Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office

Notice to appear and Complaint

P 2 4 ISSUED BY: Gallatin County Shaeriff's Office CFS #: CFS24-142181 CITATION #:C06202268
RY S
STATE OF MONTANA/COUNTY OF GALLATIN Jvs  [perenpant Vehida Ucense Ho
You are hereby given notice to appear in the following ABBEY, DAREN CHRISTOPHER
caurt: STREET lzenseState [ Expiravian
GALLATIN JUSTICE COURT OF RECORD 1 Siiver Ave
YOU MUST APPEAR IN THE ABOVE COURT OM OR BEFORE an STATE ap Vehicle Make
11/13/24 Basin MT 59631
Justice Court SEX WT HT RAR EYES [Hs]:3 Vehicle Model
615 S. 16 Ave Male 165 5'g" Blue 2/14/83
{408)582-2101 Vehicle Color vehlde Year
MON,WED/FN at Bam DfL ¢ or ID ¥ and Expiration Phone i
MT AABOCOD164440 Cell - {406) 885-9560
Visit www.schedulicity.com to schedule an appearance. Vehicle Type
lustice; fscheduling/GCIMHH THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT IS CHARGED WITH VIOLATING:

Montana Code: 45-5-102 - Deliberate Homicide on 10/11/24
02:00 (FELONY) BY PURPOSELY OR KNOWINGLY OR NEGLIGENTLY:

To Wit: for purposely and knowingly committing the offense of Deliberate
Homicide (MCA 45-5-102). Deliberate Homicide has been committed by
the Defendant for purposely or knowingly causing the death of another
human by stabbing him with a screwdriver and bludgeoning him with an

Personal Appearance Required: Yes axe and piece of firewood.

FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR PAY ASSESED FINES/COSTS OR
RESTITUTTION MAY RESULY IN THE SUSPENSION OF YOUR
DRIVER'S LICENSE OR PRIVLEGE TO DRIVE.

B/A Test / Result: /
Reason for Stop:
Radar#:

Posted/Cited Speed: [

I hereby swear and dectare under penalty of perjury that the foregaing is true and
correct, and further, that | personally served the same ugon the above named
Defendant.

L

Autharized Deputy
Deputy: 639 - Douma, Ryan

Date:  10/31/24 NAMELY AT (LOCATION):Maose Creek Road Campsite(45.3421,-111.1357)

BOND: No Bond Until Seen by Judge

DESCRIPTION

DOCKET #:

INSTRUCTIONS: READ CAREFULLY

IF “PERSONAL APPEARANCE REQUIRED" 15 INDICATED, IT IS MANDATORY YOU APPEAR BEFORE THE IUDGE BETWEEN THE DATES SPECIFIED ABOVE FOR THE COURT YOU ARE
BEING NOTIFIED TO APPEAR IN.

IF “PERSONAL APPEARANCE REQUIRED” IS NOT INDICATED, you have three aptions for handting this citation;

1) Youmay choose to appear before the Judge in the named Court as described above.
2} Youmay go to the front counter of the Gallatin County tustice Caurt of Record ar call between 8:00arm and 3:00pm, Monday threugh Friday, to post bond.
3}  You may pay your citation at citepayusa.com

IF YOU WERE ARRESTED ON THIS CHARGE: You must appear before the Judge, even if you posted bond ta be released from custody. If you fail to appear before the Judge, the
bond you paid may be forfeited. Under Mantana law, the forfeiture of bail for a traffic offense goes on your traffic record as a “conviction” for the offense with which you have
been charged. Be advised: Failure to appear may result in a warrant being issued for your arrest.

