
MAN WANTED

Police are still looking for a 
man who fled a traffic stop 
and took officers on a chase 
through downtown.
SEE PAGE A6

HEARTBREAKER

Lady Dogs end the season 
after a tight match with 
Pike County in Monday’s 
Sweet 16 round of the state 
tournament.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

ANNUAl SpRiNG 
HARVEST FESTiVAl

Farmview Market 
is hosting the event 
Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to 
mark the opening 
of farmers market 
season.
SEE PAGE A2
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

Morgan County first-grader, Maddox 
Jones, would have turned 8 years old 
last Friday, April 23, but his life was 
tragically cut short after his mother 
allegedly shot and killed him on the 
morning of March 1.

Alison Jones, 36, is currently in 
custody, awaiting her next hearing, 

after being arrested and charged with 
murder, felony murder and aggra-
vated assault in the death of Mad-
dox Jones.

The news of Maddox’s murder sent 
shockwaves through the local com-
munity, especially at Morgan County 
Primary School, where Maddox at-
tended the first grade.

Teachers and students have been 
mourning the loss of Maddox since 

his death, and decided to hold a spe-
cial memorial service at the primary 
school to celebrate his life on what 
would have been his 8th birthday.

“It was the perfect day for us to 
gather together and celebrate his 
precious life. We began with a small 
ceremony in our school garden,” 
said MCPS Principal James Wyatt. 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

During a search of a man arrested on pos-
session of cocaine charges, the man allegedly 
blew a small bag of suspected powder and 

crack cocaine out of his nose.
According to Madison Po-

lice Department reports, jail-
ers at the Morgan County De-
tention Center also found a 
bag of suspected marijuana in 
the underwear of Rico Jamar 
Mosley, 41, Madison, during 
the same search.

Mosley was stopped on Tues-
day, April 20, at approximately 11:15 a.m. for 
an alleged license tag violation while driv-
ing a Honda Accord on South Main Street. 
An officer made a traffic stop on Mosley on 
Park Lane. Reports allege that consequent 
to the traffic stop, officers smelled “an over-
whelming odor of green marijuana coming 
from the open windows” of Mosley’s vehicle.

During the traffic stop, a Morgan Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office investigator arrived and 
conducted a Fourth Amendment search on 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

The Drama Dogs are back at 
it with the upcoming musical 
production of the 1970s classic 
“Grease,” the most successful 
musical of all-time, to be per-
formed this weekend at Morgan 
County High School.

Director Lenae Rose said she 
is thrilled to recreate the beloved 
musical with an “extra special” 
element to the play. For one per-
formance only, this past Sun-
day, Rose included a group of 
special needs students into the 
production to let their talents 
shine on stage.

Several special needs students 

took to the stage Sunday after-
noon alongside drama students 
to sing their hearts out in prep-
aration for the play’s opening 
this weekend.

”Grease” is a musical produc-
tion set in the 1950s that tells 
the story of young lovers, the 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

Robert Harling, who 
penned the enduring 
classic “Steel Magno-
lias,” first discovered 
his knack for storytelling 
right here in Madison, 
his childhood hometown.

“This is where it all 
began,” said Harling, 
who returned to Madison 
in early April to take a 

nostalgic stroll through 
the historic district, not 
far from where he lived 
with his family on Bel-
mont Street.

“Steel Magnolias,” 
the sharp-witted and 
heartwarming stage play 
that was made into a 
star-studded movie in 
the 1980s, has stood 
the test of time, with 

School holds memorial for Maddox Jones
Teachers, students gather on his 8th birthday to celebrate his lifeSeven-

year-old 
Maddox 

Jones was 
shot and 
killed at 

his 
Riverwalk 
residence 
March 1. 
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Cocaine blowout
Man allegedly blows bag of 

drugs out of his nose during 

search at detention center

Rico Mosley

Greased lightnin’ strikes MCHS this weekend

Tia Lynn Ivey

McCormick Anderson, The MCHS Drama Dogs and a group of special needs students perform ‘Greased 
Lightnin’ at a special preview performance of ‘Grease’ on Sunday, April 25.

Harling comes home
Famed ‘Steel Magnolias’ playwright revisits Madison roots

Special Photo

Robert Harling at just five-years-old at Madison 
Presbyterian Church after becoming the youngest 
person in the Presbyterian church’s history (at the 
time) to recite the Westminster Catechism from 
memory. “I remember they gave me white bible 
and a picture of ‘Surfer Jesus,’” laughed Harling.

Tia Lynn Ivey

‘Steel Magnolias’ playwright Robert Harling looks around his old classroom at the Madison-Morgan 
Cultural Center, where he attended school when the building housed Madison’s graded schoolhouse.
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

There is “good trouble” afoot in Madison. 
Local voting rights advocates are planning to 
hold a “Votercade” demonstration in Down-
town Madison in early May, in conjunction with 
other voting rights demonstrations planned 
across the country on the same day, to demand 
that elected officials restore and strengthen 
the Voting Rights Act.

Morgan County groups will demonstrate 
for the strengthening of democracy and to 
restore the Voting Rights Act in Madison, in 
honor of the late Georgia Congressman and 
Civil Rights legend, John Lewis. Protests all 
across America are planned for the National 
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Ac-
tion Day on Saturday, May 8.

Lewis notoriously fought for expanding vot-
ing rights throughout his entire political ca-
reer and famously said, “Never, ever be afraid 
to make some noise and get in good trouble, 
necessary trouble.”

Madison’s event will include Madison Mayor 
Fred Perriman, the Morgan County Branch of 
the NAACP, and the Morgan County Demo-
crats. Event organizers stressed that the event 
is open to anyone supporting the protection 
and expansion of voting rights.

“Voting rights advocates across the coun-
try are coming together across America to 
demand preservation and expansion of de-
mocracy, and ignite public support for restor-
ing the effectiveness of the Voting Rights Act. 
Events are scheduled on May 8 in more than 
140 communities for the National John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement Action Day,” said 
Jeanne Dufort, one of the organizers for the 
demonstration in Madison.

“The Morgan County coalition will hold a 
Votercade – cars, bikes, and walkers will fol-
low a route through Madison,” said Dufort. 
“Participants are asked to gather at 2:30 p.m. 

Local ‘Votercade’ 
protest planned

See PROTEST, A3

See ROOTS, A8


