
By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

The Georgia Bureau of Investi-
gation (GBI) Friday issued arrest 

warrants for Deron 
Demond Bell, 20, 
of Norcross, in con-
nection with the 
shooting murder 
of truck driver Jo-
seph Lee Briggs.

The GBI, in a 
press released 
announced that 
it, along with the 
Greene Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office and the U.S. 
Marshals Service are search-
ing for Bell and have asked that 
anyone with information on the 
whereabouts of Bell contact au-
thorities at 1-800-597-8477 or 
online at https://gbi.georgia.
gov/submit-tips-online.

Briggs, a 30-year-old truck 
driver from South Carolina, was 
shot and killed during what au-
thorities alleged was a “road rage” 
incident on April 9. According to 
published reports in the Morgan 
County Citizen, Briggs was pro-
nounced dead by Greene County 
Coroner Jeff Smith at the scene 
of the shooting on Interstate 20.

GBI Special Agent Mary Chandler 

REGION CHAMPS

Soccer teams from 
Morgan County High School 
and Middle School go 
undefeated in region to 
secure region titles. 
SEE PAGE B1

ORGANIC MARKET 
OPENS DOWNTOWN

Downtown’s newest busi-
ness, Community Roots 
Market, is now open and 
serving up fresh produce 
next to the courthouse. 
SEE PAGE A7
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

‘FREAKS OF NATURE’

MAGallery hosts an art-
ist reception with Eliza-
beth Collins Hanes in 
conjunction with her 
newest exhibit, “Freaks 
of Nature,” this Friday, 
Apr. 23, from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. MAGallery is lo-
cated at 125 W. Jefferson 
St. For more informa-
tion, visit TheMadison-
ArtistsGuild.org. 
SEE PAGE A2
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A man with his pants around 
his ankles was pulled from a fi-
ery wreck last week by a Morgan 
County deputy moments after 
his Ram truck was purposefully 
crashed by an officer using a con-
trolled maneuver, ending a dan-
gerous high-speed chase.

Willis Howard Gordon Wil-
liams, 60, of Ellenwood, was ar-
rested on Tuesday, April 13, at 
approximately 2 a.m., at the cul-
mination of a vehicle chase that 
initiated in Newton County af-
ter Newton authorities alerted 

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Six days.
Six days with his head stuck inside 

a doorway to a cluttered carport and 
his feet stuck outside.

Six days Jim Howser, a 78-year-
old Harris Street resident, says he lay 
partially on concrete and partially on 
linoleum after “my legs simply gave 
out from underneath me.”

Six days with no food or water. 
“During this time I had no hydra-
tion, no nutrition, no anything,” he 
says. “This was at the end of a pe-
riod of total withdrawal from life 
sustaining stuff.”

But there were nights, too. “This 
was still during the period when the 
nights were quite a bit below freezing 
and I could not get the door closed… 
I was wearing a herringbone wool 
jacket and I had to arrange that and 
another garment that was nearby to 
preserve whatever warmth I could.”

Howser said his day started like 
most and at one point he began to 
feel dehydrated, so he purchased and 
consumed four large sports drinks 
in an hour and then he was going to 
go to bed. He believes he tried to hy-
drate too quickly and that, coupled 

with a condition he has called “ve-
nous insufficiency” where he doesn’t 
get proper blood flow to his legs and 
feet, caused his collapse. Hard as 
he tried, he says, he couldn’t move.

“I was in shock.” He said it was 
like wrestling with the ground. He 
“wriggled” around so much that he 
developed a hole in his back near 
his spine. He kept trying to rise, 
to crawl to yell for help and noth-
ing worked. “What my gut was tell-
ing me was ’Son, with each passing 
day you’re not making any progress 
here. You’re in desperate times. Your 
clock is running down. There’s only 
so much time you’ve got to live.”

He says he told himself “If you 
can’t come up with something here, 
you’re a dead man.”

“I kept turning it over in my mind 
until something out of the darkness 
came through,” he says.

Howser says he’s a bit of a loner, 
a man who keeps to himself. But he 
remembered one person who visits 

daily. The one person who might be 
that “something out of the darkness.”

Her name is Elaine Fulton.
Fulton is a mail carrier for the 

Madison Post Office who, emergen-
cy workers, authorities and Howser 
say, most likely saved the man’s life.

On Thursday, April 8, six days after 
Howser had fallen and lay prostate 
on the ground, Fulton says she no-
ticed that his mail had been piling 
up. Fulton has worked her 17-mile 
Madison route to more than 400 
addresses for the past 10 years. The 
Woodville, Ga., resident knows her 
customers, she says, and she knew 
Jim Howser.

“He’s the type that doesn’t leave 
the mail in the box. I was think-
ing to myself that something ain’t 
right.” But, she says, she left again 
and continued on her way. But her 
intuition, a quality her daughter calls 
her “nosiness,” got to her. An inner 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

The clock is ticking for the Town of 
Buckhead as the city council is scram-
bling to adopt new development regu-
lations for the commercial zoning dis-
trict in Downtown Buckhead before 
the development moratorium ends 
on May 17.

At Monday night’s regular town 
council meeting, council members 
debated the appropriate setbacks and 
lot sizes, among other standards, for 
Buckhead’s C1 (Commercial) District.

The debate centered around two 

corner parcels comprising two acres 
along Parks Mill Road, Saffold Road 
and Seven Islands Road in Buckhead. 
An unidentified engineering firm re-
cently inquired of county planning 
staff about the land and standards for 
development. Some Buckhead coun-
cilmen speculated it could be a firm 
representing Dollar General, but that 
has not been confirmed.

County Planner Chuck Jarrell has 
been tasked with devising new de-
velopment standards for Buckhead 
to be reviewed at a special work ses-
sion on May 3.

The Buckhead Council is also wrestling 

with “agri-tourism” allowances, after 
Raul Rivera has requested to open 
a 278-acre agri-business within the 
Town of Buckhead.

As previously reported by the Morgan 
County Citizen, Rivera is the founder 
of Callidora Ranch, a dude ranch and 
trail destination that is also a work-
ing cattle farm. The ranch runs from 
the northside of Buckhead’s Town 
Hall and volunteer fire department 
north past the town limits. Rivera said 
he came to Buckhead nine years ago 
and purchased 70 acres and that his 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan County’s election 
headquarters is relocating 
later this year to a larger 
building in Madison.

Morgan County’s Director 
of Elections Jennifer Doran 
announced the news last 
week during the monthly 
election board meeting, af-
ter suggesting the change 

in locale to county commis-
sioners in 2018.

“We are super excited about 
the new space and looking 
forward to having elections 
in our new building,” said 
Doran. The new space gives 
us a lot more parking, which 
is a concern during early 
voting.”

Currently, the Morgan 

Rescue delivered
Postal carrier saves man’s life after six-day ordeal

Buckhead rushing zoning regs

Election hub to relocate

Car chase 
ends in 
fiery crash

Deron 

Demond 

Bell

Andrea Gable

The Morgan County Board of Elections is relocating its office in June to the former Ferst 
Readers location on N. 2nd St., behind the Morgan County Citizen.

“
I was thinking to myself that something ain’t 

right� This mail has been here all week� 

- Elaine Fulton

Warrant 
issued for 
road rage 
shooter

Deputies capture 
man wanted on 
charges of 
enticing child
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