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The Montana Kaimin is a weekly independent student 
newspaper at the University of Montana. The Kaimin office 
and the University of Montana are located on land originally 
inhabited by the Salish People. Kaimin is a derivative of a Salish 
language word, “Qe‘ymin,” that is pronounced kay-MEEN and 
means “book,” “message” or “paper that brings news.”
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Kaimin Editorial

In an email to University of Montana 
students on April 1, President Seth Bodnar 
recognized that April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, and called for aware-
ness of these issues to extend beyond this 
month. His email came the same week 
the Kaimin shared the story of a Missoula 
high schooler who was sexually assault-
ed by a former UM student. The former 
student was sentenced to four years of 
probation.

A few days before, the Washington Post 
picked up a story from Butte, where a 
former Montana Tech football player was 
sentenced to four years of probation for 
rape.

“The responsibility for awareness and 
prevention belongs to all of us,” Bodnar 
wrote. 

His message is an important one. But 
the Kaimin would like to use this month, 
and Bodnar’s email, as a jumping off point 
to talk about the realities survivors face. 
Especially the survivors who choose not to 
share their stories.  

According to the Rape and Incest 
National Network, 13% of students on 
college campuses experience rape. Fur-
ther, 26.4% of female and 6.8% of male 
undergraduate students experience rape 
or sexual assault. But RAINN also found 
only 1 in 5 female survivors “received 
assistance from a victims services agency” 
— meaning a number of survivors do not 
report their assaults.

The underreporting of rape on college 
campuses is common. In 2016, the Amer-
ican Association of University Women 
found that 89% of 11,000 campuses it 
investigated failed to disclose even one 
incident of rape — even though it’s more 
common than this. 

In UM’s 2021 Annual Campus Security 
and Fire Safety Report, UM reported 22 
cases of rape — both on and off campus — 
from 2018 to 2020. But the actual num-
ber of rapes is likely higher than those 
reported.

Survivors don’t report for a number 
of reasons — from fear of retaliation to 
concerns they won’t be taken seriously if 
they do report. 

New additions to Title IX under the 
Trump administration in 2020, meant to 
protect the due process rights of those ac-
cused of assault, have also added barriers 
to reporting. 

Instead of simply proving a bulk of evi-

dence, schools must now meet a clear and 
convincing standard of evidence — a much 
higher standard. Originally there was also 
a change that forced anyone who came 
forward to Title IX to sit through a hearing 
with their accused assaulter, though this 
was struck down by a federal court in July 
2021.

These changes to Title IX were widely 
criticized, as they place the burden of 
proof for assault on the survivor, and 
they’ve also impacted the Title IX office 
here at UM. 

Apart from Title IX, survivors can visit 
UM’s Student Advocacy Resource Center 
if they want to pursue action following 
their assault or Curry Health counseling if 
they want to talk to someone. While SARC 
is free, the group can only offer eight 
counseling sessions before maxing out. 
And Curry’s counseling appointments are 
not free, costing $25 per session. 

One way for UM to support survivors 
beyond just this month is to make Curry’s 
counseling services free of charge for sur-
vivors who don’t feel comfortable coming 
forward through channels like Title IX or 
SARC. And luckily for campus, a proposed 
ASUM referendum aims to do just this, 
alleviating the cost of Curry’s counseling 
services for all students who need them 
with a $30 opt-in fee for students’ bills. 

The Kaimin ardently supports this ref-
erendum and hopes UM does too. It’s nice 
to see students taking action. We think 
it would be even nicer if UM pitched in 
some way as well. 

With Title IX changes that place greater 
burdens of evidence on survivors and 
numbers that show survivors don’t feel 
supported by institutions, it’s important 
for UM to take action showing it cares 
about survivors here.

If UM wants to make sexual assault on 
campus visible and ensure students who 
have experienced these traumatic events 
feel supported, it should make its resourc-
es free and accessible. 

Because chances are, we all know a sur-
vivor. And whether they choose to share 
their stories or not, they deserve free 
access to support.

— Mariah Thomas, Features Editor

Like us? Hate us? Let us know!
email us your opinions at editor@montanakaimin.com
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Difficulty: Easy 
HOW TO SOLVE: 

Answer to Previous Sudoku: 

Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

22 11 33
77 66 55 22
99

99 55 22
44 33
99 88

88 77
33 66 22
22 44 88

88 66 22 44 11 77 55 33 99
44 33 55 22 99 66 11 77 88
77 11 99 33 88 55 66 44 22
22 99 77 11 66 33 88 55 44
11 88 33 55 22 44 77 99 66
66 55 44 99 77 88 22 11 33
99 22 66 77 33 11 44 88 55
33 44 11 88 55 22 99 66 77
55 77 88 66 44 99 33 22 11

  

University of Montana dancers put on an eye-catching tap dance performance titled “Anything Goes” 
during the University’s Odyssey of the Stars event at the Dennison Theater on April 2. All of the featured 
student and faculty performers are part of UM’s College of Arts and Media. The event paid tribute to UM 
performing and visual arts alumni. SHANNA MADISON | MONTANA KAIMIN

UM celebrates students’ artistic journeys

Supporting survivors goes beyond 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month
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IRON GRIZ DELAYS OPENING TO MAY 

The University of Montana Campus Din-
ing’s restaurant delayed reopening from 
the end of March to May 16, citing the 
need for more student staffing to best serve 
the summer golfing season.

The Iron Griz initially closed at the end 
of January because of short staffing within 
the restaurant and broader campus dining. 
UM Dining moved some of the student 
employees at the restaurant to different 
locations on campus, like the Food Zoo.

Trail Bundy, UM Dining’s marketing and 
communications manager, said the Iron 
Griz closed when there were 260 vacant 
student employee positions within dining. 
Bundy said the employee movement from 
the Iron Griz to other locations was cru-
cial for reopening the Food Zoo for lunch 
hours.

The Iron Griz will be reopening for the 

After the blazing hot crimefest over spring 
break, UM crooks are cooling down. Between 
March 29 and good ol’ April Fools’ Day, 
University of Montana Police saw six crimes. 
Half of this week’s crimes were thefts.

TUESDAY 3/29 - BUMPER CARS
Two cars crashed into each other in Lot Z 

by the Recreation Center at 11 a.m. Luckily, 
there were no injuries, and the two drivers 
chatted like adults to send a report to their 
insurance companies. See, this is the right 
way to deal with an impact, folks. 

WEDNESDAY 3/30 - NO PAY, NO GAIN
A contracted worker walked out of a 

project with telecommunications equip-
ment without completing a job at Aber Hall. 
Officers were so confused they assumed it 
had to be a mistake or a miscommunication. 
The worker was sent by a company that knew 
their name, face and everything. “They’d 
have to be the stupidest criminal in the 
world,” UMPD chief Brad Giffin said. Rest 
assured, it wasn’t a poorly executed theft. In-
stead, it was a civil issue — the worker hadn’t 
been paid, and they weren’t about to do a job 
for free.

WEDNESDAY 3/30 - UNKNOWN SMOKER
An unknown man who appeared to be in 

his late 30s or early 40s was smoking weed 
outside the University Center around 5:30 
p.m. UM is still a smoke-free campus, so 
someone called UMPD to shoo the smoker 
away. By the time officers arrived, the alleged 
toker was gone.

THURSDAY 3/31 - 75 INCHES STOLEN
Around 9 a.m., the Lommasson Center 

reported a tragic loss: a stolen 75-inch televi-
sion. The TV was stolen sometime between 
March 17 and 21, and because the area is 
under construction, it feels like everyone and 
their mother has access to the building. With 
the wide time window and little to work off, 
UMPD has no suspects. But why a 75-inch 
TV? We don’t suppose they may be compen-
sating for something, do we?

