
Spend your special occasion in the area’s newest one-of-a-kind 

event venue, right in the heart of downtown Madison.

Bridal Showers | Luncheons | Baby Showers  | Birthday Parties | 

Corporate Events | Receptions  | Rehearsal Dinners | Christmas Parties

104 East Washington Street, Madison, GA 30650 

561.361.1001  |  wineandrosesmadisonga@gmail.com

Downtown Style

Wine&Roses
news cafe

special occasions and event venue 

Southern Sophistication

now booking for special events and occasions

A YEAR IN PHOTOS

Journey back through 2021 
as local photographers 
chronicle the year through 
snapshots of our  
community.
SEE PAGE B1

A WINNING YEAR

Follow the triumphs of our 
local sports teams with 
highlights from the year’s 
top sports stories of 2021.
SEE PAGE B2
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Follow us online for 
breaking news and more!

WWW.mORGANcOUNTYcITIZEN.
cOm

mORGAN cOUNTY 
cITIZEN

@mORGANcITIZEN

EVENT OF THE WEEK

FIRST DAY HIKE

Hard Labor Creek State 
Park hosts a “First Day 
Hike” on New Year’s Day 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
This two-mile, moderate 
to rigorous, scenic hike 
is geared toward active 
adults and children over 
8 years old and is lim-
ited to 20 participants. 
Preregistration required 
by 5 p.m. the day be-
fore. The fee is $3 plus $5 
parking. (706)-557-3001 
or GaStateParks.org.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Wright Barksdale, the 34-year-old district 
attorney for the Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit, 
conspired with Assistant District Attorney 
Jeff Burks to hold a special, surprise lun-
cheon for Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit Assis-
tant Public Defender Darel Mitchell.

The event was held at The 62, a wedding 
venue off U.S. 441 north of Madison, on 
Friday, Dec. 10.

Barksdale said the attendees were all any-
one would every need to know about Mitchell.

“There were superior court judges, your 
sheriff, court workers,” Barksdale said. “That 
says more than anything.”

Mitchell served his last day in the Morgan 
County Courthouse on Wednesday, Dec. 22, 
fittingly before now Senior Judge William 
“Billy” Prior, during a motion day where 
several plea agreements were taken by the 

Darel mitchell retires from public 
defender’s office after 17 years

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Local leaders are praising Georgia’s 
historic multibillion dollar deal with 
Rivian Automotive that will land a 

massive electric car manufacturing 
plant in Morgan County.

The new plant will sprawl across 
2,000 acres of land in both Morgan 
and Walton counties near Exit 101 
on I-20, near Highway 278, leading 

all the way up to Oil Mill Road in 
Rutledge. The plant will be partial-
ly built upon the old Verner Family 
farmlands.

The project is expected to yield a 
$5 billion investment, create 7,500 
jobs, and churn out an estimated 
400,000 electric vehicles per year once 
the plant becomes fully operational. 

Construction is slated for the sum-
mer of 2022, with manufacturing 
beginning in 2024.

Bob Hughes and Andy Ainslie, 
Morgan County’s representatives 
on the Joint Development Author-
ity (JDA), are thrilled for the coming 

Local leaders rejoice over Rivian

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor
The lawsuit between the City 

of Madison and Morgan Medi-
cal Center over a zoning dispute 
will drag on into 2022.

At the last hearing on Wednes-
day, Dec. 22, Morgan County 
Superior Court Judge Stephen 
Bradley heard arguments and 
will soon rule on whether or not 
to grant the city’s request for a 
trial by jury.

“The court has taken the mat-
ter under advisement and will 
rule after it reviews the file and 
the deposition testimony,” said 
City Attorney Jim Carter after 
Wednesday’s hearing.

Carter and Hospital Attorney 
Kathy Zickert presented discov-
ery evidence and arguments for 
Judge Bradley to consider re-
garding their respective cases 
over transforming the old Mor-
gan Memorial Hospital build-
ing into an upscale drug reha-
bilitation facility. Bradley will 
decide whether or not the case 
warrants a trial by jury.

Zickert argued that since the 
hospital authority is a public 
entity established in 1957 for 
the purpose of public health, 

J
ohn 
Caleb 
Whetzel, 

son of Josh 
and Jacque-
lyn Whetzel 
of Madison, 
helped the 
Citizen  
celebrate the 
“birth of the 
New Year” 
recently at 
The Brady 
Inn in  
downtown 
Madison. 
Born on 
June 9 at 
St. Mary’s 
in Athens, 
John Caleb 
joins sisters  
Ellie, 15, 
Evan, 13, and 
Kellyn, 10, 
adding his 
smile and 
easygoing 
personality 
to the Whetzel 
family.

IT’S A NEW YEAR, bAbY!Judge to 
consider 
jury trial

Photo by Patrick Yost

Rutledge residents remain skeptical

City of Madison 
requests trial by jury 
in Hospital lawsuit

Darel Mitchell, 
assistant 
public 
defender, 
Ocmulgee 
Judicial 
Circuit, stands 
in the Morgan 
County 
Courthouse 
before Senior 
Judge William 
Prior on 
Mitchell’s last 
day on the job.
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