
MONTANA KAIMIN

November 18, 2021 | Volume 124 | Issue No. 12

The rockin’ rise of a young 
Missoula band

Story by Josh Moyar
Photos by Shanna Madison

7 UM sustainability leap 13 Brawl of the bars 15 Marshall Law



Kaimin Editorial

2  November 18, 2021  montanakaimin.com

The Montana Kaimin is a weekly independent student 
newspaper at the University of Montana. The Kaimin office 
and the University of Montana are located on land originally 
inhabited by the Salish People. Kaimin is a derivative of a Salish 
language word, “Qe‘ymin,” that is pronounced kay-MEEN and 
means “book,” “message” or “paper that brings news.”
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WALTER MEDCRAFT | MONTANA KAIMIN

More than one hundred years ago, 
the University of Montana dedicat-
ed 29 trees to its students who died 
during WWI. While some died in 
combat, the vast majority actually 
came down with the 1918 Spanish 
flu — most of the cases being at Fort 
Missoula. Hundreds of people died 
in Missoula from the virus. One in 
four people were infected. 

But today, there is nothing in this 
city to show remembrance for the 
Spanish flu. And right now, with 
the threat of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic still looming, it seems like the 
University and the City of Missoula, 
with the exception of the municipal 
health department, are not doing 
enough to recognize how the virus 
has impacted us. 

COVID-19 has affected everything 
in our lives for more than a year and 
a half. Almost 200 Missoulians have 
died from the virus, thousands have 
been hospitalized and more than 
17,000 have been infected. 

Yet many mention the COVID-19 
pandemic as a past reality. People 
say this is the “new normal.” No, it 
is not. There are still people sick, 
including students who now have 
little-to-no support with catching up 
on class work since the University 
decided to move back to in-person 
classes. 

Obviously, we are trying to 
make things feel normal, but 
things will not be normal until 
the virus is not spreading at an 
uncontrolled rate. We need to 
acknowledge those we’ve lost, 
and those left with long-term 
health effects from the virus.

COVID-19 is the third lead-
ing cause of death in Montana, 
according to the Montana 
Department  of Public Health 
and Human Services. Almost 
anyone can name someone 
who has lost their life. Every-
one can name someone who 
has gotten sick. 

The University needs to start 
telling us when members of 
our community die. We have 
lost students, staff and faculty. 

Week of 11/15/21 - 11/21/21 
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Difficulty: Easy 
HOW TO SOLVE: 

Answer to Previous Sudoku: 

Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

77 22 44 66 99
99 22

33
11 55 88
66 99 77 22

22 11 66
55 77 33 66
44 77 88

44 11

55 77 33 88 11 99 66 44 22
99 11 66 33 44 22 88 77 55
22 88 44 66 77 55 33 99 11
66 44 99 55 22 77 11 33 88
77 55 22 11 33 88 99 66 44
88 33 11 99 66 44 22 55 77
11 22 55 77 99 66 44 88 33
44 99 88 22 55 33 77 11 66
33 66 77 44 88 11 55 22 99

  We need to start acknowl-
edging our collective loss
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OK, UM, fable me this...

A group of ants follows the sweet and savory smell of a Twinkie as they suddenly run into a giant “fork in the road.” The 
University of Montana School of Theatre and Dance returned to the live stage this semester in the form of “Fabled: A 
Youthful Celebration of Musical Theatre and Dance.” The production is composed of five short musicals and two dance 
pieces revolving around famous fairy tales. “Fabled” opened Nov. 10 at the Masquer Theatre and will run through the end 
of November. RIDLEY HUDSON | MONTANA KAIMIN

There has not been a word from 
Seth Bodnar, at least for the last two 
semesters. 

It’s understandable that death is a 
private event for a family. But there 
doesn’t need to be a name next to 
the notice. There doesn’t need to be 
any information associated, except 
that they were a part of UM and 
their loss affects us. Then things 
would feel a little more real.

A hundred years from now, 
when Missoulians look back on the 
COVID-19 pandemic, what do you 
want them to see? Will we try to 
forget about this time in history? Or 
will our community make the choice 
to recognize how the virus upended 
our lives, destroyed small businesses 
and left countless families forever 
changed by the unexpected death of 
a loved one?

Let’s learn from the past, Missou-
la. Telling the story of COVID-19 as 
it is will honor those we lost and our 
medical workers who are currently 
overwhelmed and understaffed. And 
maybe we will be ready for the next 
pandemic. 

— Griffen Smith, News Editor

Like it? Hate it? Wish we were dead?
email us your opinions at editor@montanakaimin.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Estate Sale

Blue Jay Estate Sales LLC
All Sales Start Day One:4pm-6pm
Numbers to keep place in line given after 2pm at the sale, 2 per person.
Following Days 9-12
No numbers needed
Photos and map at:
www.bluejayestatesales.com
(406) 363-1600

NOV 26-27. FRI-SAT. MISSOULA. 1005 GERALD. KAPPA KAPPA GAMMA 

SORORITY AND TOOLE MANSION LIQUIDATION. Antique, contemporary 

furnishings and decor, commercial restaurant kitchen food service equipment 
items, household, 13 dorm rooms of painted dressers and desks, more!



UM DOCTOR RECEIVES BACKLASH OVER 
COVID-19 MISINFORMATION

Dr. Justin Buls, a doctor employed by the 
University through its Kalispell-based Family 
Medicine Residency of Western Montana 
program, has received backlash for spreading 
COVID-19 misinformation online.

According to reporting from the Missou-
lian, Buls made Facebook posts likening mask 
requirements to child abuse, calling for Dr. An-
thony Fauci to be executed and had a Facebook 
profile picture displaying a swastika made out 
of syringe needles. 

A Facebook post Buls made on Aug. 27 
stated, “I just wish Governor Greg Gianforte 
would pass a House Bill that gives parents this 
right statewide and take the power away from 
school boards and superintendents to mandate 
masks. STOP CHILD ABUSE NOW!!!”

Earlier this semester, UM Computer Science 
professor Rob Smith’s blog was also found 
to host controversial views. The two UM 
employees sharing controversial views online 
has sparked a conversation about First Amend-
ment rights. 

Dave Kuntz, UM’s director of strategic 
communications, said the University does not 
endorse Buls’ views. He added there are pro-
cesses in place for dealing with situations like 
this, mostly through UM’s Human Resources 
Department and Office of Legal Counsel.  

“We do not support any form of public 
intimidation, threats against public or private 
individuals or  the use of hate speech or other 
symbols associated with anti-Semitism or 
white supremacy,” Kuntz said. “We expect our 
faculty, staff and physicians-in-training to act 
professionally in all settings and to provide 
healthcare in accordance with the best avail-
able scientific evidence.” 

UM was named as a top-10 institution for 
solving COVID-19 in 2020.

“This institution is rooted in thought, 
education and science, and that is why it is so 
disappointing to see Dr. Buls spread misinfor-
mation that is at such odds to the hard work 
that is being done by dozens of UM students 
and employees to solve the pandemic,” Kuntz 
said. (Mariah Thomas)

COVID-19 UPDATE 

The Missoula City-County Health Depart-
ment reported two new UM-affiliated cases 
over the weekend. There were 35 active cases 
as of Monday, the lowest number of 
cases at UM since early September. 

Countywide, there are 819 
total active cases, a signifi-
cant drop from more than 
2,000 average active cases in 
October. The effects of the 
record-breaking spike can 
still be seen, as more than 50 
residents have died from the 
virus since the start of October.

With holiday travel beginning next 
week for Thanksgiving, the health department 
urged the public to wear a mask while in large 
crowds and to at least get the first dose of 
the vaccine. Roughly 70% of the county has 
received one dose.

“We really want that number to be closer to 
90%,” said Hayley Devlin, public information 
officer for Missoula County. “It definitely seems 
like COVID-19 can spike again. We have more 
flu cases this year too, which will just muddy 
the waters on what people are sick with.”

Missoula County averaged 38 new cases a 
day per 100,000 on Monday, still higher than 
the 25 per 100,000 the CDC says is the bench-
mark for uncontained spread of the virus. Yet 

the disparity between those vaccinated for 
COVID-19 and the unvaccinated remains. Fully 
vaccinated county residents are catching the 
virus at 22 people per 100,000, compared to 
64 per 100,000 for unvaccinated. To get more 
information on COVID-19, visit missoulainfo.
com. (Griffen Smith)

UM WINS GRANT FOR INDIGENOUS WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEURS 

The University of Montana’s MonTEC, a 
startup program with a focus on technology, re-
ceived a $850,000 Google.org Impact Challenge 
for Women and Girls grant to support Indige-

nous women in Montana starting their 
own businesses, according to a 

UM news release. 
UM was one of only six oth-

er organizations in the U.S. to 
win the grant and one of 34 
in the world, according to the 
statement. 