THURSDAY 3/31 - MOVE ALONG
A man was told to scram by officers after 

he was found trespassing on UM property. 
The man was previously involved in some 
family disturbance issues, and officers knew 
he had no reason to be there. While the man 
wasn’t arrested, officers told him he would be 
cited if he was spotted on UM property again.

News | UM current events

Briefs: Iron Griz delayed, online camping 
research, ASUM starts campaign season CHRISTINE COMPTON

christine.compton@umontana.edu
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summer season with a new menu, and will 
be hiring extra positions to meet the high 
demand during golf season. Bundy said af-
ter reopening, the restaurant will continue 
its year-round services, but will likely need 
to train an entirely new student staff after 
this semester’s closure. (Emily Tschetter)

UM RESEARCH: CAMPING RESERVATIONS 
NOT EQUITABLE 

A new study from the UM’s forestry 
school pointed to online camping reserva-
tions as an inequitable barrier after pop-
ularity in national parks exploded during 
the pandemic.

The national research, led by professors 
at the W.A. Franke College of Forestry, 
used federal camping data and mobile 
device location technology to correlate 
ethnicity and income with those who 
camped at five national parks that use 
online ticketing. 

The researchers concluded that, on 
average, campers using online reservations 
came from significantly higher portions of 
white residency and income compared to 
sites with no online reservations.

UM Assistant Professor Will Rice told 
the UM News Service there are many 
reasons for the barriers, but attributed it to 
technology and workforce dynamics.

“To use these systems you need high-
speed internet, which can be a problem 
for some campers — particularly in remote 
places like we have in Montana,” Rice 
explained. “You also need flexibility to 
plan your trip for six months from now. 
People with lower-income jobs often don’t 
have the ability to set vacations that far in 
advance.”

Glacier National Park, located on the 
north edge of Montana, has two areas 
open to online reservations. (Griffen 
Smith)

INDIAN COUNTRY TODAY EDITOR TO GIVE 
DEAN STONE LECTURE

For the first time in two years, the 
School of Journalism’s annual Dean Stone 
awards will return in person and feature 
an April 7 lecture from the editor-at-large 
of Indian Country Today. 

Mark Trahant, editor-at-large for ICT, 
will focus his talk on the need to have 

more voices in journalism. “Crafting a 
Narrative of Indigenous Excellence” at 7 
p.m. in the University Center Theater, will 
kick off the annual journalism scholarship 
banquet.

Trahant, a member of the Shoshone-Ban-
nock Tribes, is known for developing the 
first comprehensive database of American 
Indians and Alaskan Natives running for 
office. 

At ICT, Trahant oversees a daily digital 
platform that reaches 800,000 readers a 
month. The platform, which started in 
1981 as a print publication, relaunched 
as an online platform in 2017, alongside 
a television presence in more than 30 
markets. 

Before ICT, he reported for PBS’s “Front-
line,” edited the opinion section for the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, and worked for 
the Arizona Republic, Salt Lake Tribune, 
the Seattle Times, the Navajo Times Today 
and Sho-Ban News. (GS)

ASUM KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN SEASON, 
KAIMIN TO HOST DEBATE

The Associated Students at the Universi-
ty of Montana allowed candidates to start 
campaigning April 4 as elections for UM’s 
next student-body government will take 
place online this month. 

ASUM is responsible for funding 
student groups, running student transpor-
tation and passing resolutions and policy 
plans in its weekly senate meeting. Any 
student can run for ASUM senate, business 
manager or the executive team. The filing 
deadline to run for senate is April 18. 

The schedule for the election season is 
packed with candidate information ses-
sions and a debate hosted by the Kaimin. 
The debate, which will feature the execu-
tive teams, business manager and senate 
candidates, is set for April 19 at 6 p.m. in 
the University Center Theater. In-person 
attendance is encouraged.

With more than two executive teams 
running for president and vice president, 
there will be a primary on April 20. 

Voting for the general election will open 
from April 27 to 28 for the 2023 ASUM 
senate. The Kaimin will release an election 
preview guide on April 21, detailing the 
candidates and ballot referendums up for 
grabs this year. (GS)

Horoscope 
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ACROSS
1 Cut a rug 67 Pipe thread type 27 Quite a few
6 Otologist's 68 TV host Couric 28 Distinctive air

concern 69 Like grass at 29 Airport workers
10 Tolkien dawn 32 Vera's husband

creatures 70 Whole lot on "Cheers"
14 Squirrel's stash 71 ___ preview 34 PlayStation 
15 Bird feeder fill maker
16 Brazilian soccer  DOWN 37 Edit menu option

legend 1 June honorees 38 Distort, in a way
17 Sci-fi extra 2 Farmland unit 40 Maze choices
18 Ivan the Terrible, 3 Palindromic time 42 Funny fellow

e.g. 4 Fresh, as lettuce 45 Metal cap on a 
19 Declare 5 Win the favor of stick
20 Has a hunch 6 VA time zone 49 Pretzels and 
22 Juliet, to Romeo 7 "The Sound of such
24 Scenic view Music" setting 51 Overzealous
26 Headed up 8 Naval officer 52 Chilling, say
27 Trail the pack 9 Pull strings? 54 Physics particles
30 Like some 10 Australian gem 55 Hawke of 

heartbeats 11 Prince's backing Hollywood
31 African grazer band 57 Circular current
33 Not theirs 12 Section of garlic 59 Score unit
35 Pack of paper 13 Used a Singer 60 Kyrgyzstan's 
36 Water lily 21 Trapper's device continent
39 Speeder stopper 23 Top scout 61 Sneaky look
41 Skater's hangout 25 In working order 64 Clinch, with "up"
43 Hot spot
44 Bushy coif
46 Pie à la __
47 Big Apple paper,

briefly
48 Pacers and 

Pistons
50 "___ what?"
51 Former slugger

Carew
53 Type of fracture
56 Forefather
58 Short snooze
62 Magpie or 

macaw
63 Load to bear
65 Decided
66 Frosted a cake
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Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

D R O V E E G G S M A T H
R E M I X T A U T O L I O
I N E V I T A B L E N O E L
L E G A T O F L A T T E R Y
L E A P U R E L O G

L O S E S S P O R T S
T I T I L L A T E M A R E
E N A B L E D I N G E N U E
A C R E S I D E O R D E R
S H O R T S M E S S Y

A H A A R T S L A C
L O W L Y I N G L A T I N A
X X I I N O I S E M A K E R
V E N T T O N E E M E N D
I N K Y S K E W R E S T S

You know what time it is: time to get SHREKED! 
That’s right, it’s time we reminisce on the single great-
est film franchise of all time. Don’t lie, we know you 
still watch these movies. Even though many of us pre-
tend like the third and fourth movies did not happen, 
they are still more entertaining than any Tarantino film 
and that’s ON GOD. Though we might not be living in 
Far Far Away Land, let’s find out which Shrek charac-
ter you are. 

ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): DôNGkē! You’re the 
ultimate chaotic friend. Like, for some reason no one 
invites you to places, but you always end up there. It’s 
fine though, you’re the life of the party and everyone’s 
*mostly* glad you’re there.

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Shrek just wants to be 
one with nature, chilling in his swamp just doing 
ogre things. You and Shrek would be best friends just 
living the ultimate cottage-core life, listening to T-Swift 
constantly. 

