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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A year of 
challenges didn’t deter the 
Sebring High Class of 2021 
of making it a successful 
senior year and a productive 
and rewarding high school 
experience.

About 315 seniors received 
their diplomas Saturday at 
the Sebring High School 
Graduation Ceremony at the 
Alan Jay Arena. Family and 
friends of the graduates (up 
to six guests for each gradu-
ate) showed their support and 
their proud feelings for the 
graduates.

Sebring High Principal Kim 
Ervin said, “Each year our 
football team has a motto 
that Coach Scott comes up 
with to guide their season. In 
the past he has picked ones 

like “All In,” “Bleed Blue,” and 
“How bad do you want it?”

This year’s motto was, 
“Overcoming Everything.”

“When I think about this 
school year and this class of 
students, I realize how perfect 
this motto was and how it 
not only described what our 
football team would have to 

do, but would also describe 
what our entire school would 
need to do to have a success-
ful school year or a school 
year at all for that matter,” 
Ervin said.

You’ve all overcome so 
much to be here today and 
been willing to do so much 
to have the opportunity to 

attend school face-to-face. 
You’ve had your temperatures 
checked this year more 
times that you probably have 
in your entire life, you’ve 
masked up, gone through 
gallons and gallons of hand 
sanitizer, quarantined and 
COVID tested, she said.

Most importantly, with 
everything going on in our 
world, you’ve stayed united 
and not divided, Ervin said.

“We expect great things 
from each one of you,” she 
said. “We expect that you will 
use your gifts and talents to 
represent yourself and your 
family well and be productive 
members of our society.”

In her address, Ervin said 
this class has once again 
had to deal with the loss of a 
precious classmate.

Sebring High Class of 2021 graduates

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The Sebring High Class of 2021 at the start of their Graduation Ceremony 
on Saturday at the Alan Jay Arena.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Friday’s open-air 
Avon Park High School graduation 
gave the class of 2021 students and 
parents room to spread out and 
celebrate a bit more at the end.

After turning their tassels, 
students tossed their caps before 
preparing to enjoy their newfound 
freedom. Alex Austin San Miguel in 
his “Class History” speech, recalled 
that they arrived at high school as 
freshmen, thinking they would get 
to do so much more than they had 
before then.

“It turns out, we couldn’t do that 
until this night,” San Miguel said.

He recalled how they spent a 
whole day outside — “Right over 
there,” he said, pointing to the 
northwest corner of the field — be-
cause someone wanted to blow up 
the school.

He also extolled the virtues of 
school-issued Chromebook laptop 

Class of 2021 
turns tassels, 

tosses caps
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APHS graduate Aiana Joline Redding stifles 
tears of joy after learning, only after 
turning around to see she was the last 
one standing, that her name got drawn to 
receive this year’s ‘Autos for As’ giveaway: 
A black 2020 Kia Rio with ‘Red Devil’ red 
pinstripe. 

By ROBERT MILLER
SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR

SEBRING — The last Monday in May 
each year is set aside as a day to honor 
those men and women who have given 
the ultimate sacrifice for our country 
and died while in service to the United 
States military. Memorial Day became an 
official federal holiday back in 1971, but 
the traditions of decorating the graves 
of fallen soldiers goes back further than 
that.

One such tradition, the poppy, can be 
traced back to a poem by Colonel John 
McCrae, a surgeon with Canada’s First 
Brigade Artillery during World War I.

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow
In Flanders fields.
McCrae joined 18,000 Canadian 

soldiers near Ypres, Belgium in April 
1915 during the Second Battle of Ypres, 
which lasted for six weeks. During this 
battle, the Germans launched their 
first large-scale poison gas attack of the 
war. The poem was an expression from 
McCrae of the grief he felt at the “row on 
row” of soldiers’ graves that littered the 
battlefield.

In Flanders 
fields

This Memorial Day, programs are planned at 
the American Legion Post 69 in Avon Park at 
1 p.m. and Lakeview Memorial Gardens will 
have their 9th annual Memorial Day Ceremony 
and Cookout starting at 9 a.m.
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STAFF REPORT

The Florida Department of Health 
is taking Memorial Day weekend 
off from reporting on the state’s 
COVID-19 numbers, which are 
hitting some pandemic lows.

States reported 20,575 new cases 
on Friday, which is a decrease of 
7,050 from the previous Friday, and 
brings the seven-day average down 
to 20,390, which is a 22% decrease 
from just a week ago.

There were 623 deaths reported, 
a decrease of 103 from last Friday. 
The seven-day average for deaths is 
now 492, which is down 14% from a 
week ago.

The seven-day average for testing 
dropped below 1 million at 992,539 
and the country’s positivity rate is at 
a pandemic low of 2.05%.

Hospitalizations and ICU cases 
are both down more than 10% from 
a week ago.

Among states that did report on 
Saturday, the California Department 

COVID 
numbers 

continue to 
drop
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We are Free...

Because of
    the Brave!

remembering those who have died for our freedom
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Welcome to your community bank for responsive, personal service 

where a person always answers the phone and can connect you 

with business professionals who can make a difference for you. 

YOU CALL. 
A PERSON ANSWERS. 

WOW.
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