The release said the money 
will be used with the Salish 

Kootenai College and Blackfeet 
Community College to create online 

programs to support new and existing business 
owners in multiple areas. 

In the release, Blackfeet Community College 
Business Division Chair Marlene Doney said 
the entrepreneurial spirit is strong in her com-
munity and the training the grant money will 
help fund — like how to fill out a business plan 
and apply for loans — will be well received. 

The dean of the Salish Kootenai College 
Business Center, Rachel Andrews-Gould, said 
to UM the classes they’ll develop over the 
next year will cover topics like taxes, personal 
finances, business, marketing and self care. 
She said the impacts will expand beyond the 

businesses. 
“Every woman we help touches multiple 

generations and family members,” she said in 
the release. “Their children, their husbands, 
their aunties. It will make generational differ-
ences.” (Mazana Boerboom)

 
ART MUSEUM’S NEW CURATOR AND BUILDING 
PLANS

UM’s Montana Museum of Art and Culture 
recently released plans for a new building on 
campus to showcase thousands of art pieces, 
and hired a curator to help with the transition, 
according to Missoulian reporting. 

The museum’s collection is currently 
revealed to the public in small shows in the 
PARTV building’s Meloy and Paxon galleries, 
but the majority of the art stays stored away. 
The new curator, Anna Marie Strankman, will 
oversee art shows and the collection of 11,000 
pieces, one of the largest in the state. 

Strankman was hired after former curator 
Jeremy Canwell was fired earlier this year after 
a Title IX investigation concluded he’d sexually 
assaulted one of his interns the year before. 

Plans for the new building, which will 
provide more space to store and showcase the 
vast collection, began in 2019 with a $5 million 
donation from Terry and Pat Payne, according 
to previous Kaimin reporting. 

The original construction plan would have 
placed the new building on University and Ar-
thur Avenues, but changed to take up Parking 
Lot P at the edge of campus near the Campus 
Recreation and Adams Center buildings. 
Facilities Services’ Director of Planning, Design 
and Construction, Jameel Chaudry, told the 
Missoulian the lost parking spaces would be 
minimal and there would be more cyclist and 
pedestrian amenities. (MB)

The University of Montana Police Depart-
ment reported 15 new crimes between Nov. 
4 and 13 on and around campus. The most 
common crime by far was bike theft. Some 
were stolen in the span of a couple hours, 
while some forgetful students realized their 
two-wheel machines were gone after two 
months.

THURSDAY 11/04: CORBIN BACKPACK BANDIT

An unsuspecting student who left a back-
pack in the Corbin Hall lounge returned half 
an hour later to find the maroon North Face 
pack missing. Besides lifting a really cool 

backpack, the sack stealer took credit cards 
and a new laptop. UMPD said there are no 
suspects.

SATURDAY 11/06: ‘GRIZ MORNING’ MESS UP

Ah, those high noon football games. As 
most students know, the only way to get 
ready is to start drinking at 9 a.m. (for those 
21 and up). But for an underage student 
trying to get a buzz on in Knowles Hall, things 
didn’t go as planned. Members of UM Hous-
ing found the illegal drinker holed up in the 
third floor study lounge with booze in hand 
at 10:30 a.m. The student was referred for a 
conduct violation.

WEDNESDAY 11/10: BIKE THEFT GALORE 

UMPD responded to four counts of bike 
theft within 24 hours between Nov. 9 and 10. 
One was outside of Pantzer, but the real haul 
was three stolen bikes from the University 
Villages. 

“It’s just such an easy thing to steal,” UMPD 
Chief Brad Giffin said. “Even if it is locked, it 
takes someone who knows how to cut a lock 
five minutes to complete the crime.”

WEDNESDAY 11/10: DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE 

A verbal argument in Coloma Court 
reached a boiling point when a woman called 
UMPD to have her partner removed for 

Briefs & Blotter
Briefs: Doctor spreads COVID-19 misinformation, $850,000 grant for women and museum plans

Blotter: Backpack bandit, early morning drinking and lost laundry
suspected drug use. When officers arrived, 
there was no sign of drug use, but the man 
had an outstanding warrant for final failure 
to appear for a domestic violence charge and 
was arrested. The misdemeanor carries a 
$5,000 fine. 

FRIDAY 11/12: LOST LAUNDRY 

Someone drying clothes at a front porch of 
Bannack Court walked outside to find their 
freshly scented, clean clothes were nowhere 
in sight. Sadly, they did not fly away in the 
breeze, as UMPD responded and said the 
missing style was likely stolen. There are no 
suspects, and the specific clothing taken was 
not revealed. Hide your linens, UM.
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ACROSS
1 Weekly pickup 66 Kind of spray 28 Letter getter
6 Castle feature 67 Piece of cake 30 Spanish three

10 Marshal Dillon 68 Inkling 31 Big Apple river
14 Consequently 69 Solemn tolling 32 Relinquish
15 Wild about 33 Use a big rig
16 State with DOWN 34 Some three-digit

conviction 1 Afghan, e.g. numbers
17 Fit for a king 2 Superman 36 Bookstore patron
18 Palm reader, e.g. portrayer 39 Holler
19 Part of SWM 3 Gabriel, for one 41 Sham argument
20 Highway crosser 4 Rhett's belle 44 Peeper's place
22 Black as night, 5 Fab Four flick 47 Cheap and gaudy

e.g. 6 Prayer book 49 Flowering shrub
24 Watering hole 7 Ragtime dance 51 Form of defense
25 Reasonable 8 Had a bite 53 Big racket
27 Young bird of 9 Bit of statuary 54 Final figure

prey 10 Moose or mouse 55 Pastoral poem
29 Blackboard ma- 11 Ready for use 56 Lauper hit, "___

terial, originally 12 Be a snitch Colors"
32 Apt to gab 13 Hammock holder 57 ____-dub-dub
35 Sassy 21 Sock pattern 59 Dungeonlike
37 Car protector 23 Tuition category 62 "Dear old" guy
38 "I have no ____ 26 News tidbit

idea!"
40 Spotty ailment
42 Library date
43 Soup ingredient
45 Bear witness
46 Overjoy
48 Head of the pack
50 Cause a chemi-

cal reaction
52 Virus prefix
56 Bricklayer's tool
58 Type of flooring
60 "Ant-Man" actor

Paul
61 Revered one
63 Friendly relations
64 Alternative to a

cab
65 Batman portrayer

Week of 11/15/21 - 11/21/21 
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Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

A R I D A B A F T O G L E
P O S E V I C A R F L A V
E M B R O I D E R Y F I V E
D E N I R O S C I M I T A R

D A N A E N A C T
A P P E T I T E G R E E N S
P E R E C L A T A R R O W
A C I D S A V O R S A M E
C A M E L S E W E R T A D
E N A M O R S E T A S I D E

D E F E R R I D E
F R O N T M E N C A R E S S
L I N T I N O P E R A B L E
A C N E S E T I N P A I R
B E A D S W E E T H Y P E

 Listen, college is hard. Sometimes you fail. Some-
times you fail real bad. Sometimes the midterm essay 
doesn’t make it onto your planner and you get 
sloshed on the due date and wake up too hungov-
er to write the damn thing. And sometimes you 
put it off for a whole week before remembering 
that, shit, your scholarship is tied to your 
GPA and you really can’t fail 
this class. So how do you sal-
vage this situation? Through 
astrology.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23–NOV. 21): 
Essays are pretty important to a college class. But they 
don’t have to be, as long as your professor has something 
else to worry about ... like all four tires of their Kia being 
slashed. I’m sure they won’t think twice about granting 
you an extension once you offer them a ride to class. And 
if anyone asks, you have an alibi. 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV. 22–DEC. 22): One essay isn’t a big deal. 
You’ll be fine if you just do well on the next one, right? 
You’re good at essays. You got this. Now go back to eating 
Takis with chopsticks while you cry your eyes out watch-
ing the new Taylor Swift short film on repeat.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23–JAN. 19): Write a bad essay. Convince 
your professor to grade it on a curve. Frame everyone 
else in your class for violating academic integrity policies. 
Boom. Life? Hacked. Essay? A+. Hotel? Trivago. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20–FEB. 18): Just email your professor and 
ask nicely for an extension like a normal person. Your 
classmates had the misfortune of being born under the 
wrong sign, but you are an Aquarius! So you’ll get a 60% 
because you were too much of a weak bitch to set fire to 
the Environmental Studies building and falsify evidence 
that your professor did it. Imagine just asking for an 
extension. Cringe. 

