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I 
looked up the term obsessive-compul-
sive disorder the other day because my 
friends have hinted strongly that there’s 

something wrong with me. They say I’m 
always going fishing, talking about going 
fishing, planning to go fishing or describ-
ing my latest exploits for their benefit. At 
first I disagreed with them but after look-
ing it up there’s not much doubt that I am 
stricken with this particular malady.

The medical dictionary describes an 
obsessive-compulsive affliction 
in this manner: A mental disorder 
typically characterized by intrusive 
thoughts that produce apprehen-
sion, fear, worry and repetitive be-
haviors such as hand washing, teeth 
brushing, reel casting and boat tot-
ing. The symptoms also include a 
psychotic and uncontrollable urge 
to continue doing these things re-
gardless of the consequences.

Yep, that’s what I’ve got. If I can’t go fish-
ing within a certain time period those very 
symptoms start to kick up. Upon further 
study on the matter the potential cures in-
clude electro-shock treatment, drug therapy 
and psychotherapy but none of these have 
been proven totally effective in extreme 
cases such as my own. I’m not too fired 
up about trying them out anyway. I don’t 
want to join the boys over at the Cuckoo’s 
Nest just yet. Maybe if I just discuss it in 
public my condition will improve.

Take boat toting for example. This is 
certainly one of those repetitive behaviors 
discussed in the medical literature. It be-
gan long ago for me so I know this disease 
has been with me for many years. I and 
similarly afflicted partners would carry 
our fourteen foot boat to any and every 
inaccessible location in order to go fish-
ing. No task was too difficult.

We would gladly carry our fully laden 
boat around and over fences or locked 
gates. We would tote it a mile down a 
dirt road, through the woods where there 
was no path or across beaver swamps. 
We were kind of like the Pony Express or 
the U.S. mail. Neither rain nor snow nor 
dark of night would stop us from our ap-
pointed rounds.

Now that I know what’s wrong with 
me I’m trying to figure out some of the 
origins of the problem. Here are some 
possibilities.

There were ponds we wanted to fish in 
because they were posted with no tres-
passing signs. The allure of doing some-
thing dangerous appealed to us. There 
were places we wanted to fish because of 

their legendary status. These ponds were 
renowned for the numbers of big bass that 
could be caught from them and we yearned 
for the opportunity to verify that status. 
There were remote ponds and we were al-
ways willing to take up the challenge. Ad-
ditionally there were secluded stretches of 
rivers and creeks that were suspected to 
hold vast quantities of wild and uncaught 
fish. No matter the task we would willingly 
tote our boat and equipment to those spots 

in order to meet the demands of 
our obsessive disorder.

Later on in stage two of my sick-
ness I actually had a vehicle desig-
nated for fishing use. Unfortunately 
it was not a truck but rather a se-
dan with an extra-large trunk. With 
some experimentation I found that 
my boat would in fact slide into that 
spacious area if angled properly. 
Even though the boat was sticking 

out of the trunk at a ridiculous angle and 
even though the locking mechanism for 
the trunk was broken as a result, I could 
now venture farther afield to fish.

My boat toting car finally caused some 
trouble. A Georgia State Patrolman stopped 
me one day to chastise me about my load-
ing technique. His first question was, “Are 
you drunk?” I told him certainly not and 
as proof I showed him that I had even 
thought to put a handkerchief on the end 
of the boat to warn those behind me. He 
was unimpressed with my foresight and 
sent me scurrying homeward with a ticket 
for having an unsecured load.

Boat toting is just one of the many mani-
festations of my obsessive-compulsive be-
havior. Others include unreasonable urges 
to buy fishing stuff I can’t afford and go 
on trips that will preclude me from mak-
ing my house payment in a timely fash-
ion. There’s also the problem of extreme 
anxiety attacks over whether I will be able 
to go fishing the next day or availability of 
certain lures.

As I reflect and think back on these events 
it is clear that my problems are deeply 
rooted and cannot be easily solved. One 
thing is certain: I have an illness of the 
most extreme variety. In fact calling me 
obsessive-compulsive about fishing is akin 
to likening Secretariat with a plow mule. 
The comparison just won’t hold up.