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): Just like the fairy godmother, 
you do what it takes to take the cake. Does that mean 
lying about your true intentions and manipulating an 
entire town just so your son could get a lil bit of that 
Fiona ass? Yes. 

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): Why do Jessica and Shmes-
sica keep going to the bathroom without telling you? 
This is the eighth time tonight. You out here looking 
like Blind Mouse #2 just standing there, alone, without 
your squad. 

LEO (JULY 23–AUG. 22): Lord Farquaad be sucking his 
own dick. It’s not because he’s a short king but because 
he’s literally the fucking worst. Short-king spring is 
canceled. 

VIRGO (AUG. 23–SEP. 22): Daddy Prince Harold, but after 
he risked his own life to intercept the curse that would 
kill Shrek. Aka Froggy Prince Harold. Though you 
aren’t a frog or a father, you still would risk it all for 
literally anyone. 

LIBRA (SEP. 23–OCT. 22): Why did they have to make Pin-
occhio part of the movies? He’s such a whiny bitch like 
bruh you do NOT want to be a real boy. Nobody does. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 23–NOV. 21): Puss in Boots is the ultimate 
spicy Latino king. Talk about representation, am I 
right? Are those Blundstones and an extremely over-
priced felt hat from Betty’s Divine? Slay me. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22–DEC. 22): Donkey was so down 
bad for that dragussy. Can’t blame him, why do they 
gotta make her so fine tho? Just like the dragon, you 
give off the sexy-scary-bitch vibes. A lethal combo 
nobody can resist, apparently. 

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23–JAN. 19): You would do anything 
for the homies, just like Mongo, the giant gingerbread 
man. King sacrificed his LIFE so the homies could save 
the day. Truly a hero. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20–FEB. 18): Princess Fiona is the girl-
boss we needed, and shawty SERVED. Everyone has a 
dark side, she was just the one who wasn’t afraid to let 
true ogre shine. Just like you, let the bitch free. 

PISCES (FEB. 19–MARCH 20): Prince Charming with his 
goddamn middle part hair — the first sign of mommy is-
sues. Li’l baby got some emotional manipulation vibes 
and we don’t stand for that. Unless you have a trust 
fund, then maybe a little bit.

MCKENNA JOHNSON | MONTANA KAIMIN

CLARISE LARSON
clarise.larson@umontana.edu

BlotterBlotter

“Crafting a Narrative of 
Indigenous Excellence”

Thursday, April 7 at 7 p.m. 
UC Theater - 3rd Floor 

Free and open to the public

2022 Dean Stone Lecture  

Mark Trahant
Editor at Large - Indian Country Today

The Shrek-o-scope
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Law School makes largest ranking jump nationwide

Exterior view of the Alexander Blewett III School 
of Law on the University of Montana campus. 
KENNEDY DELAP | MONTANA KAIMIN

The University of Montana law school 
made the biggest ranking jump out of any 
college, placing 103rd in the 2023 U.S. 
News and World Report list for best law 
schools on March 28.

Prospective students and faculty 
nationwide regard the U.S. News’ annual 
list as the premier ranking of law schools 
across the country, and the UM law school 
moved up 31 spots in this year’s list. The 
rankings factor in metrics like GPAs and 
LSAT scores from incoming classes, facul-
ty-to-student ratios and bar exam passage 
rates.

Acting law school deans Monte Mills 
and Cathay Y.N. Smith said they were 
excited when they saw the list’s release, 
but said the ranking does not directly influ-
ence the school’s curriculum or mission.

“We’re more than worthy of the jump 
we’ve seen this year, but if it would have 
been the opposite I’m not sure I would feel 

all that different about what we’re doing,” 
Mills said. “The school has been commit-
ted to our way of teaching law students, 
and if that means we do well in the rank-
ings, great. If it doesn’t, I’m not sure that 
really affects our commitment to helping 
prepare students to practice law.”

The deans said the yearly ranking can 
factor into graduate competitiveness in 
finding jobs and clerkships, as well as for 
law journal college residency and new 
faculty talent.

Although they are grateful for UM’s 
recognition, the deans said law schools 
cannot be objectively ranked because in-
dividual student experiences differ within 
each college. Smith suggested U.S. News 
evaluate the cost of education for each 
school rather than student debt in their 
rankings.

“People have raised concerns for law 
schools that singularly focus on rankings,” 
Smith said. “There’s concerns that they 
would be worried about admitting stu-
dents who are not independently wealthy. 
Then that person would be preferred for 

graduating with zero debt versus admitting 
a student who will need to take out loans 
to pay for school.”

Mills and Smith only plan to remain 
in their roles as acting deans of the law 
school for the rest of the semester. They 
said interviews with three finalists for the 
dean position will conclude the week of 
April 11, and they hope to announce the 
new permanent dean soon after.

“This really helps set the stage for the 
next chapter in law school leadership,” 
Mills said. “It makes it a lot easier to tell 
them we went up 31 spots rather than 
down.”

The law school has steadily increased 
in enrollment each year since 2018, and 
Smith and Mills are hopeful the ranking 
jump will continue the upward trajectory 
for the college’s growth.

“We have a new class of students com-
ing in the fall, and hopefully we will come 
back to an in-person education on a more 
regular basis,” Mills said. “It feels like a 
new time and this is a great way to set that 
chapter in motion.”

BUY TICKETS: MISSOULASYMPHONY.ORG • (406) 721-3194 

SATURDAY, APRIL 9 • 7:30PM
SUNDAY, APRIL 10 • 3:00PM

Flutes. Culture. The 
Missoula Symphony 
Orchestra & Chorale. 
What more could you ask for?

DENNISON THEATRE, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA   •   SPECIAL PRICES FOR STUDENTS   •   FREE LIVE STREAM WITH TICKET PURCHASE   

TYE BROWN
tye.brown@umconnect.umt.edu

News | Standing soar
UM addresses parking frustrations, looks to expand campus lots

6  April 7, 2022  montanakaimin.com

A section of the Adams Center parking lot is undergoing demolition to make room for UM’s new Montana Museum of 
Arts and Culture, which is expected to be completed in 2023. Around 200 parking spaces in Lot P  have been removed. 
Once construction is complete, about 80-100 parking spots will be restored. NATE SANCHEZ | MONTANA KAIMIN

When law school student Frank Kuhl 
returned from spring break on March 28, 
half of the usual parking area near his 
building was fenced off, and the adjoining 
half already filled up with daily commut-
ers. After circling campus, luckily, Kuhl 
found a tight spot along West Fifth Street.

“It seems like this lot services a lot of 
buildings, particularly for the law school,” 
Kuhl said. “Some students come in earlier, 
sometimes they come in later. If you come 
in anytime pretty much past 8:30, you’re 
kind of out of luck.”

Close to the Adams Center and Wash-
ington-Grizzly Stadium, the razing of 
around 220 parking spaces in Lot P started 
over spring break. The initial demolition 
comes before the construction of the 
Montana Museum of Arts and Culture 
(MMAC), expected to be completed in 
2023.

Kuhl said he was unaware before spring 
break that convenient parking could be 
harder to find for the rest of the semester. 
Though UMPD sent an email reminder 
before break, Kuhl and other students 
neglected to check their inboxes while out 
of class.

Paula Short drove around a golf cart on 
the north-end of campus March 30, taking 
pictures of the unfilled parking spots. 
As Associate Vice President of Campus 
Preparedness and Response, Short is 
in charge of managing the new parking 
hurdles at UM, addressing student frustra-

tions and drafting mass commu-
nications to update students and 
faculty of alternative parking 
options.