PISCES (FEB. 19–MARCH 20): It’s too late now. Everything’s 
ruined. Drop the class immediately. Hell, drop out of 
college. This shit blows.

ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): Find someone else to blame 
and rope them in on it. I’m sure your roommate would 
be more than willing to type up a heartfelt confession of 
sabotage in exchange for this week’s grocery duty. 

TAURUS  (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Write the essay. Turn it in 
exactly a week after the deadline. Insist that the professor 
told you the wrong date. They know you’re lying. You 
know you’re lying. You know they know you’re lying. 
But at least this way you hang on to some shred of your 
tattered pride, which you have attached to your academic 
achievement for some reason. Go to therapy. 

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): You’re going to have to gaslight 
this poor soul. Your professor has so many essays to go 

through, is it really so unbelievable they’d lose one? Send 
a civil yet mildly frustrated email asking why your essay 
hasn’t received any feedback yet, and act incredulous and 
confused when they say you never turned it in. Of course 
you did! You’d never forget an assignment! 

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): Take some tips from your 
cheating sack of shit ex-boyfriend when you caught him 
and just start crying in your professor’s office. Don’t stop 
until they’re uncomfortable enough that they’ll promise 
anything for you to just stop leaking all over their print-
ed-out XKCD comics. 

LEO (JULY 23–AUG. 22): It’s too late to back down. You 
need to come up with an excuse that absolves you of any 
responsibility. Concoct a relative and then say they died, 
and the loss affected you to the point you couldn’t do the 
essay. Oh, and you’ll need to have an obituary on hand 
and a picture of you at the funeral, because your profes-
sor has played too much Ace Attorney and WILL catch 
any contradiction. 

VIRGO (AUG. 23–SEP. 22): You get a syllabus for a reason. 
Your roommate will watch in horror as, in an “Imitation 
Game”-style montage, you calculate exactly how much 
your grade goes down per day late, and whether you need 
to adjust your predicted final grade to keep your GPA at 
an optimal level. And then, when you go to turn in your 
algorithmically perfect essay, it turns out you forgot about 
participation points and you were fine all along.

LIBRA (SEP. 23–OCT. 22): You’ve sent the perfect email that 
convinces your professor to give you a week’s extension! 
Unfortunately, composing that email took another week 
and about as much effort as the essay would, so you’re 
back to square one. 

OLIVIA SWANT-JOHNSON | MONTANA KAIMIN

The Procrast-oscope: What excuse will you make?

ANDY TALLMAN
andy.tallman@umontana.edu

GRIFFEN SMITH
griffen.smith@umontana.edu



EMILY TSCHETTER
emily.tschetter@umontana.edu

News | Getting boosted
MUS prepares to follow federal mandate as students get COVID-19 boosters
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Heidi Martin, a senior in sociology and piano performance, receives her COVID-19 booster shot at the 
Curry Heath Center on Nov. 11. UM will adhere to President Joe Biden’s executive order requiring federally 
contracted employees to be vaccinated or undergo weekly tests. LUKAS PRINOS | MONTANA KAIMIN

The University of Montana confirmed 
Nov. 10 that all Montana public universi-
ties will adhere to President Joe Biden’s ex-
ecutive order requiring federally contract-
ed employees to be vaccinated or undergo 
weekly tests starting Dec. 8.

Montana Attorney General Austin 
Knudsen has pushed back against the 
mandate, challenging the order in a federal 
lawsuit with nine other states. The lawsuit 
could delay the start to the order, but MUS 
schools are prepared to follow the new 
mandate on its slated start date.

The majority of the University’s employ-
ees are not federally contracted, accord-
ing to UM’s Strategic Communications 
Director Dave Kuntz. He said most faculty 
in student-facing roles will not be affected 
by the executive order either.

“Most of the faculty who are teaching in 
classrooms won’t be affected by it, and the 
large majority of University of Montana 
employees don’t fall under this executive 
order,” Kuntz said.

Most federal contract workers are paired 
with grants, like scientific research or 
TRIO.

The COVID-19 regulation development 
comes as more students are receiving their 
vaccine booster shots. The CDC expanded 
its eligibility Oct. 21 to individuals 18 or 
older with underlying medical conditions, 
or living and working in high-risk settings.

“College students are some of the most 
versatile people in any community, so they 
are going to classrooms, going to work, 
hanging out with friends and going home 
to visit family,” Associated Students of the 
University of Montana President Noah 
Durnell said. “Therefore, college students 
are very likely to spread COVID-19 if they 
have it, so it’s really important that we 
vaccinate to mitigate the spread.”

As of Nov. 15, almost 50% of people aged 
20-29 in Missoula County have received 
both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. There 
are 35 active UM-affiliated cases, and 
38 average new daily cases per 100,000 
people in Missoula County in a seven day 
rolling average. There is currently no re-
quirement to get the COVID-19 vaccine at 
the University, and no public data on how 
many UM students have been vaccinated.

CDC guidelines do not specify what 
counts as a high-risk environment and its 

application to university students. Durnell 
and Jeffrey Adams, the medical director of 
the Curry Health Center, said students can 
go into Curry and receive a booster with 
no questions asked.

“Being a student at a university, espe-
cially in Montana, does warrant a high-
risk environment classification because 
we’re going to classes that are not socially 
distanced and we live in a community that 
does not have herd immunity,” Durnell 
said.

Durnell and other ASUM senators docu-
mented their own booster vaccinations on 
Instagram following an ASUM post adver-
tising booster availability to students.

Heidi Martin, a senior in sociology and 
piano performance, received both her 
booster and flu shot at the Curry Health 
Center on Nov. 12. She walked in without 
an appointment and got both shots within 
15 minutes.

“It’s available and the least we can do to 
reduce the spread,” Martin said. “We need 
to get vaccines because that’s the only way 
to stop the pandemic.”

Martin said she experienced negative 
side effects from her initial vaccine doses, 
but asserted that it is a small price to pay 
to help reduce the spread of disease. She 
planned to get her booster on a Friday to 
contend with any resulting sickness over 
the weekend.

“Yeah, the side effects sucked the first 
time, but that’s not worth avoiding when 
you could literally kill someone’s grand-
parents,” Martin said.

Adams reported seeing multiple stu-
dents stop by for booster shots, but he does 
not recommend prioritizing students to 
receive their COVID-19 boosters.

“Students are probably not our target 
group right now to get boosters,” Adams 
said. “They are not our highest risk right 
now, so they can hold off on boosters 
unless they have a very serious high-risk 
medical condition.”

Adams celebrated the decline in infec-
tion rates in the past month, but expressed 
frustration with the absence of new stu-
dent vaccinations, saying they see very few 
students coming in for their first doses.

“It’s been very discouraging, and we 
never achieved substantial numbers after 
the first bunch in the spring,” Adams said. 
“Now it’s very frequent to have zero people 
getting vaccinations a day even though we 
have plenty of supply.”

UM’s COVID Response Team continues 

encouraging students to get vaccinated and 
to keep adhering to mitigation efforts, and 
seeks to provide accurate information on 
the vaccine to students.

“Instead of finding information on a blog 
or social media where you don’t know who 
is necessarily controlling it, we’re trying 
to get that information to our students 
to make the best choice for themselves,” 
Kenneth Chatriand, UM Pharmacy School 
director and the leader of the school’s 
vaccination campaign, said. “We’re getting 
new people that have been on the fence for 
a while and have finally decided that now’s 
the time. And while they’re late to the 
party, they’re more than welcome.”

Chatriand, although discouraged by 
recent low vaccination rates, asserted the 
pharmacy school’s commitment to vaccine 
accessibility and continuing mitigation 
efforts. Along with Curry, both facilities 
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Combined heat, power plant to add to UM’s sustainability efforts

Schematic design showing the northeast side of the plant. UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA | CONTRIBUTED

Between Aber Hall and the Grizzly Pool 
lies a 60-foot-tall industrial brick building 
with an iconic smokestack on one end. The 
century-old heat plant is a hub for roughly two- 
and-a-half miles of tunnels that provide steam 
heating and hot water to much of UM. 

The main floor of the archaic building is 
a jungle of machinery, with pipes running 
from floor to ceiling on one end. Three large, 
‘60s-era green boilers dwarf everything around 
them. The third boiler’s outdated mercury 
controls stand out from the basic electronic 
knobs and buttons for boiler one and two. It’s 
proof of change in a place seemingly preserved 
for decades. 

The heating plant will soon be home to 
a much larger change when the University 
breaks ground on a combined heat and power 
plant in a few weeks. The new plant, which 
will sit east of the existing building, will pro-
vide heat as well as electricity to campus — an 
effort to make UM more energy independent. 