The heck with worrying about it. I think 
I’ll just go get an electro-shock treatment 
and head to the lake.

(E-mail your outdoor obsessions to dar8589@

bellsouth.net)

B
ack in the good old days, rural coun-
ties totally controlled our state gov-
ernment. The system they used was 

known as the “County Unit System.” The 
system was inaugurated in 1917.

At the time, Georgia was essentially a one-
party state composed of conservative Dem-
ocrats. The Democrats used the county unit 
system to control their primary elections. 
Under the system, the eight most populous 
counties had six votes each for a total of 48 
electoral primary votes. The next 30 had 4 
votes each for a total of 120. The next 121 
had two votes each for a total of 242.

Once the primary was over, there were no 
opposing candidates, and the election gen-
erally ended with the candidates who won 
the primaries wiping out the few Republican 
who dared to run. The result was that urban 
counties didn’t stand a chance when it came 
to selecting a state-wide official.

Georgia was not the only state to 
have a county unit system, and by 
1960, the system was being chal-
lenged. The landmark case of Baker v. 
Carr, ruled in 1962 that the Tennes-
see voting districts did not give equal 
weight to all voters across the state. 
Baker v. Carr and the cases that fol-
lowed ushered in the “one man, one 
vote,” rule which eventually let to the demise 
of the Georgia county unit system in Gray v. 
Sanders, 372 U.S. 368 (1963).

Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote many of 
the decisions requiring court redistricting. 
Signs on billboards and the sides of barns 
sprang up all over the south urging Congress 
to impeach Earl Warren.

Those same sentiments are with us today. 
A brief glance at an electoral map shows that 
our population centers are blue and the ru-
ral counties are red. In 2020, state-wide 

elections showed that some red states 
were turning blue because of the ur-
ban vote. In response, 47 states with 
majority Republican legislatures 
have decided to nip that situation 
in the bud.

The very fact that those legislatures 
are majority Republican is that most of 
their rural counties vote “R.” For that 

reason, the Republicans fear the state-wide 
vote which includes the urban areas. That’s 
the voter pool from which our Secretaries of 
State, our Governors, our appellate judges 
and other state-wide officers are elected.

So while we are correctly looking at the 
changes to voting qualifications, voting 
hours and polling places, we need also to be 
concerned about the changes to the Board 
of Elections and the power of state commit-
tees to replace a local voting official if they 
don’t like what they see.

No longer is the popularly-elected Secre-
tary of State the one who certifies the elec-
tion results. The guy who did that in 2020 
was too honest. Now, the legislature con-
trols who sits on the board and who certi-
fies the elections. An officer elected state-
wide might, God forbid, be a Democrat. 
It’s fortunate for the Republicans that our 
Republican Governor did not have the in-
tegrity to veto the bill.

And guess who’s running for Georgia 
Secretary of State? None other than Rev. 
Jody Hice, a man who has proven willing 
to overthrow any popular vote that does not 
suit his comrades.

The excuse for this thinly-disguised at-
tempt to restore rural county rule? Ac-
cording to the bill’s sponsors, 55 percent 
of Georgians don’t believe that our election 
system is secure.

Wonder who published that lie?

F
lorida is booming. The beaches are 
open, restaurants are open, schools 
are open and the economy is soar-

ing. How did that happen? Basically, the 
Governor of Florida decided to ignore Dr. 
Fauci and the CDC recommendations to 
vaccinate first responders and medical 
professionals first.

Since the COVID virus was most 
dangerous to the elderly, and Flor-
ida had a large number of elderly 
retirees, Gov. Ron DeSantis de-
cided to put the elderly first in line 
for the vaccine. Florida’s COVID 
death rate is no worse than the 
national average and better than 
several states that imposed tighter 
restrictions and mask mandates, accord-
ing to CDC data.

The United Kingdom also decided to 
ignore Dr. Fauci. A Wall Street Journal 
Opinion story on April 1, 2021, by Marty 
Makary titled U.K. Vaccination Puts U.S. 
to Shame, tells the story that the U.K. also 
ignored Dr. Fauci and put their priority on 
giving everyone a first dose vaccination, and 
delaying booster shots so more people could 
get the initial shot. This strategy allowed 
the U.K. to achieve herd immunity much 
sooner than the United States. The story 
concludes “Fifty-nine percent of British 
adults are now vaccinated with one dose, 
vs. only 38 percent in the United States…. 
U.K. deaths now average 47 a day. The U.S. 
figure, 938, is 20 times as high in a country 
less than five times as populous.”