IF YOU ARE UNDER 18: You are required to appear before the Judge, with a parent or guardian, regardless of the charge. You may not pay online or at the front counter.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COURT AND PLEAD NOT GUILTY TO THIS CHARGE. You have the right to employ an attorney to assist you. If the matter is one

where you could be placed in jail upon conviction and if you are indigent, you have the right to have the Judge appoint an attorney to represent you, You have the right toa Jury

trial or a trial before the ludge (bench trial) and the right to have wit b aed to testify on your behalf. You have the right to post bail to be set by the € il fin :
or a trial e the Judge (bench tral) and the right to have witnesses subpoenaed to testify on your behalf. You have the right to post bail to be se y the giurélig_iLLﬁ-ﬂ-Eﬁ

dispasition of this matter. JHS'{EIEE GOLR

COUNTY QT 24r383



Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office

Notice to appear and Complaint
ISSUED BY: Gallatin County Sheriff's Office  CFS #: CF524-142181 CITATION #:C06202270

zZ

STATE OF MONTANA/COUNTY OF GALLATIN Yvs  |oernoant Vehicte License Mo
You are hereby given notice to appear In the following ABBEY, DAREN CHRISTOPHER
court: STREET Ueense State Explration
GALLATIN JUSTICE COURT OF RECORD 1 Silver Ave
YOU MUST APPEAR IN THE ABOVE COURT ON OR BEFORE ary STATE B Vehicle Make
11/13/24 Basin MT 59631
Justice Court SEX wr HT HAIR s DoB Vehicle Model
615 5. 16" Ave Male 165 5'9" Blue 2/14/83
(406)582-2191 Vehicle Color Vehicle Year
MDNMEDIFR] at 8Bam D/L 8 ar 10 # and Expiration Phone #s
MT AAB0000164440 Cell - (406) 885-9560
Vehicle Type

Visit www.schedulicity.com to schedule an appearance.

Justice: fscheduling/GCIMHH THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT IS CHARGED WITH VIOLATING:
Montana Code: 45-7-207 - Tampering With Or Fabricating
Physical Evidence on 10/11/24 02:00 (FELONY) BY PURPOSELY OR KNOWINGLY
OR NEGLIGENTLY:

To Wit: By purposely and knowingly concealing and removing evidence
with the purpose to impair its verity or avaifability in the proceeding or
investigation by removing the evidence from the scene and disposing it in
different locations, in violation of MCA 45-7-207.

Personal Appearance Required: Yes

FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR PAY ASSESED FINES/COSTS OR
RESTITUTTION MAY RESULT IN THE SUSPENSION OF YOUR
DRIVER'S LICENSE OR PRIVLEGE TO DRIVE,

B/A Test / Result: /

Reason for Stop:

Radar#:

Posted/Cited Speed: /

t hereby swear and declare under penalty of perjury that the faregoing Is true and

camrect, and further, that | personally served the same upon the above named
Defendant,

45—

Authorized Deputy
Deputy: 639 - Douma, Ryan
Date: 10/31/24

DESCRIPTION

NAMELY AT (LOCATION):Moose Creek Road Campsite{45.3421,-111.1357)

BOND: No Bond Till Seen by Judge

) DOCKET #:

INSTRUCTIONS: READ CAREFULLY

IF "PERSONAL APPEARANCE REQUIRED" |S INDICATED, IT IS MANDATORY YOU APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGE BETWEEN THE DATES SPECIFIED ABOVE FOR THE COURT YOU ARE
BEING NOTIFIED TO APPEAR IN.

IF “PERSONAL APPEARANCE REQUIRED" 1S NOT INDICATED, you have three options for handling this citation:

1)  You may choose to appear before the ludge in the named Court as described above.

2] You may go to the front counter of the Gallatin County Justice Court of Record ar call between 8:00am and 3:00pm, Monday through Friday, to post bond.
3)  You may pay your citation at citepayusa.com

IF YOU WERE ARRESTED ON THIS CHARGE: You must appear before the Judge, even if you posted bond to be released from custody. If you fall to appear before the Judge, the |
bond you pzid may be forfeited. Under Montana law, the forfeiture of bail for a traffic offense goes on your traffic record as a “conviction” for the offense with which you have
been charged. Be advised: Failure to appear may result in a warrant being issued for your arrest,

IF YOU ARE UNDER 18: You are required to appear before the Judge, with a parent or guardian, regardless of the charge, You may not pay online or at the front counter.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COURT AND PLEAD NOT GUILTY TO THIS CHARGE, You have the right to employ an attorney to assist you. If the matter is one
where you could be placed in jail upon conviction and if you are indigent, you have the right to have the Judge appoint an attorney to represent you. You have the right to a jury
trial or a trial before the Judge (bench trial) and the right to have witnesses subpoenaed to testify on your behalf. You have the right to post ball to be set by the Court until final
dispasition of this matter.