Dave Kuntz, UM’s director of strategic 
communications, said UM is building the com-
bined heat and power plant to decrease energy 
expenses and further sustainability efforts. 

“It’s the biggest climate change action the 
University has taken to date,” he said. 

Kuntz said the new plant will use the 
natural gas currently being burned to heat 
the school while also generating a substantial 
amount of electricity for campus. 

Neil Maier, the heating plant supervisor, 
said the new facility will house two natural gas 
burning turbines for electricity. The exhaust 
from these turbines will enter a boiler to create 
steam for heat. 

“So not only are we going to make electrical 
power, we’re also going to be able to make 
steam for the same energy that we were burn-
ing previously,” he said. 

Maier said the steam from the boiler will 
then be used in a steam turbine generator to 
create up to another 2.5 megawatts of power. 
The three turbines will be able to produce a 
maximum of 5.9 megawatts of electricity, com-
pared to the 0.4 megawatts produced by the 
plant before. He said the campus uses roughly 
3 to 6 megawatts per day. 

Maier said two of the current heat plant’s 
three boilers will serve as backups. 

The Montana University System’s Board 
of Regents gave UM authority to spend up to 
$20 million on the project in September, but 
Kuntz said it may not cost that much. He said 
the project is funded by UM debt and bond 
refinance and not student tuition or fees. 

McKinstry, an energy services contractor 
company, projected UM could save roughly 
$1.4 to $1.7 million per year with the addition-
al plant. Kuntz said with the plant, UM will 
provide about 80% of its own power, purchas-
ing the remainder from NorthWestern Energy. 
The annual savings can be reinvested into 
things like lab and classroom upgrades. 

Joseph Brady, a freshman majoring in envi-
ronmental science, said it would be best to get 
away from fossil fuels completely, but it may 
not be feasible in the current system. Overall 
he’s satisfied with the project. 

“I’m honestly pretty happy about it. I’m glad 
there’s progress being made on these things,” 
he said. 

Eva Rocke, UM’s sustainability director, 
said the heat and power plant will reduce the 
campus’ greenhouse gas emissions by roughly 
23%. Rocke said the gas turbines can also be 
fueled with hydrogen or biofuels, but those 
fuels would likely not be realistic in the next 
two to three years. 

The University failed to meet its 10-year 
goal of carbon neutrality by 2020, despite the 
current project’s estimated cut to emissions. 

Rocke said only a handful of colleges in the 
country are carbon neutral, and the reason 
UM struggled to make the goal was limitations 
to invest in large, off-campus renewable energy 
sources. She said this is because UM is a 
default customer of NorthWestern Energy, 
which provides power with coal and other 
methods including natural gas and wind 
power. 

Rocke said the University has worked on 
increased energy independence by installing 
solar panels on buildings like the Lommasson 
Center and Eck Hall. She added UM will likely 
buy some power from NorthWestern Energy 
for the “foreseeable future.” 

Brady, one of the five executives of UM’s 
climate response club, said he was not 
surprised the University did not meet its goal 
considering the heating system is powered by 
fossil fuels. 

“If you do actually believe in green energy, 
creating a sustainable future, supporting us 
going forward into the future that we’re going 
to have to live in, then can you put your money 
there?” Brady said. 

Brady said the club struggled to find out 
whether the UM Foundation, a nonprofit orga-
nization that fundraises for UM, had divested 
from fossil fuels this fall. 

While the club didn’t specifically call for 
action this year, demands for the UM Founda-
tion to divest from fossil fuels are not new. As 
of 2018, the foundation had not divested from 
fossil fuels despite years of student protest 

and at least two student body referendums 
that were passed, calling on the foundation to 
divest. 

The Associated Students of the University 
of Montana passed a resolution that calls for 
the formation of a working group to explore 
reinvesting the foundation’s fossil fuel invest-
ments into sustainable and renewable energy 
Nov. 10. 

The Kaimin reached out to the foundation 
about whether it has divested from fossil fuels. 
Elizabeth Willy, the foundation’s director of 
communications, said media questions are 
passed along to the board of trustees and can 
be considered at a future meeting. The board 
did have a meeting the week of Nov. 8. 

Rocke said, while important, divestment is 
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According to University officials, the new heating 
plant will use the natural gas currently being 
burned to heat the school while also generating 
electricity for campus. 
LUKAS PRINOS | MONTANA KAIMIN

Donny Privett with Facility Services at the Univer-
sity of Montana checks gauges at the University 
heating plant, Oct. 21. The heating plant will 
undergo major changes when the University breaks 
ground on a combined heat and power plant in an 
effort to decrease energy expenses and to further 
UM’s sustainability efforts. 
LUKAS PRINOS | MONTANA KAIMIN

not in her top five strategies for sustainability. 
Rocke said framing sustainability goals with 
what people want to see instead of negative 
terms can be helpful. She said she’d rather fo-
cus on what can be done on campus and what 
sources can be invested in.

The combined heating and power plant is 
expected to be completed by December 2022. 

have vaccines available for walk-ins every 
Monday through Friday. ASUM will also 
continue providing pop-up clinics for inter-
ested student groups.

“You can’t vaccinate everybody because 
everybody has an opinion, and they may 
not want it,” Chatriand said. “We sup-
port that, but we will never let down and 
we’re going to continue this on until the 
pandemic is over and beyond. We love 
our students, and they are the reason that 
most of us are here doing this job, so we 
will keep the mitigation strategies going to 
the best of our capability.”
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THE FURNACE, Oct. 9. — Jake 
Howell stands before a crowd 
of dozens of Missoula music 
fans, singing a song he wrote, 
“Saturdays when I forget…” Be-
hind him is the band, four men 

he trusts with his life. Their first studio album, 
self-titled “Cosmic Sans,” has just dropped, and 
they are celebrating with a concert.

The room is dark. People are packed as 
close to the front as they can get. Behind the 
band, a projector displays kaleidoscopic man-
dalas and zebras running across the African 
savannah. It smells heavily of stale cigarettes 
and contraband beer. 

All night, people dance. With the high-ener-
gy rock music they’re surrounded by, it would 
be hard not to. They mosh to intense drum 
solos. They sway to melodic guitar riffs. They 
sing along with Howell whether they know the 

words or not.
It’s the final song of a successful night. 

The entire audience sits on the ground 
criss-cross-applesauce, swaying with the mel-
ody. At this moment, the men in front of the 
crowd are rock stars. Howell signs off with his 
signature: “We are, we have been and we will 
continue to be Cosmic Sans!”

For someone watching them play today, it’s 
hard to believe that exactly two years ago, Oct. 
8, 2019, Cosmic Sans was playing its first ever 
gig — crammed in the basement of a tiny venue 
called the “Hockey House” — for an audience 
of about 30. 

Fast forward two years. In the first month 
after the album’s release it amassed 4,000 
streams. The band was asked by the Wilma to 
open for Grammy-nominated Highly Suspect, 
though it didn’t get the opportunity to play 
after the lead guitarist got sick. 

This is

The story of a UM band—
where they came from and 

where they’re going

Story by Josh Moyar
Photos by Shanna Madison

Still, any local band asked to open for a 
touring artist by the town’s biggest venue has 
made a mark on the community.

“It’s surreal,” Howell said.
In a city like Missoula, where you can’t 

throw a stone without hitting three music 
shops, it’s easy to see how UM students could 
get started in the scene. For the past two years, 
going from small venues and garage parties to 
requests to open for Grammy-nominated art-
ists, the all-UM student band Cosmic Sans has 
become one of Missoula’s most well-known.

Wet Mop blues
In the small town of Girdwood, Alaska, sec-

ond grader Will Stoskopf sat playing the piano. 
Above him stood his teacher, Sherry Dugan, “a 

total slave driver,” Stoskopf said.
“Too fast!” she would say. 
Stoskopf was only there for the promised 

reward of a really cool pencil, given only to 
those who play the piece flawlessly. 

Eleven years later, in the fall of 2017, Sto-
skopf settled into his room in Knowles Hall. 
While walking back to his dorm one day, he 
came across Jake Howell, playing his guitar 
just outside the girls’ wing, hoping to draw the 
attention of the ladies. Instantly, a connection 
formed. A jam band followed.

Over time, the boys met another Jake, Jake 
Palmer, who wasn’t a bad musician himself. 
They soon met Liam Kuziel and Cameron 
Mathis while the pair smoked a spliff in an 
alley. Their sophomore year, they formed Wet 
Mop.

