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Two Highlands County firefighters dig out and soak a hot spot 
at the Highlands County Landfill on Sunday. By the end of the 
day, Highlands County Fire Rescue, with assistance from landfill 
personnel, had fought a fire on the mound for two-and-a-half 
days.

District’s Code of Student Conduct being revised
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The proposed updating of The School 
Board of Highlands County’s Code of Student Conduct 
includes a policy in the area of school bus transpor-
tation and addresses student conduct for Highlands 
Virtual School students.

The Transportation Department’s proposed 
changes are aimed at student safety, stating it is the 
Transportation Department’s policy that kindergarten 
students or students transported on special transpor-
tation school buses shall be released at the bus stop 
to a parent, guardian, or authorized adult from the 
Skyward Student database.

Parents/guardians will come to the bus to receive 
their students to avoid students going to the wrong 
vehicle or misidentifying vehicles that result in the 
student being left alone at the bus stop, the draft copy 
of the Code of Conduct states.

Elementary age students (first grade through fifth 
grade) and secondary students are allowed to be dis-
missed from the school bus without a parent, guard-
ian, or authorized adult present, unless the parents 
have communicated they do not want their student 
released without parent, guardian, or authorized adult 
present.

“If parents of students have been at the bus stop 
consistently during the a.m. and p.m., but they are 
missing one day. We will not release the student as a 

precaution for the student’s safety. The student will 
be returned to the school,” according to the proposed 
changes to the Code of Student Conduct.

A proposed addition to the Code involves conduct 
and consequences for Highlands Virtual School (HVS) 
students.

“Although a majority of the instructional programs 
are delivered online, there are occasions when stu-
dents also report face�to�face to school facilities such 
as is required for administration of state assessments. 
The Principal reserves the right to determine appro-
priate consequences to be imposed upon a student 
for any infraction of the Code of Conduct, including 

Garbage in; fire out
No delays expected from landfill fire

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Garbage 
customers shouldn’t ex-
pect any delays in pickup 
this week.

County Engineer 
Clinton Howerton Jr. 
said the weekend’s 
fire at the Highlands 
County Landfill not only 
shouldn’t delay garbage 
collection, it also doesn’t 
appeared to have dam-
aged the leachate col-
lection and recirculation 

system, which helps draw 
seepage and flamma-
ble gas off the landfill 
while recirculating fluid 
through the garbage to 
help it decompose.

At the end of Sunday, 
Highlands County Fire 
Rescue had spent nearly 
60 hours straight hitting 
the landfill with hoses 
and foam concentrate 
and using landfill excava-
tion equipment to reach 
deep-seated hot spots.

They only had one 
medical emergency 

during the operation: 
a firefighter taken by 
Medic Unit 17-1 to a local 
hospital for apparent 
eye abrasion from flying 
debris. Smoke from the 
landfill fire off Arbuckle 
Creek Road, between 
Sebring and Lorida, 
spread far and wide, 
clearly detectable on the 
breeze several miles away 
in West Sebring.

County officials report-
ed Monday morning that 
even after two-and-a-half 
days of fighting the fire, 

the landfill still has a few 
deep-seated hot spots 
that officials are monitor-
ing. Firefighters left water 
supply lines in place, just 
in case the landfill mound 
catches fire again.

Meanwhile, Fire Rescue 
is working with both the 
Engineering and Solid 
Waste Departments to ex-
amine best practices and 
come up with changes to 
prevent such a fire in the 
future.

County sees 
just 3 new 

COVID cases
Staff Report

Highlands County saw just three 
new cases of COVID-19, according to 
Sunday’s numbers released by the Florida 
Department of Health. All three cases 
were adults between the ages of 25-44.

The three new cases bring the county’s 
total to 8,729, with 8,632 being resident 
cases and the remaining 97 non-resident 
cases.

There were 86 resident tests processed 
on Sunday, with the three positive tests, 
which yielded a positivity rate of 3.49% 
for the day.

The state is showing no increase of 
deaths for the county, which keeps the 
total at 363.

The state shows there were 12 vaccines 
given in the county on Sunday, although 
it typically takes several days for all of 
the numbers to come in from various 
locations.

So far, there have been 45,548 people 
in the county vaccinated, according to 
FDOH. There have been 11,804 people to 
have received the first dose and 33,744 to 
have gotten both shots in the series.

In the state, there was an increase 
of 1,602 cases, bringing the total to 
2,311,941 cases. There have been 
2,268,729 cases involving residents and 
43,212 non-resident cases.

The state processed 42,694 resident 
tests and had 41,092 negative tests, which 
resulted in a positivity rate of 3.75%, mak-
ing it two straight weeks with a positivity 
rate under 5%.

There were an additional 28 deaths 
reported, which raises the overall total 
to 37,235, of which 36,501 have been 
resident deaths and 734 have been 
non-resident deaths.

Vaccinations in the state were the 
lowest they have been in the last two 
weeks, with FDOH reporting 15,215 doses 
given on Sunday, although that number 
will likely increase some over the next few 
days.

There have now been 10,035,446 mil-
lion people in Florida to have been vac-
cinated, with 7,995,844 having received 
both doses and 2,039,602 people having 
received the first dose.

The U.S. is approaching the 50% vac-
cination mark, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, as 

Avon Park cadets take flight

Learn Eastern style of farming
Special to Highlands News-Sun
COURTESY APHS AFJROTC

AVON PARK — On a recent Saturday, 
cadets from the Avon Park High School 
(APHS) Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (AFJROTC) 
drone team took to the skies and 
completed overfly missions at Hari-
OM Chandra Farmland off Butler 
Road in Avon Park. The purpose of the 
flights was to give the cadets real field 
experience in mapping a farm with 
the intent to analyze the photographs 
taken.

The cadets were actively engaged in 
the overall process, completing three 
flights of the 10-acre farm. They will 
use the PIX4D software donated by the 
Highlands Soil & Water Conservation 
District to produce a large mosaic 
map and a red, green and blue (RGB) 
highlighted map to begin their study 

of photogrammetry, a process of 
recording, measuring and interpreting 
photographic images. By flying their 
missions at varying altitudes, the 
cadets can develop maps of varying 
resolutions to try and understand the 
condition and health of vegetation, 
water sources and other terrain 
features.

After the drone flights, Hemchand 
Tularam, the farm owner, gave the 
cadets a tour of the Eastern style of 
farming. They learned about different 
trees and plants working symbioti-
cally to support each other’s growth 
and survival. They also learned the 
medicinal effects of different plants. 
As they went around the farm, many 
of the cadets took the opportunity 
to sample the crops straight from 
the source. As Tularam explained the COURTESY PHOTO

Cadet Bryce Baker eats some of the raw 
foliage on the Hari-OM Chandra Farmland.
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Cadets from the APHS AFJROTC drone team took took to the skies on May 15 and completed overfly missions at Hari-OM Chandra Farmland in 
Avon Park. From left: Cadet Eric Tularam (back to camera), Cadet Autumn Setzer, Cadet Bryce Baker, Cadet Zantone Jackson (back row) and 
Cadet Alana Rowan.
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