
OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Madison welcomes its 
newest clothing boutique 
and medical spa to the 
downtown area. 
SEE PAGE A7

PISTONS FOR PAWS

Annual classic car show and 
parade raises more than 
$5,000 for the Humane 
Society of Morgan County. 
SEE PAGE B3
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

SEPT. 23

The MAGallery in down-
town Madison presents 
“Places and Faces,” all 
new works on canvas 
by Madison artist Chris 
Cook. An opening recep-
tion is held Sept. 23 from 
6 to 8 p.m. The exhibi-
tion will be on display 
through Oct. 22. 
SEE PAGE B4
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A Morgan County school bus driv-
er has been arrested and charged 
with two counts of simple battery 
after being caught on video push-
ing two young students during a 
dispute on Friday, Sept. 9.

James O’Neil, a bus driver with 
the Morgan County Charter School 
System since 2020, was arrested on 
Friday, Sept. 16, and spent the day 
in the Morgan County Detention 

Center before bonding out 
to await trial.

After the video, filmed by 
a student who witnessed the 
event, was uploaded to Face-
book and went viral, O’Neil 
was fired from the school 
system earlier this week as 
local law enforcement inves-
tigated the matter.

“The investigation resulted in the 
arrest of James O’Neil on two counts 
of simple battery,” said Morgan 
County Chief Deputy Keith Howard. 

“While this was not a complex 
investigation, it was compli-
cated by the allegation that 
the incident was perceived 
as being racially motivated.”

Howard said the investiga-
tors reviewed three separate 
videos of the incident, two 
filmed by students aboard 
the bus and the official foot-

age from the bus security camera.
Nene and Blake Carter, the chil-

dren’s parents, credit the commu-
nity and online pressure for the 

O’Neil’s firing and arrest.
“We are very relieved that charges 

were filled and that no other par-
ents have to worry about the safe-
ty of their children when it comes 
to Mr. O’Neil.” said a joint state-
ment from the Carters. “We really 
appreciate the NAACP for all their 
support and assistance and also 
the support from the community.”

The parents of the siblings, aged 
6 and 10, claimed the incident was 

Bus driver arrested for battery

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A Regions Bank employee 
on Monday, Sept. 12, was 

arrested and 
charged with 
theft by taking 
after he alleg-
edly took more 
than $10,000 
from the bank 
to supposedly 
cover online 
g a m b l i n g 
debts.

According to Madison Po-
lice Department reports, Juan 
Jose Munoz, 26, Eatonton 
was arrested after a bank 
audit allegedly returned a 
$13,000 deficit from Mu-
noz’s teller drawer. Reports 
state that a Region’s Bank 
Fraud Investigator contact-
ed Madison Police on Sept. 
12 and alleged that a bank 
audit showed a significant 
deficit from Munoz’s drawer.

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Madison’s Fifth Street Commu-
nity Garden held a “soft opening” 
Saturday in the form of a “Meet and 
Greet” at both the garden and at the 
St. Paul AME Church.

The garden, a community garden 
which currently has 32 raised beds 
donated and constructed by the Ro-
tary Club of Morgan County, is the 
brainchild of Fifth Street Commu-
nity Garden President Sally Fowl-
er. Fowler said Saturday’s event, 
that included music, raffle drawings, 
dancing and an introduction to the 
community garden concept “couldn’t 
have been better.”

“I was thrilled,” she said. “We had 
a wonderful group.”

Organizers with the Fifth Street 
Community Garden were able to lease 
17 of the available 32 beds. The raised 
beds are available for $35 per year. 
Fowler said the garden will have its 
grand opening on Oct. 1 and at that 
time, persons with a leased bed will 
be provided with winter vegetables 
and seeds to plant.

Since its inception, the garden has 
quickly taken shape. In August, Ro-
tary Club volunteers built the initial 
beds and Leo Lopez and Arbor View 
came in behind the community group 
and laid sod and leveled beds. Fowler 
said there is room for an additional 
16 to 18 raised beds on the property.

Fifth Street Community Garden 
volunteers, led by Hiram Johnson, 
have built the basis for a pavilion at 
the garden. Lowe’s employees are 
scheduled to come to the garden to 
complete construction on the pavil-
ion. As reported earlier, Lowe’s has 
also donated $20,000 to the effort 

and an initial fund raising letter for 
the garden raised another $20,000 
locally.

The garden also has a five-year, no-
money lease on the three-quarter-acre 

lot from the Madison Downtown 
Development Authority. After build 
out, the garden will also include a 

READY TO GROW
Fifth Street Garden introduces concept to neighborhood

Bank 
teller is 
arrested

Jeryl Muhammad and his wife, Patricia, purchased a year lease on bed #12 
Saturday during the Fifth Street Community Garden “Meet and Greet” event.

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The November Midterm 
Election is fast approaching, 
with local election officials 
gearing up to launch early 
voting next month. The last 
day to register to vote in the 
Nov. 8 election is on Tues-
day, Oct. 11. Early voting in 
Morgan County kicks off on 
Monday, Oct. 17 and ends on 
Friday, Nov. 4.

Whether early or on elec-
tion day, Morgan County vot-
ers will cast ballots in sever-
al high-profile federal and 
state races as well as two 
local races.

Locally, voters will decide 
the next District 2 Coun-
ty Commissioner, choosing 
between Republican Blake 

Register 
to vote by 
Oct. 11

Patrick Yost

Fifth Street Community Garden volunteers stand with Madison Mayor Fred Perriman (center) at Saturday’s “Meet and 
Greet” event. Pictured from left, are President Sally Fowler, Mary Pickles, Perriman, Board Member Pat Leming and 
David Fowler.

James 

O’Neil

Man charged with 
taking more than 
$10K over months

Juan Jose 

Munoz

Early voting begins 
on Mon., Oct. 17
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