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COUNTRY FAIR RETURNS
The 37th Annual Rutledge
Country Fair was held last
Saturday, drawing hundreds
of people to downtown Rutledge for music, games,
shopping, and food. SEE B1
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KEEPING HISTORY
This year’s Historic Preservation awards were announced last week. Read
about this year’s winners inside. SEE B1

Serving Morgan County since 1846.

BEST WEEKLY GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION Better Newspaper Contest

WWW.MORGANCOUNTYCITIZEN.COM

Stanton
Springs
North
unveiled

INDEX
Classifieds ����������������������� B6
Obituaries ������������������������ B4
Opinion ���������������������������� A4
Law Enforcement ������������� A6
Sports������������������������������ B2

JDA adds 600+
acres for $26M
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Pressing forward with the goal
of bringing long-term, high-paying jobs to the region, the Joint
Development Authority (JDA)
recently added another 665 acres
of developable land for $26 million to expand Stanton Springs
Industrial Park.
The new section of the park,
Stanton Springs North, will be
marketed to high-profile companies in the technology and medical
field to bring even more lucrative
businesses into the park.
“We closed on the new land
See STANTON, A5

Middle school
to allow out-ofcounty students
By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The Morgan County Charter School
System has revised its out-of-county
student enrollment policy to begin
allowing students into the eighth
grade for $3,423 per year.
Previously, according to Dr. Virgil Cole, superintendent, Morgan
County Charter School System,
the system only considered out-ofcounty students in the high school.
Cole said that policy, in part, was
because of space allotments. However, with the construction of a new
middle school, the system is able
to accommodate more students, he
said, and retain its optimum class
size. According to Jay Homan, assistant superintendent, Morgan
County Charter School System, the
current average class size in eighth
grade at Morgan County Middle
School is 23 students.
“That’s very good for middle
school,” said Cole.
See STUDENTS, A5
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Veterans for the American Legion unveil the new memorial erected in Bostwick’s City Park on Memorial Day.

Honoring the eternal
Ride for America rolls through Morgan on Memorial Day
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

“This just means the world to
me, that all these people came out
here to honor us,” said Earl Nunn,
an 88-year-old Korean War veteran, as a parade of motorcycles
rumbled in the distance. “I am so
thankful for what Bostwick has
done here and all the veterans
who have sacrificed for the liberties we have today.”
Nunn was just one of dozens of
veterans who turned out to Bostwick’s first-ever Ride for America
Memorial Day celebration and special ceremony to dedicate a Veterans Memorial at the city park.
The special Memorial Day service in Bostwick drew more than
1,300 motorcycles driven by patriotic riders through Morgan County in an astounding 12-mile long
procession.
Ride for America circled Bostwick’s Veteran Memorial Park before heading to Rutledge and on
back toward Social Circle. Hundreds
of people gathered in Bostwick’s
new Veterans Memorial Park to
wave flags at passing riders before
holding a special ceremony dedicating a new monument designed
to honor the service and sacrifice
of veterans.
Nash Allwine, the honor guard
commander for Post 137 of the
American Legion, presided over
Monday’s ceremony, choking up
See MEMORIAL, A3

EVENT OF THE WEEK
RUTLEDGE SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES
Don’t miss the first week
of Rutledge’s Summer
Concert Series this Friday, June 4 at 7 p.m. live
from the city’s downtown gazebo. Caroline
Aiken, a favorite local musican, will take
the gazebo stage Firday
night.

Leslie Reeves

About 1,300 motorcycles ride through Rutledge and Bostwick for the annual Ride for America Memorial Day celebration on Monday.

For more photos from Ride For America, see Page B5�

Lindsay Peaster named systemwide Teacher of the Year
By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Morgan County School
System has named its Systemwide Teacher of the Year:
Lindsay Peaster, a special
education and language arts
teacher at Morgan County Middle School (MCMS).
Peaster was named MCMS’s Teacher of the Year
last month, now she’s been
named Teacher of the Year
for the entire school system and will be in a pool of
other systemwide Teachers of the Year to be eligible
for the coveted title of State
Teacher of the Year.
“I am honored and grateful
to receive this recognition,

and I am committed to representing our school system
and community well,” said
Peaster.
While Peaster is honored to
be chosen to represent Morgan County as the Systemwide Teacher of the Year, she
didn’t launch her career in
education for the accolades.
“Being an educator is not
just a ‘job’ for me. I really see
it as an extension of who I
am as a person. It means
collaboration with peers
and administrators, knowing what is evidence-based,
best practice for the classroom, and building positive
relationships with students
See TEACHER, A5

Lindsay
Peaster, a
special
education
teacher and
speech
pathologist at
MCMS, was
named
Systemwide
Teacher of
the Year this
week.
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