JUSTICE COURT GALLATIN
COUNTY 0CT31'24rK3:34



Gallatin County Sheriff's Office

A\ Notice to appear and Complaint
m ISSUED BY: Gallatin County Sheriff's Office CFs #: CFS24-142181 CITATION #:C06202269
RS
STATE OF MONTANA/COUNTY OF GALLATIN }vs  |oerenpant Vehice License No
You are hereby given natice to appear in the following ABBEY, DAREN CHRISTOPHER
court: STREET License State Expiration
GALLATIN JUSTICE COURT OF RECORD 1 Sllver Ave
YOU MUST APPEAR IN THE ABOVE COURT ON OR BEFORE oy STATE o Vehide Make
11/13/24 Basin MT 59631
Justice Court SEX wT HT HAIR EYES DoB 'Vehicle Mode)
615 5. 16% Ave Male 165 5'g" Blue 2/14/83
|4UE]582'2191 'Vehicle Color vehicle Year
MoNfWED,FR] at 8am D/L # or 1D and Explration Phane 45
MT AABCDO0164440 Cell - (406) B85-9560
Visit www.schedulicity.com to schedule an appearance. Vehicle Type
Justice: fscheduling/GCIMHH THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT IS CHARGED WITH VIOLATING:

Montana Code: 45-7-207 - Tampering With Or Fabricating
Physical Evidence on 10/11/24 02:00 (FELONY) BY PURPOSELY OR KNOWINGLY
OR NEGLIGENTLY:

To Wit: By purposely and knowingly concealing and removing evidence
with the purpose to impair its verity or availability in the proceeding or
investigation by removing the evidence from the scene and disposing it in
different locations, in violation of MCA 45-7-207.

Personal Appearance Required: Yes

FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT OR PAY ASSESED FINES/COSTS OR
RESTITUTTION MAY RESULT IN THE SUSPENSION OF YOUR
DRIVVER'S LICENSE OR PRIVLEGE TO DRIVE.

B/A Test / Result: /

Reason for Stop:

Radar#:

Posted/Cited Speed: /

I hereby swear and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregolng Is true and

correct, and {urther, that | personally served the same upon the above named
Defendant.

oo 49—

Authorized Deputy
Deputy: 639 - Douma, Ryan
Date: 10/31/24

DESCRIPTION

DOCKET #:

NAMELY AT (LOCATION):Moose Creek Road Campsite{45.3421,-111.1357)

BOND: No Bond Till Seen by Judge

INSTRUCTIONS: READ CAREFULLY

IF “PERSONAL APPEARANCE REGQUIRED” IS INDICATED, IT IS MANDATORY YOU APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGE BETWEEN THE DATES SPECIFIED ABOVE FOR THE COURT YOU ARE
BEING NOTIFIED TO APPEAR IN.

IF “PERSONAL APPEARANCE REQUIRED" IS NOT INDICATED, you have three options for handling this citation:

1}  Youmay choose to appear before the Judge in the named Court as described above.

2} You may go to the front counter of the Gallatin County Justice Court of Record or call between 8:00am and 3:00pm, Monday through Friday, to post bond.
3)  You may pay your citation at citepayusa.com

IF YOU WERE ARRESTED ON THIS CHARGE: You must appear before the Judge, even if you posted bond ta be released from custody. If you fail to appear before the Judge, the i
bond you paid may be forfeited. Under Montana law, the forfeiture of bail for a traffic offense goes on your traffic record as a “conviction” for the offense with which you have
been charged. Be advised: Failure to appear may result in a warrant being issued for your arrest.

