
Joshua ^{. Racki
Carscacle Countl' Attolnel'
121 .lth Stleet North. #2A
Grcat Falls. NIT 59.101
'l'elephone: (406) 454-6915

Attornel' fol the State

IN THE JUSTICE COURT, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CASCADE
CITY OF GREAT FALLS, STATE OF NIONTANA

BEFORE THE HONORABLE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

ST.{TE OF IIONT.{\.{.
No.

Plaintiff.
INITIAL COMPLAINT,
AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT. ANI)
MOTION TO DETERMINE
PROBABLE CAUSE AND SET
BOND

vs.

N,IONICA LYNN BL.A.CI{TONGLIE.

Defendant.

Citation No. .

The state ofl\Iontana, by and through the cascade county Attornev, pLrrs.anr

to NI.C.A. SS 46-11-101(1),46-11-401(l),46-1-202(6), ancl 46-11-401(3). herebl-filcs

this complaint against the above-named Defendant in the above-captiolecl J rLst ice

court for purposes of M.c.A. S 46-10-105(1), pending frling of an Information ancl

Affidavit in District court pursuanr ro M.c.A. SS 46-11-101(B), 46-11-201, anci 46-11-

203. This complaint consists of this pleading and the attached larv cnforcemcnr

citation form(s) and probable cause affidavit(s) which bS.this reference ar.e her.eby

incorporated her.ein as if set forth in their entiretv.
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The state f'rther moves the court for a finding of probabre cause anrl r, scr

bail in this mattel pursuant to i\I.c.A. SS 46-9-109 anil 46-9-801. This Defendnnt has

been chalged with the following offenses:

couNT I: ARsoN, a Felonv, in violation of LC.A. s 4d-6-108(r)(a). .rhe arrovc-

named Defendant by means of rrre or explosives, knowingll. or. purposer-v rlamagecl o'

destroyed a structure, vehicle, personal p.operty (other than a vehicle) that exceecls

$l'500 in value, crop, pasture, forest, or othe. rear propertl- that is p'opc rtl- of anrthc.

without consent.

A person convicted of the offense of a.son shall be impr.isoned in ther statc

prison for a term not to exceed 20 years or be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000.

or both.

couNT II: CRII\{INAL ENDANGERI\{ENT, a Felonl., in violation olN.c.-{. g

45--0-207. The above named Defendant knowingly engaged in concluct that cre atecl a

substantial risk of death ol serious bodily inj ury to another,.

A person convicted ofthe offense of criminal endangerment shall be finecl a6

amount not to exceed $50,000 ol. imprisoned in the state prison for a tel.m not to

exceed 10 years, or both.

STATE OF ]IIONTANA )

County of Cascade )

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT



As o.tlined in the attached probable cause affidnvit, on or.about septc,rbor. 22.

2o24. around 1l:2r pm, office, Stephen Horn of the Gr.c,at Falrs poricr. D(,r).r..rlrc.t

rvas dispatched to thc G.izzll' Inn (1214 13,h st s) fo. a repor.t of . pcrso, tr.r,i.g ro

set the hotel on fire. upon officer Horn's arrival, he met thc olvner.. Dustin Br.ur.., r

otttside. Dustin rvas standing lvith a female, Iater iclentifrecl as Nlonica Blacktongtrc

("thc Defendant"), and another officer..

Dustin told Oflicer Holn that his fi'ont desk emplol-ee hail contactecl him ancl

toid him that there was a female tr!.ing to light the hotel on fire. Dustin mer thc,

emplol'ec in the boiler room of the hotel. The emplol-ee tolcl officer Ho.n that ht, sarv

the Defenclant standing outside the boilel room ancl being confrontational rvith othe.

gnests. He then saw the Defendant go into the boiler room and he follorvecl her.. .l'hc,

Defendant rvas spraying an aerosol can on top of the water heerter ancr lighting ir .,
fire rvith a lighter. The employee told Officer Horn that when he enterecl the r.rr,r.

