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SCHOOL LUNCH SAVED
Anonymous group of
donors provide funds to
keep free school lunches
going for students during
the summer.
SEE PAGE A3

COUNTY

Citizen

$1

Madison Fest draws
hundreds to Town Park
with the return of the
City’s signature festival.
SEE PAGE B3
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Rivian gets $1.5B incentive package
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The State of Georgia finalized a $1.5 billion incentive package for Rivian Automotive, the electric vehicle manufacturer slated to build a massive plant on a 2,000-acre site between Rutledge
and Social Circle.
According to the Georgia Department of Economic

Development (GDEcD), Georgia’s $1.5 billion investment to recruit Rivian to the state includes
state discretionary funding, tax credits, and local incentives. The GDEcD also expects a $7.3
billion return in “community impact,” which includes “labor income, value added and output.”
The agreement also mandates a slew of environmental regulations for Rivian to fulfill.
Rivian is slated to begin PILOT (payments in

lieu of taxes) payments in 2023 to the Joint Development Authority of Jasper, Morgan, Newton
and Walton counties, totaling $1.5 million per year
for the first five years. Rivian has agreed to pay at
least $300 million over the course of the next five
years, and could pay northward of $600 million
in PILOT payments if the company’s investment
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County
approves
Kingston
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The controversial Kingston subdivision, which aims to build nearly
1,200 housing units in Morgan and
Putnam counties near Lake Oconee,
cleared another hurdle Tuesday morning. The Morgan County Board of
Commissioners (BOC) unanimously
approved an updated version of the
project’s development agreement,
giving the Kingston developers the
green light to move forward with the
massive housing subdivision.
The BOC added language to enhance protections in case the project defaults and to ensure minimum
square-footage standards. The new
requirements include a 180-day timeframe for the developer to correct
any breach of contract, after which
point the county can terminate the
development agreement. The BOC
is also requiring all single-family
homes to be at least 2,000 square
feet and townhouses to be at least
1,200 square feet.
According to the Developer Doug
Adams, the Kingston subdivision will
cost up to $500 million to develop
and will yield housing units in the
price range of $300,000 to $600,000.
Kingston developers are poised to
build 750 homes across 880 acres on
the Morgan County side of the project near Buckhead and 620 houses
on the Putnam side. Kingston Ranch
See KINGSTON, A7

Tia Lynn Ivey

During an appointment ceremony Tuesday at the high school, Chance Reid was joined by Congressman Jody
Hice, right, and his mother, Lynn Reid.

BULLDOG TAKES FLIGHT
MCHS Senior Chance Reid chosen for
prestigious Air Force Academy appointment
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

With a smile as broad
as his shoulders, Chance
Reid towered over his family, friends, coaches, and
teachers Tuesday morning
to celebrate his prestigious
appointment to the United
States Air Force Academy
in Colorado Springs, Colo.
“This is my dream school,”

said Reid, a Morgan County
High School senior. “They
breed some of the best disciplined people on the planet.
They also have a high-level football team and that’s
what I want to play.”
Reid earned a full football
scholarship to the academy,
with a recommendation from
Congressman Jody Hice.
See SENIOR, A8

“

I think we are giving
the Air Force and
our country one of
our very best�”

EVENT OF THE WEEK
SATURDAy, MAy 7
The Madison-Morgan
Conservancy holds its annual Derby Day fundraiser at Camp Boxwoods in
Madison from 5:30 p.m.
to 10 p.m. In addition to
the live viewing of the Kentucky Derby, the event features a Run for the Roses
raffle, Derby supper, open
bar, live auction, and live
music and dancing.
mmcgeorgia.org

— Superintendent
Dr. Virgil Cole

JDA accuses official of conflict of interest in Rivian tax deal
New special meeting called for May 12 after
Tax Assessors table vote on exemption status
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

After the Morgan County
Board of Tax Assessors tabled
a request last Wednesday to
approve a tax exemption for the
coming Rivian mega-factory
for Stanton Springs North, the
Joint Development Authority
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Artz, of having a conflict of
interest concerning Rivian.
The JDA is alleging the last
Tax officials throw wrench in
Rivian’s economic deal������A2 meeting was held “illegally”
due to improper public notice
and is arguing that any actions
Tia Lynn Ivey
(JDA) has filed a request for taken during the meeting are
a special-called meeting to now non-binding and must John Artz, a member of the Morgan County Board of Tax Assespush for another vote and
sors, throws up his hands in frustration during the last meeting in
accused Tax Assessor, John
See JDA, A6 which the board voted to table a tax exemption request for Rivian.
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