IF YOU ARE UNDER 18: You are required to appear hefore the Judge, with a parent or guardian, regardless of the charge. You may not pay online or at the front caunter. |

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAR BEFORE THE COURT AND PLEAD NOT GUILTY TO THIS CHARGE. You have the right to employ an attorney to assist you. |f the matter is one
where you could be placed in jail upan conviction and if you are indigent, you have the right to have the Judge appoint an attorney to represent you, You have the right to a jury’
trial or a trial before the Judge (bench trial) and the right to have witnesses subpoenaed to testify on your behalf. You have the right to post bail to be set by the Court until final
disposition of this matter.

JUSTICE COURT GALLATIN
COUNTY OCT31'24rH3134



JUSTICE COURT 661 ATIN
COUNTY BCT31'24pH3:34

IN THE JUSTICE COURT
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF GALLATIN, MONTANA

STATE OF MONTANA, Case No. TE-2ozd o250
Plaintiff, Citation No. C06Z02268
VS, AFFIDAVIT AND ORDER

RE: PROBABLE CAUSE
ABBEY, DAREN CHRISTOPHER
Defendant.

State of Montana )
. 8S.
County of Gallatin )

The undersigned, being duly sworn, states as follows:

1. |, Ryan Douma, am a Deputy Sheriff with the Gallatin County Sheriff's
Office, Gallatin County, Montana.

2. On 10/31/24, the above-stated defendant was arrested for the charge(s)
of:

45-5-102 - Deliberate Homicide
45-7-207 - Tampering With Or Fabricating Physical Evidence

3. The undersigned believes that there is probable cause to charge the
defendant with said charge(s), to-wit:

On October 12, 2024, at approximately 1007 hours, Gallatin County Dispatch
Center received a report of a possible bear attack from a male subject. The male
reported the decedent was discovered deceased in his tent by his girlfriend. Gallatin
County Sheriffs Office, along with Montana Highway Patrol, US Forest Service,
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, and fire and medical personnel responded to the scene.
During the initial investigation, it was determined the incident was not consistent with a
bear attack. The decedent was identified by his girlfriend and driver's license as a male
with initials D.K. D.K will hereafter be referred to as the Victim. The location where the
Victim was discovered deceased was in a campsite off Moose Creek Road (45.3421, - I
111.1357). This location lies wholly within the boundaries of Gallatin County, Montana.

I, along with other Gallatin County Sheriff's Office detectives, arrived on scene and
observed the Victim deceased in his canvas wall tent. Blood evidence was discovered
inside the tent around the Victim's body. On top of two stacked totes, detectives
observed two shot glasses, both with a slice of lime in them. The two shot glasses



indicated to detectives that a second person may have been present in the tent.
Detectives observed three Coors Light cans on the floor of the tent. Detectives also
discovered a sheath for an Estwing axe near the Victim's body. These items along, with
several others were collected by detectives to be processed by the Montana State
Crime Laboratory.

After the inside of the wall tent was processed by detectives, the Victim's body was
moved outside and inspected by detective's and GCSO coroners. Several injuries were
observed to the Victim's head, neck, and face, including what appeared to be chop
wounds.

The investigation showed that an orange Yeti cooler, a Ruger .44 caliber magnum
revolver, a 1187 Remington shotgun, and an axe were missing from the scene.
Detectives discovered these items were missing while interviewing the Victim's girlfriend
and friend. The Victim's girlfriend showed detectives an image of the Victim's truck
packed for camping. In the image, an orange Yeti cooler was clearly visible. The
Victim's friend reported he saw the Victim pack the 1187 Remington shotgun and
reported that he loaned the Victim his Ruger .44 caliber magnum revolver because he
knew there were bears in the Moose Creek area. Shotgun ammunition and .44 caliber
ammunition were located in the Victim's vehicle. The Victim's friend reported that the
Victim took an Estwing axe as well.

