
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
NEWS CAFE 

special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

FUN ON THE FARM

Morgan County students 
take a field trip to Big Sandy 
Creek Dairy for a fun-filled 
day on the farm.
See page A8

SPIKE DOGS WIN

Morgan County Volleyball 
team comes out on top in 
the region after this week’s 
matches.
See page B1
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breaking news and more!
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

‘YOU’RE A GOOD 

MAN, cHARLIE 

bROWN’

Don’t miss the Drama 
Dogs’ performance of 
“You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown” at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 14 and Oct. 17 in the 
high school auditorium.
See more events on Page B5
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

After reading a story in 
the Morgan County Cit-
izen regarding the theft 
of $330 cash raised in a 
fundraising car wash for 
Morgan County Volunteer 
Station #2, a group of cit-
izens raised more money 
than was taken by passing 
the collective hat and pre-
sented the cash to Morgan 
County Fire and Rescue 

Chief Jeff Stone.
According to Stone, the 

Farmview Coffee Group, 
presented Stone with $380 
in cash last week. The group 
was responding to a story 
that ran in the Oct. 7 edi-
tion of the Citizen.

According to Capt. Bran-
don Sellers, the money had 
been raised by the volun-
teer fire department in a 
Sept. 4 car wash. The funds 
were supposed to help pay 
for specific training for 

members of the depart-
ment (formerly known as 
West Morgan Volunteer 
Fire Department).

At the time of the theft, 
Morgan County Volunteer 
Station 2 Chief Michael 
Hamilton said the members 
had “worked hard on get-
ting that money together to 
help train our members.”

Apparently, said Chief 
Stone, the idea that the sta-
tion had money stolen for 
special training hit a nerve.

He said the group, while 
wishing to remain individ-
ually anonymous said the 
department had “put in a 
lot of time and effort to help 

this county and its citizens 
and since the money was 
earmarked for training they 

citizens replace stolen fire fund

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

After months of anticipation, 
Madison’s Mad Taco held a ribbon 
cutting Monday as a precursor for 
its opening this Thursday, Oct. 14.

The restaurant, located on East 
Washington Street at the site of the 
former Simmons Funeral Home, will 
have its grand opening on Thurs-
day, Oct. 14 at 4 p.m., said Charles 
Marvil, managing director of hos-
pitality, Mad Hospitality.

The opening, culminating months 
of work on the old Simmons Build-
ing, was heralded by both city of-
ficials and Preston Snyder, CEO, 
Thomas Preston Real Estate.

“Thanks to Preston for his vision 
for taking this building that has been 
vacant for 15 years and bringing it 
to its majesty,” said Madison City 
Council Member Chris Hodges.

Marvil said the taco restaurant, a 
mix of Tex-Mex and Hispanic cui-
sine, would open initially for dinner 
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Morgan County Sheriff Robert 
Markley was hoping that a diverse 
crowd of Madison and Morgan Coun-
ty citizens would attend Saturday’s 
Faith & Blue event at the Morgan 
County Public Safety Center on Mon-
ticello Road.

He got his wish.
On a day when the rain finally 

stopped, hundreds of men, women 
and children crowded the carnival 
atmosphere at the safety center.

With the center’s expansive front 
yard covered with tents from church 
and community groups offering 
games for children and informa-
tion, the event also included free 
food, music and giveaways.

The Faith & Blue event was part 
of a national effort to “join your lo-
cal law enforcement and members 
of your community for a weekend 

of resolution and reconciliation,” 
a press release from the Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office said. “Na-
tional Faith & Blue Weekend is a 

collaborative effort to build bridges 
and break biases.”

bUILDING 
bRIDGES

Saturday’s ‘Faith & 
Blue’ event aimed to 
improve, reinforce 

community relations 
with law enforcement

Mad Taco 
to open 
Thursday

Patrick Yost

Nevaeh Cox, 3, makes a tentative reach Saturday to rub a coyote skin at the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources information booth while Sgt. Matt Garthright looks on. Hundreds co-mingled with faith leaders and 
law enforcement officers at the Faith & Blue event held at the Morgan County Public Safety Center.

Patrick Yost

Madison City Council Member Eric 
Joyce, Connor McPeak, social me-
dia manager Mad Hospitality and 
Madison-Morgan Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau’s Jennifer Rosa at 
Monday’s ribbon cutting.

“
It shows that people can still be true 

to heart these days and I think  

Morgan County is full of them� In a 

time of need Morgan County does 

come around and support the needs 

of the community�”

— Chief Jeff Stone

A Morgan County Sheriff’s Office Hummer vehicle and a Madison Police 
Department patrol car were on display Saturday at the Faith and Blue event.

See FUND, A6

See BRIDGES, A7

See TACO, A2


