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Independent Staff

BURLINGTON — On Friday a jury awarded 
$280,000 to a former Milton High School 

student who was the victim of sexual assault 
by his football teammates in 2012.

The former student, now 21, had sought 
$2.5 million.

The school’s attorney, Pietro Lynn, has in-
dicated the district will not appeal the deci-
sion.

The jury ultimately concluded the school 
had been negligent in not anticipating an 
assault such as the one on the plaintiff could 
occur. The jury initially found that the school 
had not been negligent, but had nonethe-
less awarded damages to the plaintiff. After 
Judge Helen Toor explained that damages 
could only be awarded if the school was 
negligent, the jury returned to the jury room 
and concluded the school had been negli-
gent.

The victim, a freshman at the time, was 
at a team dinner at a home in Milton when 
two teammates dragged him to the base-
ment, pushed him onto a couch and forcibly 
inserted a pool cue into his rectum, over his 
clothing, the lawsuit says. The Independent 
does not name victims of sexual assault 
without their consent.

In 2013, a year after the assault, the plain-
tiff and another teammate were called into 
Milton High School principal Anne Blake’s 
office to discuss rumors about an initiation 
ritual involving broomsticks — a meeting 
Blake told the victim that his parents didn’t 
need to attend, the suit says.

Blake told the plaintiff if the allegations 
were true, she’d have to shut down the foot-
ball program. Fearing retaliation from his 
peers, the plaintiff denied anything hap-
pened, the complaint says. Blake then di-
rected the plaintiff to tell incoming fresh-
men there was no truth to the rumors.

It wasn’t until spring 2014 that a parent 
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The Town of Milton has opted to 
remain a party in a national class 

action lawsuit charging the manufac-
turers and distributors of prescription 
opioids for their role in the opioid epi-
demic.

Milton was initially declared a par-
ty of the suit when a federal judge in 
Ohio, where the nationwide suit is 
being argued, created a “negotiating 
class” including virtually every mu-
nicipality in the U.S. by default.

Milton to remain in historic opioid suit

National suit charges producers, distributors 
for role in epidemic

The Town of Milton has opted to 

remain a member in a nationwide 

lawsuit challenging prescription drug 

manufacturers and distributors for 

their role in the opioid epidemic.

Jury sides with victim of football team assault

School district to pay $280K
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»See ASSAULT, page 4

»See SUIT, page 4
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Milton now has a Stormwater Mas-
ter Plan identifying 65 projects 

around the town which could help re-
duce stormwater flows into the town’s 
streams and rivers and ultimately 
Lake Champlain.

Stormwater carries with it pollut-
ants and nutrients, including phos-
phorous which encourages the growth 
of cyanobacteria, better known as 
blue-green algae, in the lake. Cyano-
bacteria can be toxic for pets, and its 
potential impacts on human health 
are still being researched.

The plan was developed by Fitzger-
ald Environmental of Colchester with 

Town develops stormwater master plan
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Lake Champlain as seen from Milton’s 

»See STORMWATER, page 14