The band dealt heavily in cover songs, 
mostly by the Grateful Dead, which Howell 

couldn’t stand. Even lousy covers didn’t see 
much rehearsal time because the band lacked 
the space.

“We never had a place to practice or any-
thing, so whenever we got a gig, our gig would 
be our practice,” Stoskopf said. “So amateur-
ish.”

Even worse, Stoskopf said some members 
of the band relied on substances when it came 
to playing, showing up to gigs high or crossed 
— drunk and stoned. Eventually, Kuziel and 
Mathis went back home to New Mexico. The 
remaining members of Wet Mop decided 
the band wasn’t worth saving, so after four 
months, they dropped it.

Howell moved into the Madison Apart-
ments as a sophomore, a floor below Kyler 
Rebich, who played bass. With Rebich, the 
idea to form a band returned and in the fall of 
2019, Rebich met a drummer, freshman Chris 
Rockeman. He came in to audition.

Stoskopf was late that night. When he 
arrived, the band was jamming already — with 
a brand new guitarist Rockeman had brought 
along.

“I hear this absolutely insane noise coming 
from outside of Jake’s apartment,” Stoskopf 
said. “And it’s Chris playing drums and 
Seamus on guitar, and I didn’t know who 
Seamus was. … Nobody really explained to me 
what was happening. I thought I was getting 
replaced by Seamus.” 

What Stoskopf didn’t know was that a new 

roster just fell into place. Howell left guitar 
behind and took on the role of lead singer. Sto-
skopf moved to rhythm guitar and newcomer 
Seamus Jennings took over lead guitar. This 
new band would grow from weekly strug-
gles for a rehearsal space to having complete 
strangers ask them to sign their shirts. They 
soon settled on a name: Cosmic Sans.

The Gospel according to 
Seamus Jennings

“Now, did I have lofty aspirations of being 
a teenage rock star?” Jennings pushed down 
his sunglasses and sipped his chai latte. “Sure, 
but I don’t think I could have imagined the 
place that I’m in now. I just wanted to be on 
the stage.”

Jennings began teaching himself guitar in 
Great Falls at age 12. Jump to 2019, and he 
was shredding riffs behind his head at Cosmic 
Sans’ fourth gig, in the middle of the Food Zoo, 
for a few handfuls of students who came to eat 
but stayed for the music.

Cosmic Sans’ shows started, like all good 
college bands, with covers. At first, they played 
hits by Arctic Monkeys and Cold War Kids. 
Eventually, an original made it into the set: 
“Bleftany,” written by Howell. The song re-

leased as a single in December 2019, and from 
there, the band fully established its sound.

Traditionalists will call it rock. Some would 
say punk. “Psychedelic” and “indie” are defi-
nitely words thrown around, and with many 
jazz musicians in the band, they found some 
influence there, too. Cosmic Sans describes 
itself as an “evil psychedelic jazz rock five 
piece.”

According to Jennings, the band’s chemistry 
started almost instantly. 

“I could immediately tell that there was 
something there,” he said. “There was a really 
cool potential in this group.”

Any member could bring in an original or 
a cover, and within an hour the guys would 
come up with a completely new arrangement. 

“I’ve never experienced that with people 
before,” Jennings said.

From November 2019 through February 
2020, Cosmic Sans was playing a couple shows 
a month. Jennings cemented himself as a char-
ismatic stage presence. 

“I’ve been told, and I’m aware that I’m a fair-
ly ecstatic performer,” Jennings said. “I’m kind 
of all over the place and often grabbing atten-
tion, but I don’t consider myself or anybody in 
the band really to be ‘the face of the band’ … I 
think Jake [Howell] and I are a great dynamic 
duo in that regard.”

A classic trick from the dynamic duo: 
Howell stands in front of Jennings as Jennings 
reaches around him and plays the guitar with-

out looking. 
Jennings is also the band’s chief producer. 

He mixed and edited most of the new album 
himself.

“I just sat in the mixing room for like five 
hours a day,” Jennings said.

With a solid fan base forming in Missoula 
in early 2020, Cosmic Sans started planning 
its next steps. Book gigs? Check. Audition for 
festivals? Check. Find a sound? Check. Deadly 
pandemic? Uh … 

Seeking a song for the 
end of the world

“Dinosaurs just freak me out, man,” Howell 
said, admiring the Tyrannosaurus rex skull in 
UM’s CLAPP building. “It’s so crazy that they 
used to exist … ultimate badass.”

The Cosmic Sans lead singer came to UM 
from Redlands, California, with a declared 
major in archaeology, working toward his 
childhood dream of becoming Indiana Jones. 
Over his time at the University, he majored in 
everything imaginable, from history to sonic 
arts.

When the pandemic hit in March of 2020, 
he realized it was the final nail in a coffin he’d 
been building for a while. He “liked learning, 

Cosmic Sans’ lead singer Jake Howell serenades a raving audience during the band’s Halloweekend show. Two years ago, the band played its first-ever gig in the crammed basement of a tiny venue called the “Hockey 
House.”

The band felt the energy during this intimate garage show, Oct. 30. 
Fans packed into the space and danced shoulder to shoulder.

Singing together in harmony, Jennings, left, and Stoskopf share a microphone and a moment as they belt backing vocals. Breaking down music genre 
walls, Cosmic Sans describes itself as an “evil psychedelic jazz rock five piece.”



montanakaimin.com November 18, 2021 1110  November 18, 2021  montanakaimin.com

but didn’t respond to it.” It was time to carve 
his own path with music in mind. He dropped 
out of UM after the fall of 2020.

Jennings’ grandparents owned a little cabin 
outside Great Falls. All five members found 
themselves there, riding out the pandemic 
together and laying down the bones of a full 
album.

“We were thinking too forward when we 
didn’t have a direction yet,” Howell said, “and 
I think COVID kind of was like, ‘Sit the fuck 
down and think for a minute.’”

The pause of the music scene provided the 
band with ample time to narrow in on what 
they wanted as a group. Howell, Stoskopf 
and Jennings all agree this period was highly 
productive musically. At least three songs 
on the album were fully recorded during the 
initial quarantine period, and several more 
were written.

Quarantine was, “for the band, great,” How-
ell said. “Entirely positive.”

Unfortunately, it affected the individual 
members of the band in different ways. By 
August 2020, drummer Rockeman was ready 
to leave — not just the band, but the United 
States. These days, you can find him in the 
Netherlands, “drinking beer and smoking ciga-
rettes and being European,” Jennings said.

Without Rockeman, bassist Rebich couldn’t 
find a reason to stay. Rebich relied on the 
drummer for the heavily jazz-influenced 
sound they both liked. 

“I just loved playing with [Chris] so much,” 
Rebich said. “We both knew what the other 
was gonna do, and if we didn’t we’d figure it 
out. I felt it would’ve been a little too difficult to 
continue without him.”

He said goodbye and parted from the band, 
staying on good terms with the other mem-
bers. He’s currently working on his instrumen-

tal jazz studies degree at UM. 
“It was like, the worst possible time to lose 

another member,” Howell said, “because it was 
not even a full week after Chris had left. We 
were already like, ‘Fuck, how are we gonna 
find a drummer?’ with no idea that Kyler was 
going to quit.”

It felt like that moment could’ve been Cos-
mic Sans’ last. However, it was hardly a month 
before they discovered, in Howell’s words, “the 
single biggest thing in recent memory for Cos-
mic Sans: a drummer, 26-year-old former UM 
student Cole Bronson. Not only was Bronson 
an incredible percussionist, but he had a stu-
dio space, recording equipment and an electric 
bass. He was a godsend.

When Bronson first met up with the guys 
for practice, they were using the campus am-
phitheater as a rehearsal space. 

“It was clear they needed me,” Bronson said. 
His sound immediately meshed with the 

group.
“I grew up playing a lot of the kind of stuff 

these dudes do,” he said. “They challenge me. 
It feels right. It feels natural and organic.”

The quartet had everything they needed to 
finish recording the album by spring of 2021, 
but when summer rolled around and live mu-
sic once again reared its beautiful head, they 
realized they were lacking a vital ingredient. A 
bass wasn’t enough; they needed a bassist.

‘A lot of hats to wear’
Lane Ulberg is a 23-year-old music educa-

tion major from Helena, completing his fifth 
year “victory lap” at the University. He’s a 
drum major for the marching band, sings for 
ASUM’s Lads’ Chorus, plays in the pep band 

at campus basketball games and he plays the 
bass in two different bands: Intice and, as of 
this summer, Cosmic Sans.

“I’m in high demand, man. What can I 
say?” Ulberg said over a quick meal at Five on 
Black, scarfed down between symphonic wind 
ensemble and a meeting with a local band 
photographer.

