering building a 
store in downtown Buckhead 
were confirmed Monday night 
when Buckhead Town Coun-
cil Member Richard Harris 
told the council he had been 
in contact with a company 
that pre-plans construction 
for the retail giant.

Harris said the company 
was looking at an approxi-
mately two-acre parcel in 
downtown Buckhead that 
has access on Seven Islands 
Road, Parks Mill Road and 
Saffold Road. It is currently 
the site of the Buckhead Store, 
a deer processing business 
and a warehouse, owned by 
Morgan County businessman 
Pat Reams.

Harris said on Monday he 
spoke with Kit Creighton, a 
development associate with 
the Atlanta-based firm of 
Sullivan Wickley. Creighton, 
according to her bio on the 
company’s website, is the 
“lead associate on the de-
velopment team at Sullivan 
Wickley…”

“She assists with all efforts 
related to acquiring sites for 
new development projects, 
including initial site iden-
tifications, preliminary site 
feasibility assessment and 
overall due diligence.”

Harris said Creighton had 
earlier expressed concerns the 
lot didn’t have enough “septic 
field.” However, he told the 
council, “They think they’ve 
got this licked.”

He said Creighton told him 
the firm was prepared to “sub-
mit their proposal to Dollar 
General.”

Harris also urged the coun-
cil to end the town’s current 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A total of 109 confirmed COVID 
cases have been reported in Mor-
gan County Schools, with nearly 30 
percent of the student population 
exposed and/or quarantined after 
a little more than just two weeks 
of classes resuming.

“Unfortunately, COVID is a part 
of our world and the backdrop we 
have to navigate as we educate our 
children. We are certainly seeing 
increased cases in our system and 
our county as this latest wave and 
variant impacts us,” said Dr. Vir-
gil Cole, superintendent of Morgan 

County Schools. “This is similar 
to the situation we dealt with last 
year, especially in August and Jan-
uary. Our staff and students have 
been great and are adjusting to our 
ramped up mitigation. Things can 
change, and we will adjust accord-
ingly. That said, we will continue 
to use a prudent and realistic ap-
proach, along with patience and 
kindness, and we will get through 
this latest surge.”

As of Monday, Aug. 16, The Mor-
gan County School System report-
ed 22 new COVID cases for the day 
among students, after closing out 
the second week of school with a 
total of 87 confirmed COVID cases, 

four among school staff members, 
and 83 among students. More than 
1,000 students, nearly 30 percent of 
all Morgan County students across 
four schools, have been deemed 
close contacts for exposure, some 
of whom are in quarantine.

The rising COVID cases led school 
officials to reinstate coronavirus 
mitigation practices just seven days 
into the school new year.

On Wednesday, Aug. 11, The Mor-
gan County Charter School System 
called for mask-wearing among 
students and school staff, social 
distancing, and other preventative 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

As Georgia experiences 
a resurgence of COVID-19 
cases and Morgan Coun-
ty’s own case count spikes, 
the Morgan County School 
System is taking a proac-
tive approach to encourage 
the student population to 
get vaccinated.

The school system an-
nounced today that two 
vaccination clinics will be 
offered to middle and high 
school students at each 
respective school, free of 
cost, on Wednesday, Aug. 
25 and Thursday, Aug. 26.

“The Morgan County 
Charter School System is 
pleased to announce that 
we will be partnering with 

the Morgan County Health 
Department to offer the 
Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine 
to eligible students age 
12 or older,” said a press 
release from the school 
system.

“The vaccinations are 
scheduled to be admin-
istered at the middle and 
high schools on Aug. 25 and 
26 respectively, and there 
is no cost. There will be a 
second dose scheduled at 

the schools, and you will 
be notified once the dates 
are determined.”

According to Superin-
tendent Dr. Virgil Cole, 
the voluntary vaccination 
events will serve as a critical 
component to decreasing 
the spread of the corona-
virus at school, along with 
other renewed COVID-19 
mitigation efforts.

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The City of Madison has peti-
tioned Morgan County Superior 
Court, requesting that the lawsuit 
launched by Morgan Medical Center 

be dismissed. The hospital’s law-
suit, filed in July, revolves around a 
zoning dispute regarding the repur-
posing of the old Morgan Memorial 
Hospital property to be used as an 
upscale drug rehabilitation facility.

MMC is asking the Superior Court 

of Morgan County to clarify the hos-
pital’s rights in moving forward with 
transforming the old hospital build-
ing into a drug rehabilitation facility 
and to rule that the hospital is “ex-
empt” for the city’s zoning law, hop-
ing to eschew the city’s requirement 

for a conditional use permit.
However, the City of Madison filed 

a motion asking the entire lawsuit 
be thrown out and that the hospital 
be deemed liable for legal expenses.

Crack down on COVID
After two weeks and more than 100 cases confirmed, 

schools reinstate coronavirus mitigation practices

Schools to offer free COVID vaccines Aug. 25, 26

City asks court to dismiss hospital suit

Dollar 
General 
coming to 
Buckhead?

Patrick Yost

Lenae Rose, last year’s MCHS teacher of the year, teaches her chorus and drama class Tuesday at Morgan County 
High School.

Firm striving to 
make site work, is 
ready to submit 
proposal, council 
member says

Students over age 12 are eligible
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