Short said many of the decal 
lots she passes — including the 
River Bowl lots, outside the Facil-
ities Services building, beneath 
Sentinel and along campus drive 
— are rarely at capacity. Short said 
irritation over limited parking is 
valid, but attributes those annoy-
ances to a lack of information 
about UM’s other parking lots.

“I don’t doubt [frustrations] 
are real. Parking is getting really 
difficult,” Short said. “Is there a 
lack of parking? Or is there a lack 
of convenient parking?”

Short has tried to get the word 
out, primarily through email, but 
finds it difficult to reach students. 
She considered sending a mass 
text to students before classes 
to remind them of construction. 
However, the text platform UM 
uses is meant only for emergency 
alerts. 

“There’s not a way to stratify it 
and send it just to students,” Short 
said. “It goes to your mom in New 
Jersey that wanted to opt in to the 
campus alerts.”

The pictures Short takes of 
the alternative lots are meant for 

this could reduce the number of potential 
tickets for students.

Short also wants to bring more attention 
to the Park and Ride system. Next to Dorn-
blaser Field, students or faculty can park 
off-campus indefinitely for free and ride 
UDash to the University. Short said that 
lot is abundant with empty spaces.

Once the MMAC finishes construction 
in fall 2023, Short estimates about 80-100 
parking spots will be restored to Lot P.

As enrollment at the University in-
creased last fall — and projects for a new 
dining hall, heating plant, museum and 
athletic training facility broke ground — 
the demand for accessible and convenient 
parking has increased in the last year. 
Missoula city code states that there must 
be one parking space available for every 
three students.

Jameel Chaudhry, associate director of 
planning, design and construction at UM, 
said with the  new buildings, new parking 
lots need to follow. There is a difficult bal-
ance, he said, when choosing which green 
spaces to replace with asphalt.

“There are some on campus that are 
going to get pissed off by not having the 
greenery, the other half that they don’t 
have enough parking,” Chaudhry said.

Currently, Chaudhry has optioned 
around a dozen places across campus 
to expand parking. Among these are an 
extension to the dorm lot south of Pantzer, 
the courtyard between Miller and Duni-
way and part of the tennis courts.

Chaudhry said the expansion of surface 
lots is still enormously cheaper than build-
ing a single multi-level parking structure. 
The estimated cost to add 750 additional 
parking spaces in surface lots is $1.8 
million, compared to $25 million for 250 
more spots in a parking garage.

Dave Kuntz, UM’s director of strategic 
communications, said President Bodnar is 
looking over optioned lots. 

“They’ve been looking at extending 
parking for some time. Obviously that 
process takes time,” Kuntz said. “With half 
of parking Lot P being under construction 
for the next year, that conversation has 
become more relevant in recent weeks.”

her reference when drafting emails to 
students, and for Noah Durnell, president 
of ASUM. Durnell said he has fielded 
questions about the parking situation from 
students and faculty and is working close-
ly with Short to find ways to connect with 
the UM population.

“Student concerns are very real right 
now,” Durnell said. “I hope to just shed a 
little bit of clarity on where they can find 
a better opportunity for parking. Mean-
while, ASUM is still working on changing 
actual parking policies, getting new infra-
structure for parking.”

Some of the options Durnell has con-
sidered to streamline parking include 
changing a number of reserved and me-
tered spots to decal spots, updating signs 
on campus to clarify parking rules and 
finding satellite parking off-campus for 
those who live in dorms.

UMPD is looking into options that 
would increase parking availability in 
lots not currently designated for parking 
passes, according to Brad Giffin, Universi-
ty of Montana chief of police. Giffin said 
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The triumphs

In early 2020, former Lady Griz player 
Taylor Goligoski had just seen her college 
career come to an end. Goligoski, a Hamilton 
native, played four years of basketball at UM. 
She took a year and a half off playing before 
committing to a professional team in the 
Czech Republic called BK Loko Trutnov. 

The move was her first from Montana. 
Goligoski loves fishing. Her Instagram posts 
from Montana consist of her catching mas-
sive trout in the Bitterroot. She loves playing 
in Europe, but if there’s something she miss-
es, it’s fishing. 

“One of the first things I asked my team-
mates was ‘Do you guys have anywhere to 
hike, to fish, is there anything over here?’” 
Goligoski said. 

In her first game overseas, Goligoski had 
to play against two WNBA players. Because 
the WNBA season is shorter than an NBA 
season, and the minimum men’s salary is 
almost four times the maximum base salary 
for women, WNBA players often have to play 
overseas in the offseason to maintain a stable 
income. 

“It was pretty cool,” Goligoski said. “It’s 
kind of a ‘welcome to the league’ moment 
a little bit. They beat us by quite a bit, but I 
played pretty well.” 

Even though Goligoski’s had a mostly pos-
itive experience playing aboard, she posted 

a TikTok on April 4 of her stranded in the 
Czech Republic. 

She wrote on the video, “Prague is holding 
me hostage. I need your help,” and included 
her Venmo to try and raise funds for a 
plane ride home. She said she didn’t take a 
COVID-19 test   — which is required to board 
a flight in the Czech Republic — and missed 
her flight.

Former Lady Griz guard McKenzie John-
ston found herself in a similar situation to 
Goligoski when the pandemic hit right after 
her last season ended in 2020. After staying 
in her hometown of Helena for over a year, 
Johnston headed to Germany, where she 
remains. 

She was originally supposed to go to Swe-
den, but that fell through, and then Australia, 
but due to COVID-19 protocols, she couldn’t 
get into the country. Now, in Germany, her 
team is in first place in its league and headed 
to the playoffs. 

“I’m used to being in small towns in Mon-
tana and that’s nothing like it [is] over here, 
but it’s been great,” Johnston said. 

Johnston ended up in Germany with 
fellow Montana native and former University 
of Idaho guard Lizzy Klinker. Klinker, who is 
from Fairview, and Johnston have been able 
to support each other overseas. 

“The weather over here is gloomy and 
rainy, so it gets kind of depressing,” Johnston 
said. “We have just tried to keep our spirits 
up by looking forward to something and just 
communicating with people back home.” 
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SCOTT BLAKNEY, a former 
University of Montana basketball 
player, is facing a big decision. 
Blakney just completed his last 
basketball season with UM, in 

which he only started four games and saw a 
first-round exit from the 2022 Big Sky Con-
ference Tournament. Now he has to decide if 
he wants to retire from basketball and get a 
job in the states or keep playing the sport he 
loves abroad. 

After his college career ended, Blakney 
was ready to focus on life with his master’s 
degree in business administration, but then 
his phone started ringing. Agents wanted 
him to sign with them and pursue playing 
outside of the United States. 

This crossroads isn’t uncommon for ath-
letes like Blakney, who found some success 
in Division I basketball. The big U.S. leagues 
— the National Basketball Association and 
Women’s National Basketball Association — 
are incredibly difficult to enter. 

Only 0.8% of women’s and 1.5% of men’s 
college basketball players make it to the 
WNBA and NBA every year, leaving more 
than 7,000 athletes without a job in a United 
States professional league. Many of these 
athletes come from small schools like Mon-

tana and are left with two options after their 
college careers end: retire from the sport or 
play in a professional league overseas. 

But the experience playing abroad is not 
always the dream many have when thinking 
about a league debut. When these athletes 
go overseas, they are often left isolated by 
language barriers. They also lack support 
from an athletic department or loyal fanbase. 
This can lead to mental health issues among 
athletes, which is becoming a bigger talking 
point as pro athletes like Simone Biles, 
Naomi Osaka and Michael Phelps share their 
stories about mental health battles. 