President Obama’s chief of staff Rahm 
Emanuel famously said in 2008, “You 
never want a serious crisis to go to waste. 
I mean, it’s an opportunity to do things 
that you think you could not do before.”

Democrats are taking Rahm Emanu-
el’s advice. Dr. Fauci now proposes that 
Americans wear two face masks. President 
Biden says if everyone follows the rules 
of continuing social distancing, wearing 
masks and getting vaccinated they might 
be allowed to have a backyard party on 

the 4th of July. A plethora of proposed 
legislation is on the table. These include 
Vaccine Passports, National ID cards for 
Americans, and bills mandating that work-
ers be vaccinated.

States are fighting back. “We are not 
supporting doing any vaccine passports 

in the state of Florida,” DeSan-
tis said Monday. “It’s completely 
unacceptable for either the gov-
ernment or the private sector to 
impose upon you the requirement 
that you show proof of vaccine to 
just simply be able to participate 
in normal society.”

Wisconsin’s legislators voted to 
approve Republican proposals that 

would bar health officials and employers 
from mandating COVID-19 vaccinations, 
require state workers to return to in-per-
son work and give the GOP-controlled 
Legislature more power over how feder-
al COVID-19 stimulus funds are spent in 
Wisconsin. Under one vaccination bill, 
state and local health officers would not 
be allowed to require the public to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations. A second bill would 
bar employers from requiring their work-
ers to receive vaccinations.

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas 
recently announced that Texas lifted its 
mask rule and did away with limits on 
the number of diners who can be served 
indoors.

A recent story in The Hill by Alexander 
Bolton tells us, “A plan by Senate Demo-
cratic leaders to reform the nation’s im-
migration laws ran into strong opposition 
from civil liberties defenders even before 
lawmakers unveiled it. Democratic lead-
ers have proposed requiring every worker 
in the nation to carry a national identifi-
cation card with biometric information, 
such as a fingerprint.

Hmm, National ID Cards, mandated 
vaccinations, vaccine passports. What 
country do we live in? Sorry Rahm, you 
and your party are the crisis.

A boat-toting fool
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DEAR EDITOR: 

I’m sure some of you Dems went down to the border to 
help Joe with the crisis he created by overturning all of 
President Trump’s policies. He invited the whole world to 
come to the United States, we’ll feed you, put you up in a 
$400 a night hotel, we won’t even check you to see if you 
have the virus or other diseases.

The kids are getting fed, but are living in terrible condi-
tions, 4000 in a tent set up to hold 250. We know a least 
6000 illegals are crossing over each day. We know thou-
sands more are crossing over each day. The cartels are 

getting richer at approximately $14 million a day, with 
Biden opening the border I’m still wondering who on this 
side of the border is making money off of this crisis? Where 
is the money coming from to pay for this crisis with us $30 
trillion dollars in debt?

I keep hearing about voter suppression. Everyone should 
have a photo ID if they ever went to the doctor, open a 
checking account at a bank, some places to cash a check 
with 17 days of early voting including Saturday from 9 to 5. 
If you don’t have a ride to vote your problem is solved, the 
Senior Center Transit is willing to pick you up, take you to 
vote, then take you back home for free. So why are people 

complaining so much? Looks like everyone Democrats and 
Republican would like for every legal voter to vote.

Have you noticed lately how much gas prices, groceries, 
and materials like lumber has gone up with Biden throwing 
money around like candy? Inflation is getting worse every 
day and with taxes going up I hope you Dems are feeling 
good with Biden in charge, leading from behind. If you think 
Georgia’s election laws are bad check out Delaware’s Law.

Is Hunter in trouble again Joe Biden?

Johnny Youngblood

Madison

Joe needs more help
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR|YOUR OPINION

COLUMNIST|ALVIN RICHARDSON

COLUMNIST|FRED JOHNSON

COLUMNIST|FRED JOHNSON


