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INDEPENDENT STAFF

Get ready for an explosion of twinkling lights, plastic reindeer, and holiday 
cheer — Milton Recreation is holding a holiday decorating contest for busi-

nesses and houses.
For the first time, Milton 

Recreation will host a con-
test for community mem-
bers and businesses to go 
all out in holiday decorating 
this season. A maximum of 
24 homes and businesses 
can participate, includ-
ing exterior home holiday 
decorations and business 
interior or exterior holiday 
decorations.

According to Recreation 
Director Kym Duchesneau, 
Miltonians always create 
elaborate light displays 
during the holiday season, 
but after seeing some of the 
photos from a similar con-
test in St. Albans, she was 
excited to replicate the dec-

Lights, lights, lights
Milton Rec holds holiday decorating contest
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Holiday Decorating 
Contest for Home 

and Business 

 

Catch the holiday spirit and share your creativity! Milton Recreation invites you to join the fun 
by going all out in decorating for the holiday season. Each eye catching display will be judged, 

with the top three homes and businesses receiving a fun prize and bragging rights.
Looking forward to a cheery and bright holiday season in Milton!

Dates: Contest entry deadline Tue, Dec. 10. Judging will take place Tue & Wed, Dec. 17 & 18. 
Fee: House exterior: $5/contest entry. Business interior/exterior: $20/contest entry. 
Register by visiting miltonvt.gov/recregister
Sponsored in part by: The Milton Business Association

By MICHAEL FRETT

Independent Staff Writer

For the first time in recent memory, women are heading 
two of the area’s largest veterans’ groups.

Earlier this year, St. Albans’s Melody Thibault and Milton’s 
Dot Melton took charge of the local branches of the Ameri-
can Legion and the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) re-
spectively, making Thibault only the second woman to head 
the local Legion post in its 100 years of history and Melton 
the first to lead the area’s VVA.

Thibault, recently elected the Commander of the Ameri-
can Legion’s Green Mountain Post 1 based here in St. Albans, 
served in the U.S. Army’s communications centers overseas, 
including a post in the Central Highlands of Vietnam and 
postings in Germany.

Afterwards, she also served with a Vermont National 
Guard unit headquartered in St. Albans and formally joined 
the American Legion, where she was originally a longtime 
auxiliary member due to her father’s service.

Melton, now the president of the St. Albans-based Chapter 
753 of the VVA, served as a photographer in the U.S. Navy 
during the years leading up to the Vietnam War, working in 
the same photo lab that processed film from spy planes dur-
ing the Cuban Missile Crisis.

She would later continue as a civilian contractor after her 
time spent in the Navy, shooting at several U.S. military in-
stallations to provide photos for U.S. Dept. of Defense records 
and military police reports.

In 1991, with some encouragement from her husband, 
Melton joined the then-nascent VVA Chapter 753.

Melton said her service with the Navy began shortly af-
ter graduating high school, when jobs were few and far be-
tween for someone without any job experience.

“When I was in high school, I took a commercial course 
figuring I’d be a secretary or a receptionist, but when I 
got out of high school and went to look for a job, I got the 
same old story: You can’t get a job if you don’t have experi-
ence,” Melton said. “If nobody will hire you, how do you get 

Women head local veterans organizations
Thibault, Melton share experiences, challenges of service

BEN CHIAPPINELLI/MEssENgEr stAff

St. Albans’s Melody Thibault (left) and Milton’s Dot Melton (right) share memories of their time in 
the service. Thibault and Melton took charge of the local branches of the American Legion and the 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) respectively earlier this year.

By MICHELLE MONROE

Independent Staff

GEORGIA — If everything goes 
smoothly, the southbound exit 

ramp at Exit 18 here may be reopened 
within two weeks, but that is the best 
case scenario, according to Vermont 
Agency of Transportation (VTrans) 
spokesperson Amy Tatko.

The ramp has been closed since 
Nov. 4 when VTRans staff investigat-
ing a sinkhole alongside the ramp no-
ticed the pavement visibly moving as 
a truck passed over it.

There is a “large void and cracking 
in the ramp, so the ramp is deemed 
unsafe for traffic,” said Tatko.

The sinkhole was created by high 
water in the culvert beneath the ramp, 
caused by the Halloween storm, ex-
plained Tatko. The sinkhole, in turn, 
was undermining the road.

There are eight high priority repair 
projects in the region as a result of the 
storm. Repairs to the ramp top that 
project list. A recognition, said Tatko, 
“of the need to get it open as quickly 

as possible.”
Repairs are expected to take at least 

two weeks and cost at least $250,000, 
Tatko said.

The first step is excavating to the 
11-foot wide culvert. Then two large 
pumps will be used to remove wa-
ter from the side before concrete is 
poured. Next a stabilization team will 
come in to keep silt from settling and 
destabilizing the road again.

Finally, the ramp will be repaved 
and the guard rails reinstalled.

No quick fix for Exit 18 ramp
Repairs expected to take two weeks or more

DAvE st. PIErrE

Agency of Transportation staff evalu-
ate conditions at Exit 18 on Nov. 5.

»See VETERANS, page 3

»See LIGHTS, page 4