For athletes like Blakney debating going 
overseas, mental health is placed at the fore-
front when making a decision.

“From talking to former teammates that 
play overseas, they said the number one 
thing that happens over there is it gets kind 
of lonely,” Blakney said. “You’re out there by 
yourself.” 

The struggles

For some, like former UM guard Michael 
Oguine, the COVID-19 pandemic added 
another hurdle in maintaining mental health 

while playing abroad. 
Oguine played four years for the Griz, 

making it to the NCAA tournament twice, 
before committing to play overseas with 
Basket Club Souffelweyersheim in France in 
early 2020. He didn’t speak any French and 
began using the language app Duolingo to 
help him learn. 

When the pandemic hit, Oguine was 
forced to quarantine alone in his apartment 
in a foreign country. He spent all hours of the 
day watching the Sopranos and playing Call 
of Duty Warzone with his friends back home. 

“I played so much that I can’t even touch 
Warzone anymore,” Oguine said. 

Oguine didn’t get to go home to Califor-
nia to see his family for 10 months. The 
only places he went in that time were to 
basketball games, the grocery store and his 
apartment. 

“I was just at my apartment for so long,” 
Oguine said. “In France, we had a pretty 
serious lockdown where you need to fill out a 
form to even leave your house.” 

While Oguine was splitting time between 
basketball and isolation, Sayeed Pridgett, 
a spring 2020 UM graduate, had his final 
college season cut short by COVID-19. 

Pridgett was hungry to prove himself. He 

signed a contract in fall 2020 and went to 
play professionally in Greece. After playing 
there, he got an opportunity to play in the G 
League, the NBA’s developmental league. Af-
ter playing with the Birmingham Squadrons, 
Pridgett headed back overseas in 2021, this 
time to Cyprus. 

Pridgett said one of the most important les-
sons he learned overseas was self discipline.

“You’ve got to be mature because you have 
a lot of time on your hands and you have a 
lot of money,” Pridgett said. “So you can do 
whatever you want.” 

In Cyprus, Pridgett suffered a hairline frac-
ture in his foot. Eventually, his injury led to 
his coach kicking him off the team. Pridgett 
didn’t feel like his coach’s decision was 
fair, but he still headed back to his home of 
Oakland, California, to get treatment on his 
foot. He said he hopes to play overseas again 
when his foot is better. But his advice to 
younger players like Blakney debating going 
professional overseas is a tale of caution. 

“Don’t let it break you, because there’s 
times where it gets frustrating,” Pridgett 
warned. “I don’t go out, I don’t drink … If I’m 
not in the gym I’m in a secluded room by my-
self. People might get depressed about that or 
about that situation.”

Gone Global

UM hoopers keep the dream alive overseas
Story by Jack Marshall 

TOP LEFT: Scott Blakney casts a fly into 
the Clark Fork River looking for trout 
during spring break in Missoula. Blakney 
continues to enjoy Montana’s fishing 
scene after transferring to UM for basket-
ball as a way of “getting out of service” 
and taking a step back from school and 
sports. 

TOP RIGHT: On his third round of pull-
ups, Blakney pushes through the rest 
of his workout set at the Champions 
Center on March 29. Blakney said he has 
always trained hard in the weight room 
for health and fitness during and after 
the basketball season ends. For college 
athletes like Blakney who are debating 
playing basketball professionally over-
seas, mental health is at the forefront 
when making a decision.

LEFT: Blakney in action as he drives 
through the key for a layup during 
the conference match against Eastern 
Washington at Dahlberg Arena on Jan. 29. 
After receiving numerous Division I offers, 
the redshirt senior decided to come to 
Missoula and join UM’s basketball ranks 
after three years playing at the University 
of Idaho.

ASTON KINSELLA | MONTANA KAIMIN
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to play professionally after college. Because 
Haslam spent time in Japan after he graduat-
ed, he knows what it is like to leave home for 
a foreign country. 

“It can be a shock, but it can also be really 
exciting,” Haslam said. 

What does the
 future hold?

Blakney said he will go overseas if he 
finds a situation that is right for him, after he 
graduates from UM with his master’s degree. 
If he can’t find a basketball job he feels will 
work for him, he said he’ll probably return to 
his home state of Washington. 

Along with Blakney, who hasn’t commit-
ted to a team yet, Lady Griz guard Nyah 
Morris-Nelson — another senior leaving UM 
this year — has committed to play with the 
Gold Coast Rollers in her home country of 
Australia. Morris-Nelson first left Australia 
to play at the collegiate level in the United 
States when she was 17. 

All of her teammates at her first school, 
South Plain College, were much older than 
her. In 2019 she transferred to Iowa Western 
Community College. Her first DI opportunity 
came at Montana in 2021, when she played 
in front of no fans as a COVID-19 protocol, 

and the Griz lost in the first round of the 
NCAA tournament.  

Mike Petrino, her coach, wasn’t renewed 
after one year, and Brian Holsinger, her 
fourth head coach in four years, rolled into 
town. A focus in her senior year for Mor-
ris-Nelson and Holsinger was her mentality 
off the court.

“A big thing that Brian and all the other 
coaches have been working on with me is 
just to let myself be vulnerable at times be-
cause I just tend to shut down and close up,” 
Morris-Nelson said.

A highlight of her career was when her 
mom Rebecca traveled from Australia to 
watch her play on UM’s senior night. It was 
the first time her family got to watch her play 
in person in the U.S. and after the game, 
Morris-Nelson and her mom embraced in a 
giant bear hug courtside.  

“She planned that [trip] in the same week 
that she got here,” Morris-Nelson said. “It 
was really exciting.” 

For Morris-Nelson, playing at UM helped 
her find a special team culture, but the 
opportunity to return home and play in Aus-
tralia is an exciting chance to reconnect with 
her family and home country.

Blakney is facing the opposite prospect — 
leaving home. But he has already reached 
out to former Idaho guard Trevon Allen, who 
is playing professionally in Italy right now, 
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Johnston also said she has tried traveling 
to different spots in Europe to help maintain 
her mental health. So far she said she’s 
been to France, Belgium, Spain, Austria, 
Switzerland, Ireland, the United Kingdom 
and Greece. 

After the fact

Joslyn Tinkle, one of the Lady Griz coach-
es, was born in Sweden when her dad, for-
mer Griz basketball player and head coach 
Wayne Tinkle, was playing overseas.

Tinkle remembers starting elementary 
school every year at Hellgate Elementary, but 
then going overseas with her dad once the 
season started. She said she was once put 
in a big school in Spain where her teacher 
didn’t speak any English. After spending days 
doodling in the back of the classroom, Tinkle 
eventually picked up on Spanish. 

“At the end of the year I was doing school 
plays in Spanish,” Tinkle said. “It was just 
awesome because I really had to dive into my 
experience and surroundings.” 

Tinkle returned to Missoula for high 
school where she had a legendary season 
with Big Sky High School before committing 
to play for Stanford. After spending four 
years at Stanford, Tinkle signed with the 
WNBA’s Seattle Storm. 

After a season in the Emerald City, Tinkle 
played professionally in Turkey, Hungary and 
Australia. While playing in Turkey, Tinkle 
matched up against WNBA superstars Sue 
Bird, Diana Taurasi and Candace Parker. 

“They had been my favorite players and 
now I’m sharing a court with them and, 
granted, we’re getting our butts kicked, but 
they’re almost cheering for me because they 
knew we were down by so much,” Tinkle 
said. “That was one of the coolest moments 
in my career.” 

