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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Helena, MT Accident Number: WPR24FA238

Date & Time: July 10, 2024, 12:10 Local Registration: N10122

Aircraft: AIR TRACTOR INC AT-802A Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Public aircraft

On July 10, 2024, about 1210 mountain daylight time, an Air Tractor AT-802A, N10122, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Helena, Montana. The pilot 
was fatally injured. The airplane was operated as public use aircraft for the purpose of 
firefighting.

The operator reported that they dispatched four of their single engine air tankers (SEAT) to 
Helena for the United States Forest Service (USFS) in support of aerial firefighting efforts for 
the Horse Gulch Fire. The flight of four departed Coeur d’Alene Airport – Pappy Boyington Field 
(COE), Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, about 1 hour 44 minutes before the accident, and flew direct to 
Hauser Lake, where they began scooping water from the lake. The accident airplane was in the 
No. 2 position. During its first scoop sequence, witnesses on the lake and the pilots of the 2 
SEATs flying behind the accident airplane saw the airplane make a left turn to the southwest. 
Subsequently the airplane impacted a vertical rockface bordering the southern shoreline of the 
lake, fell into the lake, and sank. 

The accident airplane was equipped with a SpiderTracks flight tracking system. The 
downloaded data (figure 1) showed that after departing COE, the airplane turned to a 
southeasterly heading and ascended to an altitude of about 9,400 ft mean sea level (msl). The 
airplane continued on a southeasterly heading, at altitudes between 9,275 ft and 9,575 ft msl, 
until it began a descent began at 1146. The group of four airplanes overflew Hauser Lake, 
completed several turns, before they made a descending right turn from the east side of the 
lake. The accident airplane descended to the lake’s surface, on a track of about 279° magnetic, 
and traveled about 4,233 ft over the water. The airplane then made a left turn to a heading of 
269° and traveled about 1,447 ft. until the data ended in an area of the accident site. 
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 Figure 1: SpiderTracks Image of Flight Track (Courtesy of Operator)

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane remained mostly intact and was 
submerged on the sloped lakebed adjacent to a vertical rockface on the southern edge of the 
lake. The airplane came to rest on a heading of about 225° magnetic in a tail low attitude in the 
water, which had a depth that ranged from 10 ft (nose section) to 30 ft (tail section). The 
propeller assembly was separated and located at the base of the cliff, submerged in water. 
Both floats were separated from the airframe and remained floating on the surface of the lake. 
All major structural components of the airplane were located at the accident site.

The wreckage was recovered and transported to a secure location for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: AIR TRACTOR INC Registration: N10122

Model/Series: AT-802A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: AERO SPRAY INC Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

Agricultural aircraft (137)

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KHLN,3877 ft msl Observation Time: 11:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 8 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 32°C /9°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots / , 50°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.05 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: Company VFR

Departure Point: Coeur d'Alene, ID (COE) Destination: Helena, MT 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 46.66547,-111.80897 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Cornejo, Tealeye

Additional Participating Persons: Tracy Brendal; Federal Aviation Administration; Helena, MT
Nick Miller; Air Tractor; Olney, TX
Eric Shambora; United States Forest Service; Boise, ID
Brett L'Esperance; Dauntless Air; Appleton, MN
Martin Holte; Wipaire/Fire Boss; South Saint Paul, MN

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