Although Ulberg is Cosmic Sans’ newest 
member, he’s been around the band since 
the beginning. He lived in Knowles Hall in 
2017, where he befriended Stoskopf. They 
moved out of the dorms together, and Ulberg 

remained close with both Stoskopf and Rebich 
since their freshman year. He saw the rise 
and fall of Wet Mop and watched his friends 
perform as Cosmic Sans many times. When 
the band found itself in need of a temporary 
bassist, it was only natural to call on Ulberg’s 
reliable presence.

“I saw how many gigs we were getting and 
how many we were playing and I was having a 
lot of fun with it,” Ulberg said. “I was like, ‘Do 
you guys want me to, like, stick around?’ and 
they’re like, ‘Yeah!’ Call that auditioning on 
the job.”

By August 2021, Ulberg was an official 
member, just in time for the release of an 
album he didn’t work on whatsoever. 

“It’s pretty funny,” he said. “I mean, I don’t 
really care that much, because, you know, I’m 
playing with them and doing the live shows … 
I’m excited to record this next album, though, 
so I can be on it.”

But for now, the band gets to revel in its 
album, which surpassed 4,000 streams in its 
first month of release. The plan going forward 
is to record more, sign on with a record label 
that won’t interfere with their creative process 
and start thinking about touring and playing at 
festivals.

“All of us are very excited and enthusias-

tic about the momentum that we have right 
now,” Ulberg said. “To be talking with people 
we know, and having them be able to say the 
name of our song and be like, ‘Oh, yeah. I 
know that. I know which one you’re talking 
about.’ It really is the small stuff.”

The bitter taste of success
On Nov. 4, almost a full month after the 

release of its first album, Cosmic Sans received 
some exciting news. It was that offer to open 
for Highly Suspect at The Wilma Theater. The 
show was in just two days.

“I have no idea what to expect,” Howell said 
right after he received the call. “It’ll be our 
biggest show by a mile, and I just found out 
about it. It hasn’t really fully registered yet. A 
lot of the time, gigs don’t register for me until 
I’m setting up before and then it’s like, oh my 
god, my stomach hurts.”

Ulberg had the opportunity to play at the 
Wilma before, on New Year’s Eve 2019 when 
UM’s jazz band opened for the Lil Smokies, 
but the prospect of playing as a rock band 
riding a high was even more exciting.

“It feels great,” he said. “I guess I kind of 
know what to expect, in a way … but it’s still 
so sick.”

The next day, a couple hours before the 
setup of another gig, Seamus Jennings tested 
positive for COVID-19. That night’s show and 
the set at the Wilma were canceled. 

Luckily, Jennings was vaccinated and didn’t 
get too sick. The rest of the band, all vaccinat-
ed, tested negative for COVID-19.

“This is almost the worst luck possible,” 
Ulberg said. “It’s comically bad, and it’s not 
Seamus’ fault or anything … It just kind of 
sucks, but it’s also outside of your control. Just 
gotta roll with it for the most part.”

Despite the bad news, the band is trying 
to stay positive. Even if they didn’t play the 
Wilma, they could’ve played the Wilma, and 
that’s something.

“We were given that opportunity on such 
short notice,” Howell said. “Maybe this is just 
me rationalizing it and trying to make it more 
palatable, but I’ve been feeling a lot better 
now than the past couple days. Trying to stay 
optimistic.”

“I’m hopeful,” Jennings said. “It was really 
good to get that call … We’re keeping our fin-
gers crossed for what comes next.”

Band on the run?
Missoula can often seem like a small-time 

artist’s paradise. Small businesses, aren’t shy 
about showing their love for local musicians, 
and any community where First Friday exists 
has to be musician friendly, right? Unfortunate-
ly, that isn’t always the case.

“It’s tough being a band in Montana, honest-
ly,” Ulberg said. 

“We have had issues with getting paid from 
a lot of venues,” Howell said, “and they seem 
to think that the money that they’ve been 
giving us, it’s been about $200 per show, is 
appropriate. It’s not appropriate. It seems a 
little predatory to me … that’s $40 a person for, 
like, 20 hours total of practicing and setup and 
clearing your schedule. It’s like, I could have 
just gotten a normal job.”

The solution?
“We’ve been talking for a long time about 

moving,” Jennings said.
The move would happen as a band, and to 

varying extents, all five members are on the 
same page. Howell likes the idea of Austin, 

while Jennings would prefer somewhere in the 
Pacific Northwest. New Orleans, Nashville and 
Raleigh have all been thrown around.

“Musicians are chronically underpaid,” Ul-
berg said. “It’s kind of going to be an issue no 
matter where we get to, but there are definitely 
better opportunities in other places … I think 
if the conditions are right, I wouldn’t count it 
out.”

While there are still no guarantees on 
whether or not it will happen, the move won’t 
occur for at least a couple years. A tour of 
prospective locations is on everyone’s minds 
before committing to a specific city. 

In the queue
Regardless of where they’ve been and 

where they’re going, the members of Cosmic 
Sans all have big plans for the next few years.

“The energy that they bring to the scene 
is purely creative, and people love creative 
energy,” Rebich said. “I’m just so excited to 
see where they go. They always make jokes, 
whenever I get to talk to them, about that one 
member of the Beatles that left … right before 
they got famous. I’m that Beatle.”

“I just want to play a ton of really dope ass 
music, have a lot of fun doing it and make 
enough money that I’m not literally scroung-
ing to pay bills,” Jennings said. “Whether that 
happens with Cosmic Sans or not, I feel like 
this group will, if nothing else, serve as a great 
jumping off point into the music industry.”

Cosmic Sans’ next show is scheduled for 
Dec. 10 at Monk’s Bar. 

Bassist and newest band member Lane Ulberg plays under cool-toned colors in a garage packed with fans. 
For Ulberg, what was once a temporary bass-playing gig turned into chemistry with the band.

Rhythm guitarist Will Stoskopf reacts to the blasting music as he plays during the Halloweekend show at 
“The Furnace.” Stoskopf lived in Knowles Hall in 2017, where he befriended bassist Ulberg and later came 
across Howell playing guitar outside his dorm. 

Jennings takes a break from shredding guitar chords 
to belt out a passionate solo in front of fans at “The 
Furnace.”

Guitarist Seamus Jennings stands behind lead singer Jake Howell and plays his guitar. This iconic move is a 
show tradition and a crowd pleaser. 
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 A biology major’s personal vendetta against Pearson Successnet
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Every Monday and Wednesday night of 
the week, I drag my tired ass to the second 
floor of the Lommasson Center to commis-
erate with other students over the bane 
of almost any science major’s existence: 
Pearson Successnet. 

My three-hour study jam should be 
spent learning chemistry. Instead, I waste 
my time staring at a computer screen, try-
ing to figure out which name I 
misspelled in a long list of 
amino acids. Chemis-
try is hard enough, 
but this Common 

Core online program is so fucking annoy-
ing, not even George W. Bush’s standard-
ized tests could compare. 

For those who have not had to endure 
this program, Pearson is an online teach-
ing platform where teachers can organize 
e-learning modules, tests and assignments 
and track student grades. For subjects like 
basic math, that use numbers, integra-
tion and whatever other math jargon you 
like to think of, Pearson is tolerable. But 
more advanced classes usually amount to 
a pre-packaged set of questions Pearson 
regurgitated online and called “learning.” 

As other students and I have 
discovered, we don’t learn shit, 

despite Pearson spewing rhet-
oric about how innovative it 
is. Each question is either 
long and difficult or a copy-
and-paste answer you can 
find on Quizlet or Chegg 
with ease.

 I’ve encountered simi-
lar problems in subjects 
other than chemistry. 
My dislike for the 
program goes back 
to the seventh grade, 

when my teacher thought teaching biology 
through Pearson was the answer to all her 
prayers. Spoilers, it wasn’t. Kids cried, 
complained to their parents and eventually 
we shifted our homework to paper. 

But here I am, seven years later, still 
living in Pearsonville. And Pearson, like 
your annoying landlord, does not make 
living easy.  

“It’s terrible,” said Harley Benoit, a soph-
omore forestry major at UM in an intro 
chemistry class. “The questions aren’t 
clear; it’s super easy to get the questions 
wrong. It’s probably the worst online pro-
gram I’ve ever used.” 

Jackie Olexa, a sophomore student at 
UM and study jam tutor, said tutoring 
students using Pearson is frustrating, 
especially because the material used in the 
homework is not the same as the material 
reviewed in lecture. 

“I understand why professors think 
it has merit,” Olexa said. “But half of 
the questions make no sense. I think it’s 
absurd and think the professors really 
need to look at their questions before they 
assign homework.” 