the top of the water heater had active flames on it. The emplo5.ee was able to put tho

flames out by repeatedl5' hitting them with his hand. \l'hen the emplol.oe r.ollccl at

the Defendant to ask rvhat she was doing, she statecl that,,someone is tr.1.ing to kill

me, and if I'm going to die, I'm taking every,one with mel" The emplol.ee took thc, can

fi'om the Defendant and saw that it was hairspra-r..

oflicel Horn observed that the water heater hacl a tag on it inclicating that it

was a gas powered water heater. The gas line feeding the water heater lvas on t,p.

where the Defendant had star.ted the fire.
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officer Ho*n then rvent to speak lvith the Defenclant. and she agrce<r t. tark

afte, bcing read he, lli,anda .ights. officer Ho.n found a grec. Iighter. in thc

Dcfendant's pocket dr'u'ing a pat seat'ch. The Defondant admitte'(l that l.rer.i,to,ri.,s

\YeLe to light the gas line on top of the rvatel heater in orclel to buln ttorvr.r the hotel.

At thc time of this incident, the,e rvere over 100 people stal-ing at the hotcl.

For the fo.egoing reasons, the State respectfully requests bond in the amou.r

of $100.000. The Defendant has a lengthl' d.rg relatecl histor.5- o't of califor..ia.

DATED this 24th day ofSeptembet,2024.

JOSHUA A RACIiI
Cascade CountJ' -\t tor.ncl-

J nt. lothels
putv Cor.rntl' Attot nev

SLIBSCRIBED AND S\\'ORN TO before me on -lth da1' of Soptombor. 2021.

Notarl- Public for the State of \lontanl
Residing at Gr.eat Falls. C scacle Conntr'.
NIontana.
NI1. commission expir.e

cc: CA/Racki

lU ao*r
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ORDER

Upon examining the foregoing Nlotion antl Affitlavit,

IT IS THE FINDING OF THIS COURT:

-- that p'obable cause exists to charge the Defentlant as statcd abo\.e:

oR,

- 

that probable cause does not exist to charge the Defenclant as stirtecl abrv.

DATED this _24th ciav of in Cascadc'Ctlunt]'.

trIontana.

DISTRiCT COL'R'I' JTID(iE
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DISTITICT CoIiItT (;RI.]AT FALLS. CASCAI)E COI.INT\" }IO\-TANA

STA1'E OF IIIOliTA\A
I,lainr itT

!s.
RLACK'l Oli(;t:U, ]tONICA I_\'\',\

t)cl'endant

l)l{oB\lrr.}t ( ..\ t s}: .\F}'u),\\'n / Ill].\tit\(;

(-ASU Nt llltElt: l'l)21-09JJ2
INCIl)UNl' l),\1 8: 09/22l2.1

'l hc undcrsigncd Ol'licer olthc (ircat l;alls Police'l)cpartrncnt. bcing lirst dul.r suorn. statcs tllc lirllou irr-s

l. I hc of'fcnscls) chargcd in this conrplaint occurred *ithin thc cit\ limils o[(jrclt l;alls. Monlana.
l. I basc thc prohablc cuusc to chargc or issuc a $arrant in this casc oI thc tbllo$irrg:

O Scplcmbor l:nd. 2(121. at 2321 hours,[\rasdisp.lchcdtothc(;rizzl]lnnatlllllJthSlSfornrcporrofapcrson
Irling to st:lrt lhc hotcl on firc.

