
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

BULLDOGS WIN

Morgan County trounces 
Jasper County, 34-6 in last 
week’s football matchup.
SEE PAGE B1

FEELING ZEN

Zen Relaxing Wellness 
Center celebrates its grand 
opening in downtown 
Madison.
SEE PAGE B3
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Follow us online for 
breaking news and more!
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EVENt OF tHE WEEK

pIStONS FOr pAWS

The annual Pistons for 
Paws Charity Parade 
and Car Show returns to 
downtown Madison this 
Sunday to benefit the 
Humane Society of Mor-
gan County. For more 
details, see PAGE A7.
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan County’s first-ev-
er family protection center is 
slated to open later this year, 
specializing in forensic ex-
aminations for sexual assault 
victims and will eventually 
broaden its services to aid do-
mestic violence victims and 
their families.

“I am puzzled it has taken 
this long,” said Morgan County 
Chief Deputy Keith Howard 

to the Morgan County Board 
of Commissioners last week. 
“Historically, Morgan County 
has never had any robust vic-
tim services. Unfortunately, 
we have not served our vic-
tims very well.”

“Historically Morgan County 
has relied on victim services 
from organizations outside 
the county, so the coordina-
tion needed to accommodate 
victims with out-of-county 

morgan to open Family protection Center

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

An 18-year-old girl died 
tragically last week follow-
ing a bizarre four-wheel-
er incident at Buckhead’s 
Callidora Ranch.

According to Morgan 
County Fire and Rescue 
Chief Jeff Stone, the teen 
was pronounced dead at 
Athens Piedmont Hospital 
on Wednesday, Sept. 8, one 
day after the four wheeler 
she was driving at the ranch 
with a passenger veered off 
a trail and struck a tree.

Stone said Emily Fowler, 
Conyers, and the female 
passenger were both eject-
ed from the vehicle after it 
struck the tree. The passen-
ger suffered scratches and 
bruises in the incident but 
was not transported by Na-
tional EMS for treatment 
of her injuries.

Stone said Fowler and 
the passenger were both 
employees of the ranch and 
were riding the trail to be-
gin cleanup work. The pas-
senger told investigators 
that after the vehicle hit a 
few bumps, Fowler turned 
around to check on the pas-
senger then began to veer 
off the trail. The passenger 
said she made a quick mo-
tion to get the driver’s at-
tention but that failed and 
the vehicle struck the tree.

Stone said on Tuesday 
evening, Fowler became 
more responsive at Athens 
Piedmont but on Wednes-
day was rushed into emer-
gency surgery for a brain is-
sue and succumbed to the 
injuries. No charges were 
filed in the incident.

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

It was a day, said Keith Howard, 
chief deputy, Morgan County Sher-
iff’s Office, that “none of us will ever 
or should ever forget.”

It was a day, said Pastor Mike Pritch-
ett, a former investigator with the 
Morgan County Sheriff’s Office, to 
“remember those who put themselves 
behind the need of others.”

Both were speaking of the transfor-
mative effect of the Sept. 11, 2011 ter-
rorist attacks on American soil that, 
with a flashpoint of violence, took the 
lives of the nearly 3,000 Americans.

Flanked by decorative wreaths hon-
oring fire fighters, law enforcement 
and emergency workers, a dais of 
speakers including Lt. General Steve 
Whitcomb, U.S. Army retired, spent 
approximately 45 minutes Saturday 
morning honoring the fallen from 
the tragic day. More than 200 peo-
ple gathered in the parking lot of the 
Morgan County Public Safety Center, 

Monticello Highway, to bear witness 
to the speakers honoring the fallen 
and the men and women of Morgan 
County’s emergency services who were 
represented by sharp-angled lines of 
officers in full dress uniforms.

“That morning, Americans woke up 
free and the citizens of 90 nations at 
the World Trade Center were benefit-
ing from that freedom. Then the world 

NEVEr FOrGEt
Heroes honored at moving remembrance ceremony on 9/11

Teen 

dies 

in ATV 

crash

Morgan County Fire and Rescue Chief Jeff Stone solemnly rings the bell Saturday 
during the ceremony.

Patrick Yost

Morgan County High School student Dawson Martin played the Star Spangled Banner and Taps at the event. More than 
200 people were present.

Karen McCoy, SANE 
board member, Michelle 
Dickens, executive director 
of SANE, and Keith 
Howard, chief deputy for 
the Morgan County 
Sheriff’s Office address 
the Morgan County Board 
of Commissioners on 
Tuesday, Sept. 7 about 
opening a family protec-
tion center in the county.

♦

Tia Lynn Ive

See HEROES, A2

See CENTER, A6


