
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
news cafe

special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

VOTING MAP APPROVED

Gov. Kemp approved the re-
districting map for Morgan 
County, upholding its mi-
nority-majority district. 
SEE PAGE A3

LAST GLANCE

See the Large Art Dreaming 
mural at the Steffen Thomas 
Museum before it’s gone on 
Jan. 13. 
SEE PAGE B5
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Follow us online for 
breaking news and more!
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COM
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

SEE PAGE B4

The Madison-Morgan 
Cultural Center pres-
ents its third installment 
of “Music City Comes to 
Madison,” a Nashville In 
The Round Singer-Song-
writer Series, on Jan. 14.
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Leaders from Morgan Medical Center 
presented an annual audit report to the 
Morgan County Board of Commission-
ers (BOC) on Tuesday, Jan. 4, touting a 
net income of $4.9 million for the year, 
mostly due to federal COVID funding, 

and beguiling rising indigent care costs 
for uninsured hospital patients.

“This is the seventh year in a row that 
the hospital has had a positive bottom 
line,” said MMC’s Chief Finance Officer 
Kyle Wilkinson. “The last year we had a 
loss was back in 2014.”

Wilkinson noted that the hospital still 
would have come out on top even without 
the nearly $4.5 million in COVID fund-
ing from the CARES Act and PPP loans.

“Without that, we would still have 

Hospital nets $4.9 million for 2021

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Omicron is now the dominant strain of the 
coronavirus in America and is currently the 

largest “wave” of cases to hit Georgia since the 
pandemic began in 2020, driving testing sup-
ply shortages, long testing lines, strains on the 
healthcare workers, and increased COVID-re-
lated hospitalizations and deaths.

Last Wednesday, Gov. Brian Kemp announced 
$100 million in new spending to fight the lat-
est outbreak, after Georgia recorded the high-
est single day new case count since January, 
clocking in at 13,760 confirmed COVID cases.

Up to 200 National Guard troops are set for 

deployment in Georgia to help understaffed and 
overcrowded hospitals and to man testing sites.

Morgan County schools announced Mon-
day that renewed COVID restrictions would 
be immediately implemented to help slow the 
spread in the face of a significant holiday spike 
in COVID cases that is alarming health officials 
across the state.

As of Monday, Jan. 3, The Georgia Department 

Georgia hits record number of COVID cases

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Rutledge residents’ hopes were 
dashed last week when about a 
dozen of them trekked to the Joint 

Development Authority (JDA) meet-
ing in Stanton Springs Business Park 
to voice opposition to the historic, 
massive multibillion Rivian Automo-
tive plant planned for construction 
in Morgan and Walton counties.

One economic developer put it 
bluntly to the group.

“That ship has sailed for all in-
tents and purposes. The company 
is coming. You can’t stop it,” said 
Shane Short, executive director 
of the Development Authority of 
Walton County, to a group of upset 

TOWN HALLS  
TO COME

Rutledge residents appeal to JDA to no avail; 
Rivian leaders promise upcoming meetings

Tia Lynn Ivey

Jeanne Sutyak of Rutledge asked the JDA is she should be worried about her “forever home” being subject 
to eminent domain to make way for the Rivian project. Economic Developer Shane Short assured her that 
no property owner would face eminent domain for the Rivian project.

Health officials warn of labor 
and supply shortages, school 
reinstates COVID restrictions

See COVID, A5

Reports indigent care is still 
on the rise

Tia Lynn Ivey

Kyle Wi lk inson, 
Morgan Medical 
Center’s Chief Fi-
nance  O f f i c e r, 
presents the 2021 
audit results to the 
Morgan County 
Board of Commis-
sioners on Tues-
day, Jan. 4.

♦
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A man Morgan County authorities 
allege was a real-life Grinch was ar-
rested by Putnam County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies on Christmas Eve.

Inside the man’s car, said Capt. 
Brandon Sellers, was an allegedly 
stolen 75” flat screen television set 
hanging out of the trunk and loads 
of stolen Christmas cards and other 
mail allegedly taken from address-
es in Morgan, Greene, Putnam and 
Walton counties.

According to Capt. Brandon Sell-
ers, of the Morgan County Sheriff’s 

Office, Jason King, 41, 
a man with a Walton 
County address but with 
known associates in 
Bostwick, was arrest-
ed following a short 
foot chase by Putnam 
County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies on Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, after the 

deputies noticed King drive through 
Eatonton with a massive television 
set hanging from the trunk of his 
vehicle.

After King was detained, a moun-
tain of mail was also discovered in 
the Infiniti, a vehicle authorities had 

‘Porch Pirate’ 
arrested on 
Christmas Eve
Christmas cards, 
donations found among 
mountain of stolen mail 
in man’s car

Jason King

See ARREST, A3 See TOWN HALL, A8

See HOSPITAL, A8


