
MEET THE GRADS

Celebrate the Class of 2021, 
proud moments, and bright 
futures with our special 
graduation section.
SEE PAGE C1

SPRING HOME & 
GARDEN

Explore Madison in May in 
this special section and find 
a guide to the 20th annual 
Antiques Show & Sale.
SEE SPECIAL SECTION
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

ANTIQUES  
SHOW & SALE

The 20th annual  
Antiques Show & Sale 
begins this Thursday 
with a special preview 
party at the Madison-
Morgan Cultural Center. 
Enjoy free lectures  
before the show and sale 
on Friday and Saturday 
that features the best in 
American antiques from 
more than 20 dealers 
across the country. Find 
more details in our  
special Spring Home & 
Garden section inside or 
visit www.mmcc-arts.org.
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A new federal lawsuit was filed by multiple 
plaintiffs — including one from Morgan Coun-
ty — against the State to halt the enforcement 
of key sections in Georgia’s new sweeping elec-
tion reform law.

“Liberty requires at least three essential things 
— an unfettered right to vote, freedom of speech, 
and the meaningful separation of powers,” the 
lawsuit says. “This lawsuit is necessary to pre-
serve individual constitutional rights, and con-
stitutional government, against the attacks that 
(the law) makes on these three pillars of liberty.”

The Coalition for Good Governance, a voting 
rights advocacy group, along with Georgia vot-
ers, election volunteers, nonprofit organizations, 
a journalist, and the Morgan County Demo-
crats Second Vice Chair Jeanne Dufort, filed 
a lawsuit Monday morning in Atlanta against 
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperg-
er and members of the State Election Board. 

The lawsuit is asking the U.S. District Court to 
deem portions of Georgia’s new election law, 
Senate Bill 2020, as unconstitutional and ban 
its enforcement.

“The lawsuit seeks to ensure that Georgia’s 
elections are conducted under the active control 
of its citizens and their local governments in a 
completely transparent and accountable man-
ner,” said a press release from the Coalition for 
Good Governance. “SB202, enacted on March 

25, attacks the most fundamental American 
electoral values embedded in our society for 
almost 250 years, guiding the conduct of our 
country’s elections. The Georgia State Election 
Board was granted power to rapidly remove en-
tire boards of elections and boards of registra-
tion of counties with little notice or meaning-
ful chance to defend themselves against unfair 
removal, while the State Board appoints one 
partisan official to have the full authority over 
all election activities.”

“I’m joining this Lawsuit because provisions 
in SB 202 are an assault on free and fair elec-
tions. The Takeover Provisions undermine lo-
cal control and transparency, The Gag Rule and 
Photography Ban interferes with both the Press 
and citizen observers. And changing the way we 
validate mail ballots was a dumb idea that will 
make it easier to cheat — which the legislature 
would understand if it had just studied best 
practices,” explained Dufort. “Ballot secrecy is 

New federal suit aims to overturn election reform law

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A Buckhead man died 
tragically after the truck he 
was driving first overturned 

at a railroad crossing and 
then was struck by a train.

Daniel Hall, 49, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
by medical workers on Tues-
day, May 11, according to 

Georgia State Patrol Troop-
er First Class R. L. Clark.

Clark said Hall was driv-
ing a Toyota Tacoma truck 
toward the railroad cross-
ing on Blue Springs Road 
near Swords Trail when 
the truck left the roadway. 

Buckhead man killed by train after truck flips onto tracks

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A man struck by a van in front 
of the Olde South Liquor store on 
Wednesday, May 5, has died and the 

driver of the van is now 
charged with murder.

According to Chief Bill 
Ashburn of the Madi-
son Police Department, 
Christopher Smith, 28, 
of Madison, died last 
Wednesday, May 12, 
at Piedmont Hospital 
in Athens.

At the time of the incident Joel 
Massey, 69, of Madison, was arrested 
at the scene and charged with aggra-
vated assault. Ashburn said Massey 
was served with murder warrants at 
the Morgan County Detention Cen-
ter the same day as Smith’s death.

Ashburn said in an earlier inter-
view that Massey and Smith had a 
verbal altercation in the liquor store 
parking lot prior to the 6:45 p.m. 
incident. The police chief said that 
video surveillance from the store al-
legedly showed Massey intentionally 
strike Smith with his green minivan.

The impact of the strike caused 
Smith to violently strike his head 
against the pavement. When officers 
arrived at the scene, they observed 
Smith laying near the front driver’s 
side tire of Massey’s vehicle. A po-
lice officer noted that Smith was 
unresponsive and the officer could 
not find a pulse and started CPR 
until paramedics arrived and took 
over attempts to save Smith’s life. 
Smith was transported to Piedmont 
Hospital and placed on life support, 
Ashburn said.

Massey was also arrested on Feb. 11, 
2009 for allegedly striking a woman 
with his vehicle in the same liquor 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

A lawsuit is underway 
as Morgan Medical Cen-
ter launches a legal battle 
to supersede the City of 
Madison’s zoning ruling 
in order to sell the old 
hospital property to an 
upscale drug rehabilita-
tion company.

The Morgan Medical 
Center Hospital Authority 
is moving forward with 
the lawsuit against the 
City of Madison, asking 
the courts to clarify the 
parameters of the city’s 
zoning ordinances in hopes 
of selling the old Mor-
gan Memorial Hospital 

property to Flashpoint 
Recovery to transform 
the old hospital into a 
resort-like drug rehab.

The dispute centers 
around the city’s zoning 
ordinance and whether or 
not a drug rehabilitation 

hospital can operate out of 
the old Morgan Memorial 

Hospital launches lawsuit, asks courts to 
clarify city zoning for proposed drug rehab

Van assault 
upgraded 
to murder

Leslie Reeves

The former Morgan Memorial Hospital property, located at 1077 South Main Street 
in Madison, is at the center of a new lawsuit launched by the Morgan Medical 
Center Hospital Authority against the City of Madison over a zoning dispute con-
cerning a proposed drug rehab facility.

Patrick Yost

This rail crossing turned tragic Tuesday after a man crashed 
his truck onto the rails and then was struck by a train.

Victim dies after being 
struck, Massey now 
charged with murder

Joel Massey
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See TRACKS, A6

See ELECTION, A2

The lawsuit seeks to ensure that 

Georgia’s elections are conducted 

under the active control of its  

citizens and their local  

governments in a completely  

transparent and  

accountable manner�”

— Press release from the Coalition for Good Governance

“
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A traditional prom wasn’t an op-
tion for Morgan County High School 

(MCHS) students this year, but that 
didn’t stop them from throwing 
together a one-of-a-kind, outdoor 
prom night right on the quad of the 
high school last Saturday evening.

“Typically prom takes an entire 
school year to plan, but we were 
able to get approval at the end of 

Prom returns for Morgan County High School students

Leslie Reeves

A group of friends show off colorful gowns at Saturday’s prom.

CELEBRATING IN STyLE

See PROM, A2


