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MAT DOGS
HEAD TO STATE
The MCHS wrestling team
battled its way to the
preliminary round of the
state competition being held
this Saturday.
SEE PAGE B1

COUNTY

Citizen

$1

Madison remembers the life
of long-time resident,
retailer and realtor,
Ron Erwin, who passed
away Monday.
SEE PAGE B3
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Remains identified as murdered Atlanta man
By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Human remains discovered off Newborn Road
in Morgan County have been identified as those
of a 23-year-old Atlanta man who went missing
on Dec. 28, 2020.
According to Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) Special Agent Mary Chandler, the
skeletal remains located by Morgan County

Sheriff’s Office investigators on Thursday, Dec.
16 are those of Chanceler “CJ” James McCall.
McCall was last recorded on surveillance
video leaving his Parkway Vista Apartments
at 5:30 p.m. in his Dodge Challenger, according to a story published on Feb. 12, 2021, by
CBS46.com.
Chandler said GBI agents identified the remains at the GBI Crime Lab using dental records. She said items at the scene led the GBI

to contact DeKalb County authorities regarding
McCall’s disappearance.
Morgan County Sheriff Robert Markley said
Wednesday, Jan. 5, that investigators tapped
into the National Missing and Unidentified Person System (NamUs) and searched for persons
missing in the region.
Markley said based on the information taken
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Rivian
site plan
revealed
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The long-awaited site plan for Rivian Automotive’s new multibillion dollar electric car manufacturing plant in
Stanton Springs North has been released to the public this week.
Rivian’s new site plan paints a stark
picture of
just how unprecedented
For a map of the full the massive
site plan, see Page A7 plant will be
once fully
constructed,
spanning across 2,000 acres in both
Morgan and Walton counties.
“We’ve never seen anything like this
here,” said Shane Short, director of economic development for Walton County.
The sprawling green pastures of the
old Verner Family and Bowden Family farmlands in Rutledge will soon be
laid with concrete, becoming the hub
for the industrial development inching
toward downtown Rutledge.
“Many of the buildings for Rivian
will be built upon the old Verner Family farmland and the Bowden family
farmland,” said Short. “This will help
preserve some of the greenspace and
wetlands closer to I-20 and U.S. Highway 278. The plant will be about three
miles from the city of Rutledge.”
According to the newly released site
plan, approximately 13 million square
feet of the Rivian plant will be built
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See RIVIAN, A7
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Betsy Wagenhauser, Fred Perriman and Eric Joyce were all sworn in last week to begin a new term in office. Perriman will serve his third term as mayor. Joyce will serve his second term as a councilman. Wagenhauser will serve her first term as a councilwoman.

SWORN IN AND
READY TO SERVE
Madison officials take office in 2022
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Last week, Madison Mayor and
two council members were sworn
in, pledging to serve the best interests of the City of Madison.
Madison Mayor Fred Perriman
will serve out a third term in office, while Councilman Eric Joyce
begins his second term, and newcomer Betsy Wagenhauser begins

her first term.
“I’m honored and excited to
join this great group of council
members and mayor in helping
lead our town forward in a way
that preserves that which makes
Madison exceptional,” said Wagenhauser after being sworn in
to represent Madison’s District 5.
“This year is going to be especially important as the city council
looks to hire a new city manager

and, in the longer term, sets the
course for how Madison handles
the impact of county-wide growth
and development. I want to build
on the valuable contributions
made by my predecessor, Chris
Hodges, over the past eight years
and hopefully become a worthy
asset to District 5 and the city as
a whole.”

EVENT OF THE WEEK
MUSIC CITY SERIES
The third installment of
“Music City Comes to
Madison: a Nashville In
the Round Singer-Songwriter Series” featuring
Eric Dodd returns to the
historic stage at the
Madison-Morgan
Cultural Center at 7 p.m.
this Friday. Ticket
information is available
at mmcc-arts.org.
See more events on PAGE B6

See OFFICIALS, A5

Local family competes on ‘Family Feud’ game show
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Daniel Family will be
featured on an upcoming
episode of “Family Feud,” a
popular game show hosted
by Steve Harvey in which two
families compete by guessing
the most popular answers to
a set of survey questions to
win up to $100,000.
The Daniel family’s episode
will first air on Valentine’s
Day, Monday, Feb. 14, on

the Atlanta Channel WUPA
at 7:30 p.m. Reruns of the
episode will air on Feb. 15,
Feb. 16, and Feb. 17.
“We had a lot of fun,” said
Angela Daniel, the family’s
matriarch, who filmed an
episode with her children:
Britney, Crystal, Sirredia,
and Cedric.
“We can’t talk about it until after it airs, but we had a
lot of fun,” said Daniel.
See FEUD, A2
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Quintessential
Morgan County Charm
2 7 0 0 G O D F R E Y R OA D
MADISON, GEORGIA 30650

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2.34+/- acres, offered for $325,000

Listed by The Michael Redwine Group
Michael Redwine & Jeffrey Hagy • michaelredwinegroup.com

Your Morgan County Neighbors & REALTORS®, representing
historic properties on the Antebellum Trail from Athens to Macon

404.237.5000
atlantafinehomes.com
sir.com

