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TAKE THE FIELD

The Lady Dogs lead off the 
2022-23 softball season 
with a win against Newton 
County and a loss to  
Greenbriar.
SEE PAGE B1

SIDE BY SIDE

From MCHS to Notre Dame 
to medical school, Austin 
and Bailey Ross begin their 
careers as orthopedic  
surgeons.
SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

Aug. 19

MAGallery hosts Atlan-
ta artist Jim Sutherland 
for his one-man exhibi-
tion titled Oh, The Plac-
es You Will Go, featuring 
oil paintings of favorite 
places the artist visited 
over the years. A Meet 
and Greet with the Artist 
and Opening Reception 
is held from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The exhibition will be on 
display through Sept. 17.

INDEX

Classifieds ����������������������� B6 

Obituaries ������������������������ B5

Opinion ���������������������������� A4

Law Enforcement ������������� A6

Community ���������������������� B3

Sports ������������������������������ B1

©2022
Times-Journal Inc�

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Local business leaders at-
tended a special event hosted 
by Rivian in hopes of creating 
partnerships with the elec-
tric automaker planning to 
build a $5 billion plant on a 
2,000-acre site in Morgan 
and Walton counties later 
this year.

“Last week, Rivian held 
an open event organized 
to connect local businesses 
with representatives from 

the company’s commercial 
real estate, facilities, design, 
and culinary teams. More 
than 170 businesses, most 
of them small and from the 
local community, met with 
Rivian’s team to discuss op-
portunities and seek new 
partnerships as this landmark 
facility comes to life,” said 
Ben Sheidler, a spokesperson 
for the Joint Development 
Authority, the four-county 
board tasked with oversee-
ing the development of the 
original Stanton Springs, 

and Stanton Springs North, 
the site upon which Rivian 
intends to build its mega-
factory.

“Just as Rivian has done in 
their manufacturing home-
town of Normal, Illinois, the 
company is dedicated to en-
gaging with the local and re-
gional businesses that make 
up the fabric of surrounding 
communities,” said Sheidler.

According to Sheidler, Riv-
ian is looking to recruit local 

Rivian reps seek partnerships with locals

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

An Ingles employee was knocked down and 
robbed of $2,400 in gas receipts on Sunday, 
July 28.

According to Madison Police Department 
reports released on Friday, Aug. 12, the male 

employee told officers that at 9:55 p.m. he 
had driven to the store’s gas station to help 
a second Ingles employee close the gas sta-
tion for the night.

When the two employees returned to Ingles, 
reports state, the male stated as he and the 
woman were walking into the entrance near 
the pharmacy, he observed a male approaching 

him from the side. The male employee said he 
greeted the man and continued walking but 
the man then “body checked” him. The col-
lision caused the man to fall to the ground, 
causing abrasions and swelling on his right 
forearm.

Ingles employee knocked down, robbed outside store

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A man who alleged someone 
had fired a shot at him during a 
brawl was later arrested for fil-
ing a false crime after persons in 
the house returned to the scene 

and told a different 
story.

According to Mor-
gan County Sheriff’s 
Office reports, Ray-
mond Henri Nunn, 
40, Rutledge was ar-
rested at a Centen-
nial Road residence 
on Sunday, Aug. 14 
at 8 p.m. after a dep-

uty determined that the course of 
events Nunn had described had 
allegedly not happened.

Reports state that Morgan Coun-
ty Deputy Miguel Ocon was dis-
patched to the Centennial Road 
residence at 5:43 p.m. in regards 
to shots being fired at the resi-
dence. While Deputy Ocon was 
in route, reports state that Mor-
gan County Dispatch received a 
call from a person who said they 
were flagged down on the road by 
a white male with no shirt who 
told the person he “had a home 
invasion,” said there were two 
males still at the residence with 
guns and then got into a SUV and 
left. The man had given the call-
er the Centennial Road address.

Reports claim that the state-
ments prompted three more Mor-
gan County deputies to respond 
to the complaint and to activate 
lights and sirens to get to the 
scene because of the alleged fire-
arm activity. When Ocon arrived, 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The annual State of Morgan was 
held Tuesday, bringing together 
local leaders to update the pub-
lic on Morgan County’s affairs 
regarding local government, law 
enforcement, healthcare, educa-
tion, and community needs.

Morgan County Family Connec-
tion organized the event, inviting 
a panel of leaders to participate 
Tuesday morning, including Mor-
gan County Commission Chair-
man Ben Riden, County Manager 
Adam Mestres, Madison Mayor 
Fred Perriman, Superintendent 
Dr. Virgil Cole, Morgan County 

Sheriff Robert Markley, Madison 
Police Chief Bill Ashburn, and 
Morgan Medical Center (MMC) 
CEO Ralph Castillo. Family Con-
nection Coordinator Velde Har-
dy hosted the event, praising all 
the community partners for ral-
lying together to serve the needs 
of Morgan County.

“Our mission is to bring to-
gether partners to identify needs 
in the community and get people 
the resources they need,” said 
Hardy. “We can’t do this without 
you. You all are the village that 
makes this all possible.”

County leaders Commissioner 
Ben Riden and County Manag-
er Adam Mestres reported that 

the county has made significant 
progress in shoring up finances, 
reducing debt, rolling back the 
millage rate, paving roads, catch-
ing up on overdue maintenance 
of county buildings, and moving 
forward on community projects.

“We are a resilient community,” 
said Mestres, touting the county’s 
successes despite setbacks brought 
on by the coronavirus pandemic 
since 2020. “We have learned to 
adapt and we have adapted well…
Thank you for helping us become 
more resilient.”

“Our county is in a very strong 
financial position, probably the 

‘STRONg AND SOLID’
Local leaders join together for annual ‘State of Morgan’

False gunshot 
claims land 
man in jail

Tia Lynn Ivey

The panel at this year’s State of Morgan: Superintendent Dr. Virgil Cole, Morgan Medical Center CEO Ralph Castillo, 
County Commissioner Chairman Ben Riden, Family Connection Coordinator Velde Hardy, Madison Police Chief Bill 
Ashburn, Morgan County Sheriff Robert Markley, Madison Mayor Fred Perriman and County Manager Adam Mestres.

Raymond 
Nunn

Contributed Photo

Rivian shows off its signature truck for local business leaders 
at a free event last week.
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