
SWAIN SERVICES

The life of Eugene Swain 
will be celebrated at noon 
on Saturday at the High 
School auditorium.
SEE PAGE B4

MUSEUM REOPENS

The Morgan County African 
American Museum marked 
its reopening with a  
Juneteenth celebration.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

NIGHT OF OLDIES

Local favorite, 
Horace Reeves, 
performs at 7 p.m. this 
Friday, June 25, as part 
of the Rutledge 
Summer Concert Series, 
a series of free concerts 
at the gazebo in 
Downtown Rutledge 
every Friday in City 
Park. Bring a chair, 
blanket, cooler and 
picnic for a fun-filled 
family evening of music 
under the stars.
SEE PAGE B2
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

With five minutes left of a rou-
tine budget hearing Monday night, 

Buckhead Mayor 
Ricky Walker said 
he’d had enough.

During a discus-
sion on raising the 
city’s garbage col-
lection fee from $3 
per month to $6 per 
month, Walker and 
Buckhead Town 
Council Member 

Richard Harris began to clash. 
It’s happened before, Walker 
said. “I’m fed up with this stupid 
(expletive),” he told the council.

When Harris told Walker to 
watch his temper, it had the oppo-
site effect. When he asked Walker 
to leave the room, Walker explod-
ed. “When Buckhead is dead and 
gone, you thank that (expletive) 
right there,” Walker said after he 
had gathered up his papers and 
was heading for the door.

“Is that your resignation?” Har-
ris asked.

“You damn right it is,” Walk-
er said.

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Morgan County authori-
ties and the Georgia Fire 
Marshall’s Office are inves-
tigating a Tuesday, June 
15, fire at a vacant house 
on Newborn Road as arson.

According to Chief Jeff 
Stone, Morgan County Fire 
and Rescue, firefighters 
from the Rutledge Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
were able to respond to 
the 6:45 p.m. fire, in part, 
because the volunteers in 
Rutledge were arriving 
at the station for weekly 
training.

“Luckily the Rutledge 
guys were coming in and 
were able to be on scene 
in just a couple of min-
utes,” Stone said.

The house sits on a curve 

on Newborn Road just out-
side Rutledge and, accord-
ing to Stone, has been va-
cant for six or seven years. 
Currently there is a sign 
in front of the structure 
offering a reward of “up 
to $10,000” for “informa-
tion leading to the arrest 
and conviction of persons 
responsible for arson and/
fraud.” The sign directs 
persons with information 
to call Georgia Arson Con-
trol at 800-282-5804.

Stone said investiga-
tors with both the Mor-
gan County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the Georgia State 
Fire Marshall’s Office are 
tracking down leads de-
veloped from evidence 
taken from the home site. 
“It was a deliberately set 
fire,” he said.

Stone said the fire started 

in two different places. 
He also said there was 
no electricity running to 
the building, eliminating 
the possibility of an elec-
trical short starting the 
fire. The house has been 
vacant for the past six or 
seven years, he said.

“We know it was delib-
erately set.”

Also responding to the 
fire were the Fairplay Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
the Brooks Road Volunteer 
Fire Department and the 
county’s paid firefighters 
out of Station 16.

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Madison is poised to drop a large 
chunk of change — up to $1.5 mil-
lion — to restore the historic City 
Hall building on Main Street in 
Madison.

“It’s going to be beautiful,” said 
Madison Councilman Eric Joyce 
during Monday night’s regular 
meeting.

Joe Smith, an architect special-
izing in historic preservation, pre-
sented plans for the restoration 
of the City Hall building to the 
Madison Mayor and City Council 
on Monday, June 14.

Smith laid out a rough estimate 
calculated in March for $1,410,750, 
but noted construction costs have 
risen significantly since then, so 
the cost could be even higher.

“We are seeing construction costs 

increasing to a degree we haven’t 
seen in quite awhile,” said Smith. 
“It’s shot up by 40 percent in the 
last six-to-eight months. So this 
estimate might not have any bear-
ing in reality.”

Smith said the project could 
cost anywhere between $1.3 mil-
lion and $1.5 million.

Smith also urged the council to 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Morgan County Board of Com-
missioners (BOC) has authorized 
$55,000 to Parrish Construction 
Company to draw up design plans 
and cost estimates to develop the rest 
of the county’s Recreation Complex, 

hoping to build four baseball fields, 
a legacy field and a community cen-
ter for the price-tag of around $10 
million.

“I’ve been told something like this 
could cost anywhere between $10 mil-
lion to $18 million, but I think $10 
million is appropriate for where we 
need to be all in with this recreation 

complex project,” said County Man-
ager Adam Mestres. “Depending on 
the costs, the second phase of the com-
plex could be all the things we want 
or just some of the things we want.”

The BOC unanimously approved 
the $55,000 expenditure to fund the 
design plans and tentative costs of 
the project.

“In order to move forward with this 
plan, the county needs schematic de-
sign documents and a pre-construc-
tion budget. These documents will 
allow the county to create a feasible 
strategy on how to best move for-
ward with the remaining build-out 

Rutledge vacant house 
fire is considered arson
Reward offered for information

City Hall restoration to cost up to $1.5M

County to consider $10M Rec complex development

Mayor of 
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resigned in 
rage, now 
reconsiders
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Exterior design concept for Madison’s City Hall.
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Firefighters quickly extinguished a vacant house fire in Rutledge last Tuesday. Authorities are calling the blaze an 
arson. The fire occurred at this house on Newborn Road just outside the Rutledge city limits.

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

The Morgan County Board 
of Commissioners replaced its 
entire election board Tuesday 
evening, June 22. The meeting 
took place after press time for 
the Morgan County Citizen. 
For up-to-date details on the 
new appointees, visit www.
morgancountycitizen.com.

The national spotlight once 
again fell on Morgan County 
over the controversial decision 
to remove the entire election 
board, with all new members 
appointed by county commis-
sioners, instead of allowing the 
local Republican and Demo-
cratic parties each select two 
members.

The New York Times fea-
tured Helen Butler, a Demo-
crat who has served on Mor-
gan County’s election board 
for nearly 10 years, calling 
her “one of the state’s most 
prominent voices on voting 
rights and election adminis-
tration in Atlanta.”
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