So why do schools keep using the pro-
gram? 

Arts | Let’s get drunk
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Brawl of the bars: Where should you drink during this Griz-Cat game?

The Missoula Club is one of the iconic bars in downtown Missoula. Despite having one of the simplest 
menus and one fewer TV than Stocks, the Mo Club does have an on-par beer selection, including a ping 
pong table. ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

As anybody on this side of the Continental 
Divide knows, the Brawl of the Wild is this 
coming Saturday at noon. Energy is skyrocket-
ing as the University of Montana and Montana 
State prepare to … I don’t know. Play football 
or something? What does this look like, sports 
section?

Honey, this is arts and culture, and where 
better do Montana culture and college culture 
intersect than drinking culture? We all know 
the big game is just another excuse to black out 
before 5 p.m., so let’s cut to the chase: Booze. 

The second best “B” word, between beer, 
bourbon and uh … never mind. Here in Mis-
soula, the World Population Review’s seventh 
drunkest city in America, you can get it just 
about anywhere. But on Cat-Griz day, it better 
be somewhere damn special. 

Can’t get a ticket to the only exciting day to 
be a Griz? Scalped yours already for a 400% 
profit? Let me help you pick the bar you’re going 
to, one way or another.

STOCKMAN’S
Sorry, I just puked in my mouth a little bit. 
Ask around and just about anyone will tell 

you that Stocks is UM’s definitive college bar. 
It’s got it all. Dark, musty corners, bartenders 
who won’t give you the time of day, a perpetual 
game of poker that couldn’t look less inviting. A 
Missoula classic!

Stocks is set up with six TVs and 10 different 
beers on tap, about standard for the bars in 
town. But wait. Do you really want to see what 
Stocks looks like in the light of day? Uh … no 
thank you.

Owner Mike Larson agrees, in his own 
words. 

“We’re more of an after-the-game bar,” he 
said.

MISSOULA CLUB
They got burgers on paper plates? Yeah, I’m 

in. It’s important to eat before you drink, and 
good old Mo Club has you covered with the 
simplest menu you can ask for.

With one fewer TV than Stocks, it might be 
harder to catch a view of the game, but at least 
the beer selection is on-par. The addition of 
pingpong certainly doesn’t hurt, if only to serve 
as a distraction from the halftime show. 

“It’s the place to be,” bartender Dallas Burgess 
said. “When you think of Missoula, you think of 
Mo Club.”

PRESS BOX
Now this is a good option if you want to get 

wasted with a bunch of middle-aged men who 
went to UM 30 years ago and won’t stop talking 
about it. 

There are a tasteful 40 TVs on the walls of 
Press Box (including one in the bathroom), as 

well as 19 beers on tap. This makes sense, as the 
place is literally huge. Don’t worry about elbow 
room!

Another big plus is the location. Press Box is 
right across the footbridge from campus, so if 
you want to pregame outside the stadium you 
can migrate across without any hassle.

An important detail: “This is the official Griz 
bar,” bartender Shawn Erickson said, making 
sure to point out the FTC stickers on the wall.

And did I mention? The food kinda slaps. 
Press Box is a good option all around.

BODEGA
It’s not the seven TVs or 11 beers on tap that 

make Bodega stand out, it’s the amount of spe-
cialty shots on offer. There are 32 combinations 
listed on the wall, probably the most efficient 
guide to spending $6 on a sip of alcohol in town.

Pool tables and a half basketball court will 
make sure the people who don’t enjoy watching 
football are still entertained. Plus, Bodega is 
right above Monk’s, aka an underground venue 
for goblins.

Just don’t forget to take enough shots to numb 
the pain in your wallet from buying so many!

THE GOLDEN ROSE
Are you weird? Are you a weirdo? Do you not 

fit in? Do you not WANT to fit in? The Golden 
Rose is the bar for you.

With four TVs and only two beers on tap, 
the Golden Rose is much more modest in its 
offerings. When I asked if they’d have the game 
on, the bartender wasn’t even sure.

What it will have: A break from toxic football 
culture for everyone who celebrates. Keep it in 
the back of your mind. You’ll thank me later.

THE RHINO
That brings us to Yelp’s official Best Bar 

in Missoula. There are only three TVs at the 
Rhino, but a staggering 50 beers on tap, about as 
many as every other entry on this list com-
bined. There are no shortage of other activities, 
with both pool and table shuffleboard.

Where the Rhino falls flat is the food selec-
tion, with the heartiest options being spicy 
peanuts. Luckily, bartender Anne Hancock 
seems like she’d be pretty lenient.

“Order a pizza. I don’t care,” she said.
Listen, I could go on (how many bars does 

Missoula even need?), but you get the picture. 
There’s something for every football fan in this 
town of degenerates. The important thing is that 
you’ll be too drunk to remember who won the 
game anyway.

Remember: Drink responsibly! Grab a 
bite beforehand and stay hydrated. Don’t go 
anywhere without a buddy and keep an eye 
on those drinks. And don’t even think about 
getting behind the wheel of a car. We all have 
to remember the rules of safe drinking. Not me, 
though; I’m built different.

The easiest answer is business. In the 
last three decades, education reform has 
swept the country to push more standard-
ized testing and alternatives outside the 
traditional classroom — most of it sup-
plied by private companies. A lot of this 
movement has been supported by business 
communities, like the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, and takes a free-market 
approach to education. 

This mingling of education and business 
can blur the line between learning and 
profit. Sometimes it’s hard to tell if law-
makers stick with education because they 
care about students learning, or because 
they just want to turn a profit. I’m going to 
go with the latter, not just because of Pear-
son, but because of every standardized 
test that has graced every public school in 
America (I’m looking at you, SAT).  

On the surface, I can understand the 
practicality of Pearson. It’s easy, grades ev-
erything automatically and is probably less 
work for UM professors. But after all the 
Zoom bullshit we endured last year, I think 
we can understand the barriers this kind 
of online education creates for learning. 

Roommates Sarah Boggs and Hunter Dow drink beverages outside of the Rhinoceros Bar in downtown 
Missoula. The Rhino only has three TVs, but it does have a staggering 50 beers on tap, about as many as 
every other bar listed. DANIEL DUENSING | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Sports | Sammy’s going deep!

Samuel Akem’s journey into the hearts of Griz fans
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Montana redshirt senior wide receiver Samuel Akem rushes down the sideline as the Griz faced off against 
Eastern Washington in Cheney, Washington, Oct. 2. Hailing from Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, Akem is one of 
Montana’s best receivers and will be key in UM’s matchup against Montana State on Nov. 20. ANTONIO 
IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

Samuel Akem knew from third grade that 
his passion was football. 

In his first-ever game, in his hometown of 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, he excelled.

“I think I had like three or four touch-
downs, and it was a really good day for me,” 
Akem said. “I remember just walking off 
the field and everyone congratulating me. I 
just felt really good about myself after that 
game and I just always wanted to have that 
feeling playing football.”

Now, Akem is Montana’s No. 1 receiver 
and will be key in UM’s matchup with rival 
Montana State on Nov. 20. 

Akem’s career at the University of Mon-
tana started with one simple direct message 
from former Griz defensive coordinator 
Jason Semore. He received similar offers 
from colleges in Division III competition, 
but nothing on the Division I level.

The NCAA predicts there is only a 7% 
chance one of the more than 1 million 
high school football players who enter 
the recruiting pool each year will make 
a collegiate roster. Akem and his brother 
Gyasi are two of a select group of athletes 
to compete on the turf of a college field. 
Samuel Akem has become a Top-20 receiver 
for the Grizzlies in both receiving yards 
and touchdowns.

Gyasi Akem was a former linebacker at 
Oklahoma State University and, unlike his 
brother, had multiple offers from high-level 
programs including Clemson, Tennessee, 
and rival Oklahoma. He played all four 
years of his collegiate career as a solid role 
player and special teams member.

Samuel Akem’s path wasn’t as easy as 
his brother’s. After recording career low 
numbers in his final year of high school, 
Akem didn’t know what to expect. His 
brother’s scholarship offers were abundant, 
and Akem believed the same could happen 
for him.

Akem’s initial reaction to his Division I 
offer was one of stoicism. 

“It really didn’t even occur to me that it 
was something to be excited about until, 
cause I had texted my mom I had got the 
offer and then was like, ‘Hey, Montana just 
offered me.’ I was kinda just trying to play it 
off,” Akem said.

Akem spends his time working at the 
YMCA, being as involved as he can with 
the Missoula community. Since he came to 
Montana, that has been his mindset.

