
SENATE RUNOFF

Herschel Walker and  
Raphael Warnock move on 
to a runoff election on  
Dec. 6. Early voting begins 
Monday, Nov. 28.
SEE PAGE A5

BULLDOG PRIDE

MCHS Bulldogs wrap up the 
2022 football season after 
the first round of the state 
playoffs with a 7-4 overall 
record.
SEE PAGE B1
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Long-time Rutledge  
favorite, Christmas In 
The Country and Chili 
Cook Off event, returns 
to downtown Rutledge 
this Saturday, beginning 
at 9 a.m.
SEE PAGE B3
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Nearly 70 percent of Morgan Coun-
ty’s registered voters turned out for 
the 2022 Midterm Election, heav-
ily favoring Republican candidates 
down the ballot, including Herschel 
Walker for U.S. Senate and Gover-
nor Brian Kemp. Morgan County 
voters cast more than 10,000 bal-
lots in total by time the polls closed 
on Tuesday, Nov. 8.

Locally, Morgan voters elected a 
new county commissioner, Repub-
lican Blake McCormack over Demo-
cratic Candidate Bob Baldwin, and 
Republican Incumbent Forest Pagett 
to the Morgan County Board of Edu-
cation over Democratic Challenger 

Claudia Crenshaw. TSPLOST, the 
one-penny sales tax, was narrowly 
renewed by local voters by just over 
100 votes.

McCormack won Morgan Coun-
ty’s District 2 County Commissioner 
seat, earning 83.32 percent of the 
vote, which amounts to 1,713 bal-
lots. Baldwin earned 16.68 percent 
of the vote, which amounts to 343 
ballots.

Pagett was reelected to the Mor-
gan County BOE’s District 5 seat, 
earning 84.18 percent of the vote, 
which amounts to 1,883. Crenshaw 
earned 15.82 percent of the vote 
in the district, which amounts to 
354 ballots.

morgan voters elect mcCormack, Pagett, approve TSPLOST

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A new 52-unit apart-
ment complex is coming 
to downtown Madison.

On Monday, Nov. 14, 
the Madison Mayor and 
City Council narrowly ap-
proved a rezoning appli-
cation for seven parcels 
between Bull Street and 
East Washington Street 
to go from a Planned 
Professional 2 (P2) Dis-
trict to a Planned Resi-
dential District (PRD), 
with several conditions 
tagged on to enhance 
the project’s public ben-
efit and protect Down-
town Madison’s historic 
character.

With two council mem-
bers voting in favor of 
the proposed project 
and two council mem-
bers voting against it, 
and with one council 
member recused, it was 
up to Madison Mayor 
Fred Perriman to break 
the tie.

“I whole-heartedly 
support this project,” 
said Perriman as he 
cast the deciding vote 
to approve the proj-
ect as proposed, with 
52 units.

T h e  m a r k e t - r a t e 
apartment complex 
was proposed by Mike 
Torino, owner of Ami-
ci Madison, who part-
nered with Madison’s 
Downtown Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) 
to craft a development 
that would address Mad-
ison’s residential and 
rental shortages while 
revitalizing the West 
Washington Gateway 
area and providing some 
public benefits such as 
protected greenspace 
and additional park-
ing options.

The council debated 
the proposed apart-
ment building, with 
Councilmembers Eric 
Joyce and Betsy Wa-
genhauser wanting to 
approve a downsized 
version of the project 
that called for 44 to 46 
units. The pair were 
concerned that the proj-
ect’s 52-units with sub-
sequent parking would 
not be appropriate for 
the location.

“The parking is in-
sufficient. It’s too large 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The 2022 Dancing with the Madison Stars, the pre-
mier fundraiser for the Madison-Morgan Boys & Girls 
Club, crowned this year’s winners after a lively night of 

performances Thursday at The 62.
Dance Partners Zeb Grant and Frannie Kimsey took 

home the big prize, receiving the most votes in Dancing 
With the Madison Starts history, and Dr. James and Ja-
mie Williams won the Judges Award.

Read more about this year’s event on page B2.

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

A Morgan County judge is 
poised to rule on a requested 
Temporary Restraining Order 
(TRO) to halt all grading and 
land disturbance work cur-
rently taking place on the site 
designated for Rivian, the $5 
billion electric vehicle manu-
facturing plant planned for 
the 2,000-acre site between 
Rutledge and Social Circle.

Morgan County Superior 
Court Judge Stephen Bradley 
heard arguments on Thurs-
day, Nov. 10, during a hear-
ing before adjourning to take 
the case under advisement 
before issuing a ruling.

John Christy, an attorney 
who represents five proper-
ty owners who live near the 
Rivian site, implored Judge 
Bradley to grant the TRO to 
stop grading while a team of 
lawyers representing Morgan 

County, the Joint Develop-
ment Authority, and the State 
of Georgia argued that con-
tinuing the work is imper-
ative to Rivian’s construc-
tion timeline and the state’s 

contractual obligations to 
Rivian under the economic 
development agreement with 
the California-based electric 
automaker.

Christy contended that the 

plaintiffs are experiencing wa-
ter pollution, well contamina-
tion, silt-deposits and dust-
ups on their properties due 
to the ongoing grading work 
on the Rivian site. Christy 
also argued that the grading 
work should be halted until 
a separate case is litigated, 
in which another Morgan 
County Judge denied the $15 
billion bond validation and 
property tax exemption for 
the Rivian deal. That case 
is currently being appealed, 
and Christy believes if up-
held, Rivian might pull out 
of the deal altogether, leav-
ing the land “destroyed” un-
necessarily.

“We need to stop the further 
destruction of this property 
while the case is litigated,” 
said Christy.

Christy also argued the work 
should be put on hold until 

SHINING STARS
‘Dancing with the Madison Stars’ has most 
successful year ever for Boys & Girls Club

Judge to rule on Rivian restraining order

Apartment 
complex 
approved

Josiah Connelly

The dancing team of Frannie Kimsey and Zeb Grant took home the big prize by receiving the most votes in Dancing with 
the Madison Stars history.

Tia Lynn Ivey

Morgan County Superior Court Judge Stephen Bradley listens 
to opening arguments on Thursday, Nov. 10 over the request 
of a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) to halt all work at 
the site designated for Rivian.

Tia Lynn Ivey

Republican Blake McCormack has won the race for Morgan’s District 2 Commis-
sioner seat. He will take over for retiring Commissioner Andy Ainslie on Jan. 1.

See COMPLEX, A6
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See RIVIAN, A5