After playing in three different continents, 
Tinkle made the hard decision to stop play-
ing basketball in 2016. 

“It’s really hard even still to this day. I 

retired in 2016. I don’t even like to say that 
word,” Tinkle said. 

Now Tinkle spends her time working with 
current Lady Griz players, not only dealing 
with gameplans on the court, but also giving 
advice off the court. A lot of the players have 
confided in her when dealing with personal 
issues.

“I had a couple of different girls just come 
to my office and they were just struggling 
and broke down,” Tinkle said. “They trusted 

us to be there for them and help them 
through it.”

Tinkle also said the Lady Griz have en-
rolled in Curry Health counseling.

UM Athletic Director Kent Haslam also 
works with coaches on campus to make sure 
athletes are maintaining good mental health. 

“Several years ago you just didn’t talk 
much about it. It was just a very personal 
thing and something you dealt with on your 
own time,” Haslam said. “Athletics has just 
changed dramatically where we speak open-
ly about it and we provide services.” 

Haslam also works with coaches to make 
sure athletes like Blakney are well equipped 

LEFT: Montana’s Nyah Morris-Nelson celebrates with Assistant Coach Joslyn Tinkle after the Lady Griz 
beat Southern Utah during a conference match at Dahlberg Arena on Feb. 24. After joining the Lady 
Griz coaching staff, Tinkle has been a key figure helping players on and off the court who are experi-
encing personal and mental health issues. ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

BELOW: Morris-Nelson shoots from the free throw line in the fourth quarter during a conference 
match against Northern Arizona at Dahlberg Arena on Jan. 22. After leaving home at 17 to play at the 
collegiate level in the U.S., Morris-Nelson recently committed to play with the Gold Coast Rollers in her 
home country of Australia. ASTON KINSELLA | MONTANA KAIMIN

LEFT: Morris-Nelson shares a moment with her 
mom, Rebecca, in the stands after a conference 
match between the Griz and Southern Utah at 
Dahlberg Arena, Feb. 24. The Lady Griz match 
against the Thunderbirds was Rebecca’s first time 
seeing her daughter play basketball in the U.S. 
ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

Lady Griz Assistant Coach Joslyn Tinkle, pictured outside the Adams Center on June 24, 2021, during a press 
conference, was born in Sweden when her dad, former Griz basketball player and head coach Wayne Tinkle, 
was playing professionally overseas. Aside from assisting the Lady Griz on the court, Tinkle also offers 
mental health resources to players who have confided in her. ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

for advice. Allen first went to Poland after 
he graduated from Idaho, and he struggled 
playing in another country at first. 

“He said it does get lonely and he gets 
homesick a little bit, but he likes Italy a lot 
more,” Blakney said. 

For Blakney, who has never been to 
Europe, there are a number of options on 
the table since he signed with an agent on 
April 4. But he has lots of questions before he 
makes a final decision on where to play.

“Is this going to be too much of a culture 

shock or will I be able to go live there and 
be happy and be mentally stable out there?” 
Blakney asked.

Until he decides which team to sign with, 
Blakney will be in Missoula, where he still 
has access to UM’s training facilities and 
new state-of-the-art locker room. He will also 
continue to fish, which, like basketball, he 
has been doing since middle school.

“I was actually just out yesterday,” Blak-
ney said while he sat at his old UM locker. 
“Caught a pretty nice brown [trout].” 

MARIAH KARIS | MONTANA KAIMIN
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UM Lambda celebrates National Trans Day of Visibility

Lambda president 
Bekah Redinger 
welcomes everyone 
to a celebration on 
National Trans Day 
of Visibility held at 
the Branch Center on 
March 31. The cele-
bration was hosted 
by UM’s LGBTQ+ 
community and cam-
pus advocacy group, 
Lambda Alliance. 
LUKAS PRINOS | 
MONTANA KAIMIN

Ember Cuddy still remembers the day 
they were kicked out of their house after 
they came out as gay to their family at 17 
years old. Now 21, Cuddy is openly queer, 
non-binary and UM’s Lambda Alliance sec-
retary. Cuddy uses their story to encourage 
transgender and gender-nonconforming 
people to know things can get better. 

“Trans Day of Visibility is very important 
to me, because it’s my time to remember, 
‘Hey, despite that, you are still here, and 
you’re really happy and you survived that, 
and you can do anything,’” Cuddy said. 
“This day has helped me remember that.” 

On March 31, the University of Mon-
tana’s Branch Center was filled with 
singing, speeches and poetry to celebrate 
National Trans Day of Visibility. The 
celebration was hosted by UM’s LGBTQ+ 
community and advocacy group, Lambda 
Alliance.  

Trans Day of Visibility is a national 
celebration of transgender and gender-non-
conforming people’s accomplishments 
and victories. For many, it also exists as 
a reminder that there is still work to be 
done to educate others, provide safe spaces 
and gain recognition for transgender and 
gender-nonconforming people.

“I think it’s really important that cis-
[gendered] people take moments to not 
listen to other cis[gendered] people,” said 
Ashe Henning, a non-binary freshman 
journalism student. “If they take a moment 
to actually listen to our voices, I feel like 
there would be so much less hate.”

More than 230 anti-LGBTQ+ bills have 
been introduced in 35 states since the 
beginning of this year. Most notably, a bill 
dubbed the “Don’t Say Gay” bill passed 
in Florida. It made headlines as being 
damaging to open discourse on LGBTQ+ 
topics and hurtful to the community. The 
bill, passed in March, bans public school 
teachers from holding classroom instruc-
tion about sexual orientation or gender 
identity in kindergarten through third-
grade classrooms.

“Today is the one day I’m not asking, but 
demanding I am respected,” said Bekah 
Redinger, Lambda president. Redinger, 
who identifies as transmasculine and 
non-binary, said the bill is damaging 
because it stops people from discussing 

queerness in everyday aspects. He hopes 
one day that will change.

The Branch Center event comprised an 
intimate circle of fewer than 20 people 
decorated in pronoun pins. As people 
spoke about their experiences and pride in 
being trans, smiles of encouragement were 
shared. Attendees shed tears as students 
told their stories, from both speakers and 
listeners.

“I really enjoyed [the event] because 
there’s not a lot of spaces where I feel safe 
talking about my life and about my expe-
riences,” Henning said. “It’s really hard to 
find spaces where I’m like, ‘I know I can 
say these things, and I’ll be safe.’ So just 
knowing that you can share authentically, 
and not be worried about your safety is 
really comforting.”

While the environment was welcoming 
and open to all, only five people spoke 
during the event. After, many attendees 
stayed to talk with Lambda officers and 
others within the group. 

Before the Trans Day of Visibility, the 
only nationally recognized holiday for 
transgender people was the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance, which exists to 
mourn and honor the lives of those lost. 
Since 2008, more than 4,000 murders of 
transgender people have been recorded by 
the Trans Murder Monitoring Report. In 
2021 alone, the project reported 375 mur-
ders of transgender people in the U.S.

The Day of Visibility was founded in 
2009 by transgender activist Rachel Cran-
dall. Crandall, the head of Transgender 
Michigan, created the celebratory day in 
response to the overwhelming majority of 
media stories about transgender people 
being focused on violence. 

Crandall started the celebration to 
create a day where people could focus 
on celebrating the lives of transgender 
people and empowering them while also 
acknowledging that due to discrimination, 
not every transgender person is able to or 
wants to be visible.

“Safety is always 100% first. You can’t be 
visible if you’re not safe, which is the very 
sad truth,” Redinger said. 