He has been a fan favorite since arriving 

and a true steal in the midst of the yearly 
recruiting grind for many high-level football 
programs. He was also the first university of 
Montana athlete to benefit from the NCAA’s 
new name, image and likeness rules.

Akem’s friend and former teammate Sam-
ori Toure was another Grizzly fan favorite 
before transferring to Nebraska. He is an 
avid supporter of Akem and the Grizzlies, 
constantly praising his former teammate on 
social media.

“About time they wake up!! Do what you 
do,” Toure tweeted after Akem was put on 
watch for the Walter Payton Award.

After the Grizzly’s win over Northern 
Colorado, Samuel Akem recorded his 27th 
career touchdown along with passing 
Toure’s spot on the Grizzly all-time recep-
tion list earlier this season.

The memories of coming from near sea 
level at Oklahoma to the sprawling Rockies 
of western Montana still leave an impres-
sion on Akem.

“It was like a big shock. It was crazy,” 
Akem said. “I always tell people this story, 
but I remember my first time walking across 
campus during the night time. I remember 
I was walking towards the Oval and I could 
see something, which turned out to be the 
M in the background, but it was dark so 
I didn’t know what it was and I was like, 
‘What is that? What’s that big shadow? Oh, 
that’s a mountain.’”

In the 2019 season, Akem suffered a 
foot injury that sidelined him for the rest 
of the season, including UM’s 48-14 loss to 
Montana State. While Akem was rehabili-
tating from the foot injury, Toure entered 
the transfer portal and eventually went to 
Nebraska.

Akem’s return has been successful as 
a player and as a leader. He is a college 
graduate with a degree in psychology and 
is a member of the Athletics Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee. His drive goes beyond 
his sport.

His family, friends and coaches find so-
lace in knowing his success doesn’t end at 
football. “He was really the one who kinda 
made me realize that it was kind of a big 
deal and that it was life-changing,” Akem 
said. 

So far in 2021, Akem has 35 catches for 
473 yards and five touchdowns. The red-
shirt senior will face off against Montana 
State at noon on Nov. 20.

“He plays hard and puts in the work,” 
head football coach Bobby Hauck said.

Sports | Super strikers
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Montana defender Taylor Hansen (12) battles for possession as Portland Pilots’ Ellie Walker swipes in for 
a steal during the second half at the Grizzly Soccer Complex, Aug. 22. After a dominant performance in 
the Big Sky Tournament, the UM soccer team’s season came to a close with a 0-3 loss to Washington 
State on the road in the first round of the NCAA tournament. ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Opinion: College GameDay wasted our time, but it’s okay
For the last two weeks, College GameDay 

led on football fans in Montana. The famous 
ESPN show treated Griz and Bobcat nation 
like a cat treats a half-dead mouse, playing 
with us until it got bored and then moved on. 

Hosts from the show — and even the show 
itself — tweeted coy responses to tweets asking 
the show to come to Missoula, which hinted 
the show would be pulling up on the Oval for 
the Brawl of the Wild. But ultimately, ESPN 
announced on Nov. 13 that College GameDay 
would go to Ohio State University, where it has 
already been multiple times. The comment 
section of College GameDay’s post about Ohio 
State became a warzone filled with insults 
from Griz faithfuls. 

“Instead of doing something fresh and cre-
ative with #GrizOnGameDay you are heading 
to Columbus for a game whose winner MIGHT 
get the opportunity to get eliminated in the 
first round of the playoffs. Yawn! Oh well, the 
#BrawloftheWild doesn’t need you!” comment-
ed a Twitter user named Siligo Slim.

“You suck,” added Griz fan Brink Wahlberg. 
The announcement was disappointing par-

ticularly because of the effort behind the #Gri-
zonGameDay campaign, which summoned 
the likes of J.K. Simmons, Michael Keaton, Jeff 
Ament, Sens. Jon Tester and Steve Daines and 
several other Montana-based celebrities to 
pitch the idea of GameDay in Missoula. 

An important question is why the ESPN 
show didn’t come. Some would say it is 
because the Brawl of the Wild will be aired 
on ROOT Sports and not ESPN. But College 
GameDay is a pregame show, so it doesn’t 
really matter. 

Others say it is because host Kirk Herbstreit 
has to be a commentator for a different game at 
noon, so he wouldn’t be able to leave Montana 
in time. 

One would be quick to point out it would 
be easy for ESPN to find a different host. It 
sounds like Herbstreit knew calling a football 
game was something only he could do.  

But not all is lost.
Montana and Montana State will still be 

playing for the 120th time, and tickets have 

been sold out for months. Both teams are 
ranked in the top 10 in the FCS and have three 
losses combined. 

“We’re always excited for that game [UM 
vs MSU],” UM head coach Bobby Hauck said.  
“Certainly we’re well aware of who we play.” 

Montana State is on a winning streak 
against UM, but the Griz, led by a veteran de-

fense, have a chance to change that. The game 
will be played in Missoula, where over 25,000 
fans will file into the aptly nicknamed “Mecca 
of the FCS,” Washington-Grizzly Stadium. 

The Griz beat Washington, the ‘Cats haven’t 
lost since September. State bragging rights 
are on the line and ESPN can’t take that away 
from us. 

UM soccer’s stellar season comes to a close 
After a dominant performance in the 

Big Sky Conference Tournament, the 
University of Montana soccer team’s sea-
son closed with a 0-3 loss to Washington 
State on the road in the first round of the 
NCAA tournament.

“It’s time to stop losing in the opening 
round, right. It is becoming frustrating,” 
coach Chris Citowicki said.

The Griz finished with an overall 
record of 13-6-1 and a stellar conference 
mark of 7-1-1. The single conference loss 
came against Northern Colorado on the 
road. 

After that loss, Citowicki often talked 
about how he figured out the key to scor-
ing goals and being productive on offense. 
In UM’s four regular season games after 
the Northern Colorado loss, it scored a 
total of eight goals. 

A star for UM throughout the season 
was redshirt freshman goalkeeper Camel-
lia Xu, who won Big Sky Conference Goal-
keeper of the Year and Big Sky Confer-
ence Tournament MVP. The 5’8” Canada 

native had 11 shutouts for the year.
In the match against Washington 

State at the NCAA tournament, UM’s Ali 
Monroe nearly scored a goal early, but 
the Cougars ended up leading the Griz 
1-0 at halftime. Washington State finished 
the game — and UM’s season — with a 3-0 
score. 

“I feel like we did a very good job of 
that. We hung around for as long as we 
possibly could. I’m very proud of the team 
for that,” Citowicki said. 

Eight of UM’s 11 starters will return 
in 2022. Graduating starters for UM are 
Taylor Hansen, Taylor Stoeger and Caitlin 
Rogers, who all were on the Big Sky Con-
ference First Team.

Hansen has played more minutes than 
any UM soccer player ever and was the 
captain for the Griz this year. Stoeger 
led the team in scoring, while Rogers 
anchored UM’s back line a year after 
breaking her leg. 

Washington State will face Tennessee in 
the next round of the NCAA tournament. 

JACK MARSHALL
jack.marshall@umontana.edu



Gallery | Honoring our heroes

Veterans Day 2021 through the eyes of J-School photojournalists
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Marvin Parker, paymaster of the Marine Corps League Bitterroot Detachment 937, holds an empty bullet 
casing in his mouth after a gun salute with two other Marine Corps members during the Veterans Day 
observance in Hamilton. RICHARD FORBES | SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Snow falls during the 95th annual Veterans Day ceremony outside the Missoula County Courthouse.
VAN FISHER | SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

A member of VFW Post 209 Honor Guard fires a 
gun salute as part of the ceremony at the Missoula 
County Courthouse. 
NATE SANCHEZ | SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Deb Strickland, left, Marcus Burnham, middle, and Mike Shine, right, members of the American Legion 
Ravalli Post 47, share a laugh before the 32nd annual Veterans Day ceremony at the Ravalli County Museum. 
All three members served in the Vietnam War. ASHLEY MILLER | SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Jan Reidy Swanson places a penny on her father’s 
headstone at the Western Montana State Veterans 
Cemetery in Missoula. Her mother, Alvina Eva Reidy, 
died in April and will be buried on the opposite side 
of the headstone.
JASON STAHL | SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

UM PHOTOJOURNALISM STUDENTS | SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Montanans gathered to celebrate 
Veterans Day on Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021. 
Communities came together to honor the 
service of American military members 
through gatherings at memorial sites, 
schools and courthouses.

Student photojournalists from the Uni-
versity of Montana School of Journalism 
traveled across Western Montana to pro-
duce this photo gallery as part of Associate 
Professor Jeremy Lurgio’s Intermediate 
Photojournalism class.  


