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County to hear from Waste Connections
Public Safety to present Risk Prevention plan
By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER
SEBRING — County
commissioners will hear
arguments from Waste
Connections officials
on the accusations of
violating their garbage
hauling contract with the
county.

Before that, however,
commissioners will
hear from Public Safety
Director Marc Bashoor
on a possible Community
Risk Prevention program
to help prevent the
number of times people
have to depend on 911
services.
Bashoor, in his

presentation, suggests
that cooperation between
Highlands County Fire
Rescue, the Health
Department, local hospitals and the Highlands
County Fire and EMS
Foundation might help
create programs to
educate residents and
businesses on ways to

reduce their health and
safety risks, thus reducing
the dangers that could
result in 911 emergency
calls.
Waste Connections,
meanwhile, had a request
to talk with county commissioners and present
their case regarding a
determination made by

County Administrator
Randy Vosburg, deeming
the company an “habitual
offender” with regard to
the obligations of their
contract.
In a letter to the company on May 7, Vosburg
said he’d reviewed
documents from the
Engineering Department

about the companies
activities, and found that
the company had defaulted often and regularly on
conditions of its franchise
agreement with the county. Under Section 13.4 of
the agreement, he said,
those actions constituted
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To honor our nation’s fallen
Crowd gathers for Memorial Day service
AMANDA FERNANDEZ/CORRESPONDENT

Family members are excited to see their seniors
walk to the stage to get their diplomas.

Lake Placid
seniors told to
follow their
dreams
By AMANDA FERNANDEZ
CORRESPONDENT
LAKE PLACID — On Saturday, May
29th, the Lake Placid High School held
its 2021 commencement ceremony.
The graduation was located at Roger
Scarborough Stadium and started at
8:30 p.m. Gates were opened at 7:30 p.m
to allow family and friends to grab their
seats. While waiting, people excitedly
chatted about their graduates whilst
holding bouquets, balloons and thoughtful signs. A few families even came in
matching shirts featuring the graduate’s
face. LPHS Principal Kevin Tunning said,
“This is the first time that students have
that delayed gratification come to fruition
for 12 to 13 years of hard work, finally
pays off.”
No one perhaps was more excited
than the graduates themselves as they
gathered in the bleachers behind the
field. Showcasing smiles and hugging one
another as their chapter of being a high
school student was coming to a close.
Staff helped students with the finishing
touches of their gowns and basked in
their presence one last time.
Senior Amin Mohammad Hifuh wasn’t
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SHARON WEATHRHEAD/CORRESPONDENT

Visitors pause for a moment in the ‘Garden of Honor’ at Lakeview Memorial Gardens.
By SHARON WEATHERHEAD
CORRESPONDENT

SHARON

W E AT H R H E A D /
CORRESPONDENT

The Sebring High School Junior ROTC
presented Colors at the Memorial Day
service at Lakeview Memorial Gardens on
Monday.

SEBRING — Lakeview Memorial
Gardens hosted its Memorial Day
Ceremony on Monday morning. A
large crowd attended under the tents
set up in the back.
Anthony Folkner, pastor at Barefoot
Ministries, gave the invocation.
“I was a Navy Corpsman and am
a military veteran. I love doing this
event every year due to the involvement of so many people who care,” he
said.
June Jackson and Sheri Spangler
attended the event. Both of their
husbands were in the military.
“My husband Mike was in the Air
Force,” Jackson said. “We wrote a lot
of letters when he was in Korea. It’s
fun to note that he went in at 17 and
finished his duty when he was 21.
After the war, we went to Kinross AFB

in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.”
“My husband, Rodney Mutehler,
was in the Navy during the Vietnam
War,” Spangler said. “He did a lot of
different things. His military newsletter was ranked #1 in America.”
Resplendent in his decorated uniform, GYSGT Kevin C. DePuy attended
with his wife, Melody.
“I was operations chief with Air
Traffic Control during Desert Storm,”
DePuy said. “My crowning moment
was when I was responsible for the
Kuwait National Airport.”
Larry Thompson, with Lakeview
Memorial Gardens, gave the welcome
message, which was followed by
the invocation by Folkner and the
Presentation of the Colors by the
Sebring High School AF JROTC.
The national anthem was sung
by Kristin Farless and the Pledge of
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Jackson takes part in leaders conference
average. He has participated in a
junior bowling league since the
SEBRING — This summer,
age of 7 and plans to join the high
Isaiah Jackson from Sebring will
school team next year.
join outstanding middle school
Isaiah is a Boy Scout with a rank
students from across the nation to of First Class and a member of
take part in a unique academic and Troop 156 in Avon Park, Florida.
career-oriented development expe- He was also chosen and will be atrience, the Junior National Young
tending the Boy Scouts of America
Leaders Conference (JrNYLC) in
National Youth Leadership Training
Washington DC.
this summer in Lake Wales, Florida.
JrNYLC is one of the Envision by
His favorite academic subject
WorldStrides family of programs
is science with a specific interest
(www.envisionexperience.com)
in astronomy. He was one of two
that enable students to explore
eighth-graders who received an
their interests and experience
Outstanding Science Student
learning beyond the classroom.
Award this school year. He aspires
Isaiah was nominated in the
to work for NASA someday.
summer of 2019 to attend the con“As an alumna of Envision myference by Caitlyn Portis, his sixth
self, I am excited for Isaiah to meet,
grade history teacher at Hill-Gustat work, and collaborate with other
Middle School. He was originally
high-aspiring students from across
scheduled to attend the summer of the country,” said Amanda Freitag
2020. The conference was canceled Thomas, SVP for Envision. “Hands
that summer due to COVID 19 and down, my favorite part of attending
was rescheduled to this summer.
an Envision program was being
Isaiah is a member of the
with motivated students in an
National Junior Honor Society,
environment designed to help us
is enrolled in advanced classes,
challenge our assumptions, meet
and maintains a 3.8 grade point
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new people, and grow. Creating
that same learning environment is
a central focus for all of our programs. At JrNYLC, students build
the confidence and skills needed to
excel in high school, college, and
the workplace. They learn how to
adapt to and communicate in new
situations, to new challenges, and
with new people, which, given how
rapidly the world is changing due
to technology and innovation, are
essential skills for success.”
For over 35 years, Envision by
WorldStrides has empowered
extraordinary students to become
their best selves through programs
that enable them to discover their
passion, explore a career, and
positively impact their world. In
2018, Envision became part of the
WorldStrides family. The largest
provider of educational travel and
experiences in the United States,
WorldStrides works with over
50,000 educators each year to help
more than 550,000 students see the
world – and themselves – in new
ways.
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Isaiah Jackson, of Sebring, will join other middle school
students from across the nation this summer in a unique
academic and career-oriented development experience, the
Junior National Young Leaders Conference (JrNYLC) in Washington DC.
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