After the event concluded, Cuddy, 
Redinger and Henning said they believed 
it was a success. They said it’s important 
to offer spaces for transgender people to 
be themselves and be able to share their 
stories and experiences.

HALEY YARBOROUGH
haley.yarborough@umontana.edu

Arts | Shake it up
UM dance returns to Montana Theatre for ‘Dance in Concert’
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ABOVE: From left: Elle 
Lundgren, Hanna Dusek 
and Regan Tintzman 
begin their perfor-
mance of “Biguished,” 
choreographed by Joy 
French on March 29th 
at the school of dance’s 
“Dance in Concert.” The 
event ran from March 31 
through April 2. 

RIGHT: Bathed in golden 
and red studio light, UM 
dance and art student 
Julia Duarte performs 
her solo piece “Baianá” 
on a dark-lit stage as her 
energetic performance 
comes to a close on 
March 29. The event 
featured six choreo-
graphed pieces and is 
the first performance 
since 2019 to premiere at 
the Montana Theatre. 

ASTON KINSELLA | 
MONTANA KAIMIN

With sweeping leaps, twirls and fast 
footwork, University of Montana dance 
and art student Julia Duarte filled the stage 
of the Montana Theatre with a perfor-
mance grounded in her love for her home 
country Brazil. 

“Baianá,” one of six pieces presented in 
UM’s school of dance and the only solo 
piece in “Dance in Concert,” draws inspi-
ration from Afro-Brazilian movements, 
mixed with Duarte’s own style — a style 
she’s developed since she started dancing 
at 3 years old. 

The concert ran from March 31 through 
April 2 and is the first performance since 
2019 to premiere in UM’s Montana The-
atre, which has a stage Duarte said she 
struggled to fill with her solo performance. 

“When the stage is bigger it’s way harder 
to move from one spot to another so I have 
to use much more effort in my perfor-
mance,” Duarte said. “Mostly, it’s making 
sure my presence as an artist and a dancer 
gets through to the audience.” 

Other dancers and choreographers 
ranged from faculty, students and guest 
artists, including nationally renowned cho-
reographer, performer, teacher and curator 
Ishmael Houston-Jones. 

The concert kicked off with Hous-
ton-Jones’ choreographed piece “In my 
perfect world v3.0.” The piece includes 
students standing in a line, improvising 
lines like “in my perfect world equality is 
not a question” and “in my perfect world 
sprinkles have a taste.” In the piece, Hous-
ton-Jones used a highly improvisational 
structure, an opportunity UM students 
said was an adjustment, but a change they 
appreciated. 

“I was guided by just the response of ‘I 
don’t know,’” said Georgia Littig, a senior 
B.A. dance choreography and performance 
candidate. “I got to know the people I was 
dancing with a lot more and I think that 
was possible because of the improvisation-
al exercises.” 

Also choreographing for “Dance in 
Concert” were two adjuncts and two full 
faculty, all four well-known members 
of the regional dance scene: Brooklyn 
Draper, Heidi Jones Eggert, Joy French and 
Faith Morrison.

Draper is an assistant professor of dance 
and co-producer of the concert. She cho-
reographed the piece “Remind Me of my 

Beginnings.” Draper said 
UM’s dance program 
prides itself on bringing 
in guest artists because 
students can get a 
perspective on different 
approaches to choreog-
raphy, movement and 
teaching. 

“Knowing how to gen-
erate movement is really 
important so that when 
students graduate, those 
who want to choreo-
graph or dance have that 
experience of working 
with multiple people,” 
Draper said. 

Beyond the dancers, 
lights and background 
commanded attention 
to the stage. This was 
particularly pertinent 
in Draper’s piece which 
used strobe lights, a dys-
topian-city background 
and electro music. Drap-
er said the focus of the 
piece was to explore how the mechanized 
movement of the dystopian world we live 
in is rooted within the universe. 

“Mountain Divide,” choreographed 
by UM adjunct professor Morrison, is a 
screen dance adaptation to the stage that 
features the recording of the grasslands, 
mountains, lakes and forests of the Ana-
conda Wilderness in southwest Montana. 
Morrison said she and other UM dancers 
went into the wilderness and created danc-
es on sight. 

When the environment changes, the 
dancer’s movements change with it. 

“I’ve been developing a creative pro-
cess of how experiences of place and 
movement can create and convey these 
experiences to audiences, so they can be 
transported to these places through the 
work,” Morrison said. 

For a performance based on footage 
from the wilderness, Morrison said the 
Montana Theatre was key to transporting 
the audience to these places. She also said 
she’s just happy UM dance gets to perform 
in the theatre after over two years. 

“Coming home to this performance 
space we haven’t been to in a long time is 
really exciting,” Morrison said. “This feels 
like a celebration of dance in this space 
that we love.” 

A CONVERSATION WITH JOHN KERRY
US SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY FOR CLIMATE
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Griz lax relocates to Fort Missoula in weekend win

Montana’s Brody Stevens holds possession during 
the April 1 lacrosse game at Fort Missoula against 
the Northwest Nazarene Nighthawks. Although 
Fort Missoula is five miles from the University, 
it has becomes a venue for college club sporting 
events like lacrosse, frisbee and rugby. 
NATE SANCHEZ | MONTANA KAIMIN

Knox Denning, right, tosses a bean bag with teammate Jake Amend during a game of cornhole against 
friends Alex Hershbine and Nathen Cutler at last Friday’s Grizzly Stomp yard game competition on the Oval. 
ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

The aerial cat’s cradle of UM Lacrosse 
continued as the Grizzlies took on the 
Northwest Nazarene Nighthawks under 
the stadium lights of Fort Missoula on 
April 1.

This isn’t the team’s first venture across 
town, but normally UM plays at fields 
closer to campus. The club squeezes its 
games in between the other sports seasons 
and off-season practices. The team starts 
its season on the soccer field and end it on 
football turf.

“We try and do it on campus, but foot-
ball practice was scheduled till 6 and this 
game was scheduled to start at 6, so rather 
than trying to jockey around that we just 
came out here,” said Tucker Sargent, coach 
and general manager of the UM Lacrosse 
program.

Although Fort Missoula is roughly five 
miles from the University, it sometimes 
becomes a venue for college club sporting 
events like lacrosse, frisbee and rugby. 

“I like this better than the stadium, hon-
estly,” said Connor Irby of the UM Hockey 
team, who attends games to help with tick-
et and merchandise sales. “Sometimes I’d 
rather see a game out here. It’s not pressed 
up against the mountain.”

Throughout the year, lax juggles space 
with the soccer, softball, football and track 
programs. This often means the team has 
inconvenient time slots and sometimes 
have to repaint the fields for a single game. 
But the Fort has recreation fields for many 
different uses and some that are already 
marked for lacrosse.

“I mean, part of me wants to just play all 
our games here,” Sargent said. “It’s a little 
more intimate-feeling than the stadium. I 
mean, it doesn’t have the same spectacle, 
but it feels like there’s more energy.”

UM came out strong and dominated the 
first quarter with three goals by Peter Cur-
ran, a sophomore attackman from Oregon 
who is the season’s current top scorer. 
The Griz outsprinted, overpowered and 
outscored the competition.

Despite the Griz dominance, the Night-
hawks slipped a few goals in. Northwest 

Nazarene is a two-
year-old program and 
not Division I. 

The youth of the 
NNU program also 
means youth in its 
players. The roster 
is all freshman and 
sophomore students, 
save for one junior.

“In the Treasure 
Valley, Lacrosse is 
getting pretty strong,” 
said Scott Hawker of 
Nampa, who came to 
Missoula to watch his 
son, Kolsen Hawker, 
compete against the 
Griz. 

