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By MICHAEL FRETT

Independent Staff

MILTON – The Friends of North-
ern Lake Champlain (FNLC), a 

water quality advocacy group based 
out of Franklin County, is expand-
ing its scope toward Milton, a soft 
expansion that the organization’s 
chair said made “total sense.”

“It’s always been a topic with our 
organization as to how big an area 
we cover,” said longtime FNLC chair 
Kent Henderson, who explained the 
organization has long had a habit of 

steady expansion from its original 
focus on Missisquoi Bay.

“Once we learned what the real 
problems were, we expanded to 
the whole northern area,” he said. 
“It makes total sense to be working 
with Milton, too.”

The group had hinted toward in-
cluding Milton in its coverage area 
during FNLC’s annual meeting last 
November, with Henderson telling 
members of the organization “we’re 
sneaking south a little bit.”

Speaking with the Independent 
last week, Henderson described the 

expansion only as a soft extension 
of the group’s reach, with no formal 
projects currently planned for Mil-
ton.

But there is now a member of the 
Milton public on FNLC’s govern-
ing board – Emily Porter-Goff – and 
Henderson said the organization 
would be happy to start working 
with parties in Milton who’d be in-
terested.

Henderson acknowledged there 
were other organizations that 

FNLC eyes soft expansion toward Milton
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Longtime Friends of Northern Lake 

Champlain chair Kent Henderson 

addresses the water quality group 

during its annual meeting in 2018.
»See FNLC, page 4
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Hunger hits people of all ages and 
sizes.

In her role as executive director of 

the Milton Family Community Cen-
ter, Vikki Patterson has witnessed 
that first hand.

“If often goes invisible,” she said. 
“You could have someone living 

right next door to you who is food 
insecure and not even know it.”

The center operates the Milton 
food shelf, where they see everyone 
from seniors to families with young 
children.

Last year, the shelf provided food 
to 512 individuals. Some of those 
only came for help only once, while 
others came regularly. That doesn’t 
count the 233 people who were 

helped by the Thanksgiving food 
drive.

Typically, the food shelf, which is 
open five days per week, aids 75 to 
150 households in a month. Those 
who cannot get to the center during 
open hours either because of trans-
portation struggles or work com-
mitments can call the center and 

‘Easy way to make a difference’
Food shelf provides year-round help

»See GIVING, page 4
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Stones now line some of Milton’s steepest roadway edges and colorful paintings 
decorate catch basins.

Those are just part of the town’s effort to reduce it’s impact on Lake Champlain. 
Although the stretches of Lake Champlain along Milton’s western edge haven’t been 
plagued other parts of the lake, the town has role to play in its clean up.

Like other Chittenden County towns, Milton is 
subject to an MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sew-Milton does its part

Cleaning up 
Lake Champlain
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Lake Champlain as seen from Milton’s Eagle Mountain Harbor Road.

»See LAKE, page 3