An interview with the Victim's girlfriend revealed the Victim was believed to be alone at
the campsite. The girlfriend reported that Victim drove to the campsite on Thursday,
October 10, 2024, to get the camp set up. The girlfriend stated she had to work Friday,
so the Victim was going to stay the night at camp on Thursday and come pick her up on
Friday when she got off work. The girlfriend stated when the Victim didn't pick her up on
Friday, she became worried and began texting him. The girlfriend reported the Victim
did not reply to her text messages. The girlfriend reported that on Saturday morning,
she and a friend drove to the campground and discovered the Victim deceased.

The beer cans and shot glasses along with several other items were set to the Montana
State Crime Laboratory for DNA (Deoxyribonucleic Acid) analysis.

After an autopsy was conducted on October 15, 2024, the medical examiner ruled the
death of the Victim as a homicide.

On October 17, 2024, two working associates of the Victim discovered two phones near
a creek approximately 2.5 miles away from the Victim's camp.

On October 25, 2024, Gallatin County detectives were notified by the Montana State
Crime Lab they had received a Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) confirmation that
the DNA located on one of the beer cans discovered on the floor of the Victim's tent
matched two previous offenders. The DNA was identified as a moderate match for
Daren Christopher Abbey (DOB 2/14/1983), hereafter referred to as the Defendant, and
his brother who was currently incarcerated.



After identifying the Defendant as a suspect, surrounding areas were notified. On
Saturday, October 26, 2024, during early morning hours, | was made aware that the
Defendant was detained by Butte Police Department and held on a probation violation.
On October 29, 2024, | conducted a mirandized interview with the Defendant at the
Butte Police Department. An Agent with the Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI)
assisted with the interview. During this interview, the Defendant admitted that on
Thursday, October 10, 2024, he killed the Victim in self-defense, using an axe, firewood,
and a screwdriver. The lack of defensive injuries on the Defendant were not consistent
with self-defense. The Defended admitted he hit the Victim on the head with a piece of
firewood, stabbed the Victim in the neck with a screwdriver, and hit the Victim on the
face with the blunt side of the axe.

The Defended also admitted he took multiple items from the Victim's campsite to include
two coolers, an axe, a .44 magnum pistol and holster, a shotgun, and a shotgun
ammunition sieeve. During the interview, the Defendant admitted he was prohibited
from possessing firearms. The Defendant admitted he took the items from the Victim's
camp because they had his fingerprints on them. The Defendant admitted he washed
the axe and screwdriver used during the commission of the crime in the creek.

The Defendant admitted he returned to the camp the next day because he left his hat at
the Victim's camp. The Defendant admitted he entered the Victim's truck and stole a
pair of binoculars and a headlamp when he returned. The Defendant also admitted he
took the two phones out of the Victim's tent and discarded them at the location they
were later found on October 17, 2024.

The Defendant admitted he disposed of the items taken from the Victim's camp at
several different locations. The Defendant admitted the clothes he was wearing during
the commission of the crime were washed by him in the bathtub of his travel trailer. The
Defendant also admitted he burned the shoes he was wearing during the commission of
the crime in a wood stove.

Based on the foregoing information, | believe that the crime of Deliberate Homicide
(MCA 45-5-102) has been committed by the Defendant for purposely or knowingly
causing the death of another human being by stabbing him with a screwdriver and
bludgeoning him with an axe and piece of firewood.

Based on the foregoing information, | also believe that the crime of Tampering with or
Fabricating Physical Evidence (MCA 45-7-207) has been committed by the Defendant
for tampering with the scene. The Defendant concealed and removed evidence with the
purpose to impair its verity or availability in the proceeding or investigation by removing
the evidence from the scene and disposing it in different locations.

The Defendant was arrested on the above charges and is currently being held on no
bond at the Butte Detention Center.



| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct:

/{-W (L, — (37 10[31] a0y

Deputy Ryan Douma Date
Bozeman, Gallatin County, Montana

ORDER
Upon reading the foregoing Affidavit:

i/IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT probable cause is found to charge the }
above-named defendant with the following charge(s): H 1’ G(f‘a‘/f 0 S ]/ $ j‘qJ

[T IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT probable cause is not found to charge
the above-named defendant with the following charge(s):

DATED this& day of OO+GQQ‘L2024, at M a.m@
e

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE




