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VACCINE TENT AT CGF

This year’s Cotton Gin  
Festival will offer attendees 
COVID-19 vaccinations at a 
tent run the by the Morgan 
County Health Department.
SEE PAGE A3

FREE LITTLE ART 
GALLERY

A mini art gallery has 
opened outside of the  
Madison Artists Guild on 
West Jefferson Street in 
Madison.
SEE PAGE B4
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

SHOOT FOR SETH 
FUNDRASIER

Don’t miss the sixth  
annual Shoot for Seth  
fundraiser Saturday, 
Sept. 25, at the Old  
Hudson Plantation in 
Sparta. The sporting clay 
tournament will feature 
100 targets, a barbeque 
lunch, a raffle, auction 
items, T-shirts, and  
shotgun games.
SEE PAGE A8
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A proposed Dollar General Store 
in downtown Buckhead has been 
put on indefinite hold, according to 
the company attempting to develop 
a downtown lot for the retail giant.

According to Kit Creighton, a de-
velopment associate with the At-
lanta-based firm of Sullivan Wick-
ley, the company has terminated 

its buy option with landowner Pat 
Reams on the site. The site, which 
fronted Saffold Road in downtown 
Buckhead, had been considered. 
Earlier reports stated that the site 
included the Buckhead Grocery 
Store, a deer processing facility 
and a warehouse. Those reports 
were incorrect.

In August Buckhead Town Coun-
cil member Richard Harris told 
the council that Sullivan Wickley 

had struggled with the lot provid-
ing correct percolation for a septic 
system for the store. However, at 
the time, Harris said he was told 
by Creighton that the develop-
ment company “think they’ve got 
this licked.”

Creighton said last Friday that 
Dollar General had decided against 
the economic feasibility of the lot, 
in part, because of the development 
costs. “The site was too expensive,” 

she said. “It didn’t make sense for 
Dollar General.”

Harris said last week that he was 
told Dollar General needed a larger 
site to accommodate the septic is-
sues. “They said they didn’t have 
enough room.”

Creighton said Dollar General 
was interested in the Buckhead 
area and would continue to pursue 
other sites, but that nothing was 
currently under contract.

“We would work with the town 
of Buckhead in the future if some-
thing pops up,” she said.

Dollar General backs out of buckhead

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The developer behind a proposed 70-acre 
subdivision near downtown Rutledge has with-
drawn his application. According to a letter 
dated Sept. 13, 2021, and signed by Spencer 
Knight, former Rutledge mayor and owner of 
Elgen Homes, Inc., the proposed subdivision 
is now off the books.

“I am withdrawing my rezoning application 
for Fairplay Street tax parcel R 01067 and 146 
Williams Street tax parcel 0123133,” the let-
ter states.

“My understanding is, it is a total pull out,” 
said Rutledge Mayor Bruce Altznauer Tuesday.

Knight had proposed carving out an approx-
imately 40-home subdivision off an entrance 
on Fairplay Street across from Veterans Park 
in Rutledge. On July 22, the Morgan County 

Planning Commission voted 4-2 to approve 
two zoning changes that would have paved the 
way for the project. Knight was asking the com-
mission to rezone a small section off Fairplay 
Street from Residential 3 to Residential 2 and 
a 67-acre tract from Agricultural-Residential to 
Residential 2. The zoning change would have 
allowed the denser lot configuration.

Developer withdraws Rutledge subdivision plans

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A Morgan County man accused of 
striking a woman with a broken toi-

let seat during a do-
mestic argument has 
been indicted on sev-
eral criminal charges 
by a Morgan County 
Grand Jury.

According to court 
documents, Danny Louie 
Cronic, Jr., 41, of Madi-
son, was indicted on two 
counts aggravated as-

sault, family violence, one count bat-
tery, family violence and one count 
possession of marijuana, less than 
an ounce.

Warrants allege that between 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on April 2, Cron-
ic attacked a woman at the couple’s 
Lower Apalachee Road residence. 
An incident report from the Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office at the time of 
the arrest stated that the woman told 
deputies Cronic’s phone rang and she 
picked the phone up and observed a 
photo of a woman on Snap Chat. The 
woman said she confronted Cronic 
and he allegedly became angry and 
began to throw items throughout the 
household. The woman told sher-
iff’s office deputies that Cronic then 
broke a toilet seat in the bathroom 
and battered her with the toilet seat.

Warrants also stated the woman 
alleged Cronic placed his hand over 
her mouth with enough force to cause 
her to lose consciousness and cause a 
seizure. Incident reports allege that 
the woman told deputies Cronic had 
choked her or tried to suffocate her 
multiple times in the past. A deputy 
noted in the incident report that when 
he entered the couple’s residence, he 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The annual Pistons 
for Paws, the premier 
Fall fundraiser for the 
Humane Society of Mor-
gan County (HSMC), 
was held last Sunday 
in Downtown Madison 
as attendees perused 
dozens of classic cars 
and friendly furry pups 
available for adoption. 
Miss Georgia Volunteer 
Alex Gilomen made 
an appearance for the 
cause, along with Carter 
Campese, 10, of Madi-
son, to help raise mon-
ey and awareness for 
the HSMC. ‘I love this 
event. The car show 
is awesome and who 
doesn’t love these lit-
tle doggies?’ said Gilo-
men while holding an 
adoptable hound from 
the HSMC. Campese, 
also holding another 
adoptable hound, spent 
Sunday walking avail-
able dogs around the 
festival. ‘I just wanted 
to come here today to 
help out by walking 
these dogs and help-
ing them find a forever 
home,’ said Carter. To 
see more moments from 
the Pistons for Paws 
event SEE PAGE B3.

Man indicted 
in alleged toilet 
seat attack

Alexa Gilomen, Miss 
Georgia Volunteer, 
attended the Pistons 
for Paws event last 
Sunday. Gilomen and 
Carter Campese, 10, 
each hold a hound 
from the Humane 
Society of Morgan 
County available for 
adoption.

♦

Tia Lynn Ivey

pISTONS 
FOR pAWS

Danny 
Cronic, Jr.

See ATTACK, A3

See SUBDIVISION, A3