MAX DUPRAS
max.dupras@umconnect.umt.edu

Sports | Rockin’ on up

UM Rocket League launches into nationals
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The Grizzlies are facing new challenges 
with keyboards and mouses as UM’s Rock-
et League esports team is looking to take 
on nationals. 

Rocket League is a gravity-defying video 
game where participants play soccer with 
an added twist: cars. The objective is to 
score more than your opponent in a soc-
cer-style, three-on-three match, with cars 
being the player to move the ball around.

Griz esports took home the Big Sky 
title in a championship matchup against 
Northern Arizona to send them to the na-
tional tournament, its first time attending 
the tournament since the inception of the 
program in 2019.

“I just think that they do such a great 
job of really mastering how they play to 
each other’s strengths and minimize each 
other’s weaknesses. And that is such a 
huge deal,” said Michael Cassens, director 
of UM esports.

The Griz went 14-2 this season, landing 
the second seed in the Big Sky Conference.

After a first-round forfeit of Weber State, 
UM faced Northern Arizona in the finale. 
After a back-and-forth game, the Grizzlies 
took down the number-one-ranked Lum-
berjacks.

The esports program at the University of 
Montana has grown exponentially in terms 
of success and facilities, with a new train-
ing facility in the works and a plethora of 
scholarships for multiple video games.

Cassens has been here since the be-
ginning, working with students to make 
gaming not only fun, but inclusive.

“Our scholarships that we offer are not 
predicated on your competitiveness. It 
never has been. It’s always been, can you 
be part of our team, be what we believe 
in, which is being diverse, equitable, and 
inclusive and then giving back,” Cassens 
said.

Blake Heintzelman, a senior manage-
ment and entrepreneurship major, is 
captain of the UM Rocket League team. 
His start at the program came from a love 
for the game.

“The esports program was a thing for a 
couple of years before I found out about 
it, but they did this promotion. I saw one 
for Rocket League and it was up there for 
like a week. I guess I was like ‘Oh, I play 
Rocket League, let me reach out,’” Heint-
zelman said.

Heintzelman, a Missoula native, started 
gaming late in his life after being 
sidelined from playing high 
school golf due to multiple 
foot injuries.

“I couldn’t get 
out and do stuff 
for months on end 
when that hap-
pened, so gaming 
was a great way to 
waste time and stay 
sane,” Heintzelman 
said.

Video games became 
a way for him to still be 
involved with his friends 
while he was taking a 
physical break from his sport 
of choice. While he didn’t have 
the competitive passion for Rocket 
League, Heintzelman said he enjoyed 
the game and was naturally in tune 
with its fast-paced gameplay.

Heintzelman never intended on going 
much further with his gaming, but the 
newly founded esports program at the Uni-
versity of Montana gave him a way to play 
games and make friends while doing so.

“I think building relationships is the 
biggest thing and you know, with esports 
growing and being in the program here, 
just a lot of opportunities have come up 
and I assume will continue to come up for 
me, which I hope I’m able to take advan-
tage of,” Heintzelman said.

He eventually moved up to captain 
after coaching changes, making him the 
head of the championship unit along with 
his teammates Nick Haggerty and Finn 
Mikkola.

“They’ve been able to play together for a 
couple of years. They also kind of came up 
the ranks a little bit. So that’s been really 
really powerful for them,” Cassens said.

Cassens is looking to grow this program 
with leaders like Heintzelman and make 
the esports program a place for everyone.

“I think it just hasn’t been looked at yet, 
and as it grows, it will become more prom-
inent. And so why not be on the innovative 
and kind of that leading edge of what’s 
happening in this world,” Cassens said.

UM’s esports Rocket League team will 
participate in the Electronic Gaming Fed-
eration National Championship on April 
28. A streaming party will be held for the 
Big Sky champs in the UC Game Room. 
The tournament is online and the first-
round matchup is yet to be decided.

HOLLY MALKOWSKI
holly.malkowski@umontana.edu

UM hosts Oval games with a watercraft reward
Students had the unique chance to win 

a paddleboard on April 1 — and it wasn’t an 
April Fools prank — when Student Life Activi-
ties put on the “Grizzly Stomp.”

Last Friday’s Grizzly Stomp yard game 
competition happened on the Oval, and was 
sponsored by Scheels, a sporting goods store 
that provided the paddleboard. 

“I’m here to support the students putting 
on student-run programs for other students.” 
University of Montana Director of Student 
Engagement Emily Ferguson-Steger said. 
She also oversees the Student Life Activities 
coordinators. 

Student Life Activities is a UM club that 
allows groups of students to plan events 
throughout the year. It focuses on teaching 
leadership, diversity and fun. It puts on Griz-
zly Stomp once in the fall, and now again as 
the weather is getting nicer. 

The yard games consisted of six 30-minute 
rounds of games like washer toss, spikeball, 
cornhole and bocce ball. UM’s Gaming Den 
supplied all of the equipment needed for the 
competition, including rule sheets to keep 
everything fair.

Those who weren’t actively competing 
could play other games like giant Jenga, 
Connect 5 and ladderball. The sunshine and 
warm weather helped bring students outside 
for the event.

“My goal here is to build a friendly, 
competitive engagement where students 
who wouldn’t normally interact are able to 
interact because of the yard games and the 
competition that brings people out to play,” 
the coordinator of this event, Xavier Gonza-
les-Graybill, said. 

Students who signed up alone got paired 
with partners for the games, and teams were 
put against each other randomly to compete. 
The games relied on the students’ honor to 
decide who won at the end of the day. 

The paddleboard was the main prize, but 
each participant received a Scheels hat and 
t-shirt when signing up.

“We love the Griz. We have an awesome 
partnership with them and we thought this 
was a great opportunity to get our name out 
a little bit more,” said Elise Dowling, a UM 
alumni and Missoula Scheels’ social media 
lead. 

Students were excited about the free mer-
ch, but also got the opportunity to get outside 
and enjoy camaraderie and competition with 
their peers.

UM won the game 12-7, which brings 
the team to eight wins and four losses in 
the total season. 

The Grizzly Lacrosse team will compete 
in two final home games of the season, 
both at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. Cen-
tral Washington on April 15, and Western 
Washington on April 16. 
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Gallery | Return of the mules

Mules take the Oval for annual summer kick-off 
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ABOVE: More than 100 people gathered on the Oval for the University’s second annual summer 
kick- off with the Mules on Campus event. “Hands-on is the hallmark of UM,” said Becka Sim-
mons, the associate director of UM Summer and pre-college programs dedicated to providing 
courses over the summer. “It’s just a really great opportunity for us to reach out to students.”

ABOVE: UM President Seth Bodnar 
greets Connell and his horse on the 
Oval. The mules are used by the U.S. 
Forest Service to help promote UM’s 
15 summer programs. The programs 
are open to all students and 
features two courses spanning from 
four weeks to five days of packing 
in the Bob Marshall Wilderness 
during the summer.

LEFT: Julia Kocubinski, left, and 
Mabel Phillipe pet the leading horse 
at the meet-the-mules event. Fam-
ilies were able to pet and interact 
with the animals. While mules are 
smaller than horses, the mule has 
greater strength and endurance for 
its size, and are famous for their 
packing abilities.

ABOVE: Robin Connell with the U.S. Forest Service leads a pack of mules around campus on his horse 
during the Mules on Campus event. The U.S. Forest Service Northern Region Pack Train made their way 
toward the Oval on March 29. 
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