I pon arriral. I nrct oli ncr l)ustin llru\cr outsidc. f)ustin $as standing trith a fcnr:rlc {nd {nothcr ()fficcr N ho arrir ed
just hcforc nre. 'l his othct'officcr had sccurcd Ihc fcmalc in hIlndcuffs prior to m! nrrivtl, I rrcnt into lhc hotcl to spcltk
rr ith l)ustin,

I)ustin tt)ld me his front dcsk cnrplolcc contactcrl hinr telling him lherc tlils r fcmitlc trling to light lhe hotcl on fir.c. llc
camc oul of his room and met the tmplolcc in thc boiler roonr for lhc hotcl. l)ustin Iook mc into thc boilcr roonr and c:rllcd
his cnlplo]cc to conlt in rrith us. 'l he cntpkllcc told mc ht'san thc fenrrlc stnnding outsidc thc boiler room, shc rras boing
confr(r talionxI rrith othcr guests. llc lhcn sarr hcr go into thc boilcr room so hc \rcnt in uftcr hcr. l hc fcm:rlc rrus spraring
an lcrttsol caD on top oflhcir !r'atcr hcitcr nnd lightitrg it on firc $ith n lightcr. I hc cmplorce told mc rrho hc cntcrcd thc
roonr, thc top ofthc rrxlcr hc:rtcr hnd {tti\c flamcs on il, hc put thr flanrcs out b} hitting thc t t'cpe{tcdl} rritI his hantl,
llc lcllctl ltt thc fcmrtlc "\\ hal art )ou doing?" Shc rcsponded, "sonrconc is trring to kill mc. and if I'm going to tlic l'nr
tllking cl'cr!1)ne $ith nrr:1" 'l hc cnrplolcc t(x)k lhe can from thc fcnralc, uhich hc norr sau was hair sprar'. l)ustin gxyc mc
thc can of hnir spr{\.

CTIA RG ES:
.l-5-5-107 - Crinrinal lind$ngcrmcnl
15-6-l0i - Arson I.lxcceds Valuc Oi'S1500

I looked at thc \r{tcr hcxtcr thc fcnrnlc lit thc fil'c on top of, 'l he $irlcr hcatcr h,ld u lag {rn it shorving it rras rr gas
potrcred rr:ltcr hcrtcr. IhcgIrslincfccdingtherratcrhcrlcrrrasrighlonlop$hcrcthcfcmalcstnt.tcdlhefit.c.

I Iicnt outsidc to spcal to thc fcmalc. I idcntifierl hcr as }lonicu lll{cktonguc. I conductcd :t p{l sca l.ch of }lonic{, shc
had :r grecn lighlcr io hct Pockct, I rc,rd )lonica hcr'lllirlndu rights and:rlkcd her rrhat hippcncd. ]lonicl :tdmittcd to mc
hcr intcntil)ns lrcrc to light the gas linc on top ofthc $atcr hcnter to burn do\rn thc holel. ,\t this timc, thcrc rvcre morc
thxn ll)0 pc')plc st:r\ing in thc hotcl.

l. I knorr lhc Plttposc ol this stal!'rncrrt is part oflhc probahlc caLrsc- hcaring lirr thc issLrancc ol' thc bclorl listcd clrarucs.
andl or rcquc\tinq a uarratrt li)r thc arrr'st ol'tltc dctendant namcd in rhc complainr.

Paec I ofl
I)xtcd this IIondar. Scptcnrber 2J,202{
I li Jic\ r\.,1 I r/

I'IIoI}ABT-E CATIST] AFF IDA\'I'I

OFFICER AFFID.{VIT:
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PAT BRINXMAN

,'"IARY PUBLIC for rhe
Slrto sl Montana

RrIsH'rTr":,:;T"""'
. i' Commission Erpireg

Fobrulry 19, 2C26

.l0l.t

Notarr l'Lrblic lor tltc Statc of ivlontana.
Ilcsiding at (ircat l:alls. Cascadc C0untr.. i\lontana

llr contrnission cxpircs: 2-
I sIiA?)

,ITTT)GE ORI)ER:

I hc Court/ undcrsi!:ncd .ludgc hcrr".br linds: Zrumt.. ts Z L'ttt.,ttt' t.s strt
St.'l"l"l(.1L'\1 1'1loR.lRl'1" CAL:Sl. to lllc thc'abovc listcd chargcs. and/ or hold the dclendant pcnding rrial or
hcaring. bascd on rhc lhcrs outlincd hcrcin.
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