
CELEBRATING 70

Meet Dottie and Marvin 
Barrett, a Madison couple 
who recently marked their 
70th wedding anniversary.
SEE PAGE B1

MARCHING ON

MCHS band students  
beat this heat last week, 
concluding another  
successful annual band 
camp.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

ROCK REVIEW

Rock out to all your  
favorite hits from the 
70s and 80s with  
Ronnie Pittman’s Vinyl 
Review in Town Park 
this Thursday, July 29. 
The free concert will 
wrap up the City’s series 
of four Firefly Nights 
performances. Local  
favorite, MaCayla Cook, 
will open the show at 
7:30 p.m.
SEE PAGE A2
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

On July 22, flanked by members of the Roswell Po-
lice Department, the Georgia Bureau of Investigations 
and family of 8-year-old Joshua Harmon, Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Keith Howard 
was finally able to compose himself and speak.

After 33 years, two months and six 
days since the murder of Harmon, a 
child who his aunt Marlene Carlisle 
said had an “uncanny relationship with 
nature and God,” Roswell authorities 
announced an arrest.

On July 21 during a traffic stop, James 
Michael Coates, 56, of Woodstock, was 
arrested for Harmon’s 1988 murder. Two 
days after Harmon was reported miss-
ing, his body was found near the apart-
ment complex where he lived. Coates 

was living in the same apartment complex at the time.
The announcement of the arrest, Howard said, “was 

very emotional.”
“I was having a hard time composing myself.”
Since 1998 when then director of the GBI Buddy Nix 

Morgan deputy helps 
crack cold case

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

“This just sounds like bigger government to 
me and that’s why I don’t like it,” said a frustrat-
ed Philipp von Hanstein, chairman of Morgan 

County Board of Commissioners (BOC) after a 
heated exchange with Commissioner Ben Riden 
over proposed changes to the county ordinance 
regulating recreational vehicles, specifically to 
give county officials more power to catch citi-
zens suspected of living in RVs.

“This has become a serious issue,” said County 
Planning Director Chuck Jarrell, who said the 
county has discovered up to 30 incidents of peo-
ple living in RVs full-time in the last year alone. 
“Under our codes, RVs are not permanent liv-
ing structures, but it has been hard to enforce.”

Despite objections from Chairman von Hanstein 

County cracks down on people living in RVs

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Morgan County law enforcement 
used recently-acquired 
ballistic shields to enter 
a Greensboro Highway 
residence after a man had 
allegedly threatened to 
kill workers at a nearby 
chicken house and had 
fired approximately 10 
shots inside his home 
with a long rifle. Con-
cerned neighbors heard 

the shots and “yelling” and called 911.
Six deputies, two with the shields, 

entered the residence on Tuesday, 
July 20, after authorities tried for ap-
proximately 15 minutes to convince 
the suspect to surrender.

According to Lt. Brandon Sellers, 
who was among the six that stormed 
the small house that sits in front of 
three Pilgrim’s Pride chicken houses, 
after deputies entered the residence, 
they located Robert Winston Palmer, 
44, of Madison, standing half in, half 
out of a bedroom door. Deputies de-
manded Palmer show his hands and 
within seconds, Sellers said, he was 
detained and handcuffed. ”It was a 
textbook entry,” he said.

The arrest ended a tense standoff 
where, initially, deputies believed 
Palmer had shot several people work-
ing at the chicken houses because of a 
language barrier between the deputy 
and a worker.

Reports state that initially a Pil-
grim Pride truck driver drove down 
a shared driveway with Palmer and 
the chicken houses to collect chick-
ens for processing. A second driver 
said he noticed a wrecked motorcy-
cle in the driveway when he pulled in 
and an abandoned motorcycle helmet 
on the road. That driver alleged that 
while he was attempting to reach the 
chicken houses, Palmer, who he said 
had one hand, “came running out of 

Standoff ends 

in man’s arrest

Commissioners clash over ‘big government’ solutions

Authorities storm house, 
take man into custody 
who allegedly fired shots 
and threatened to kill 
chicken house workers

Robert 

Palmer

Chief Deputy Keith Howard, the 
state’s only certified criminal 

profiler, worked to solve 33-year-old 
Atlanta child murder case

Contributed photo

Morgan County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Keith Howard speaks July 22 at a press conference in Atlanta 
announcing the arrest of a man wanted for the 1988 murder of an 8-year-old child.

Contributed photo

This is the last picture taken of 8-year-old Joshua 
Harmon at a petting zoo prior to his 1988 murder.

James 

Michael 

Coates

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Teachers, paraprofession-
als, and school staff are busy 
setting up classrooms and 
creating lesson plans this 
week to welcome students 
back to the classroom this 
Monday, Aug. 2.

All four Morgan County 
schools will resume in-person 
classes this Monday, with 
school officials hoping for 
a return to normalcy after 
more than a year of deal-
ing with the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Students will be free from 
most of the protections in 
place last year to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19, al-
though school officials pledge 
to maintain some corona-
virus-related precautions 
throughout the year.

Masks will be optional, but 
the school will not mandate 
mask-wearing or social dis-
tancing. The school system 
will still provide contract trac-
ing, and students or teach-
ers who test positive will be 
required to quarantine the 

Back to School
Morgan Co. students head back into 
the classroom this coming Monday

Tia Lynn Ivey

Teachers and paraprofessionals are busy preparing for the return of students to the classroom 
this Monday, Aug. 2. Morgan County Primary School staff have transformed the halls into a 
“construction zone” to encourage students “build a great year.” Hillary Stapp, teacher, Jen-
nifer Brown, teacher, Jennifer Thomas, paraprofessional, Shameka Terrell, paraprofessional, 
Ashley Thompson, teacher, Caroline Cameron, teacher, and Courtney Park, teacher, work to-
gether to prepare for classes resuming this Monday.

See STANDOFF, A3 See CASE, A3
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See SCHOOL, A8


