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District prepping plans for grades 2-5 summer school
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Parents are being sur-
veyed by The School Board of Highlands 
County to determine their interest for 
summer school for students currently in 
grades 2 through 5.

Assistant Superintendent of 
Elementary Programs Anne Lindsay 
said the deadline for the survey is today, 
but thus far there are 164 students 
whose parents want to register for ei-
ther the teacher-led program or flexible 
teacher-supported summer program.

Both programs are virtual/online 
programs.

The split is about 50/50 with half 
opting for the daily morning structured 
time with the teacher online and the 
other half utilizing iReady during their 
own time schedule.

By Monday, they will review the num-
bers from the parent survey to align 
instructional personnel to the students, 
Lindsay said.

The district had already advertised 
for its typical summer school so they 
already know which teachers are inter-
ested, she noted.

Lindsay said word has been out for a 
few weeks about it so she doesn’t expect 
many more parents to sign up their 
children at this point.

“If we get 200, that was kind of my 
goal was to have about 200 involved, so 
I think we will probably get that many,” 
she said.

The online summer school will run 
from June 1-19 with the district collect-
ing the Chromebooks the week after the 
conclusion of summer school.

There will be no third-grade reading 
camps this year because nobody had to 
take the Florida Standards Assessments, 

Lindsay said.
In typical school years, third-grade 

students with low scores on the reading 
FSA are recommended for the summer 
reading camps.

Lindsay said third-graders can partic-
ipate in virtual summer school.

“We will not be serving a separate 
migrant [summer] program because not 
all of our early childhood students have 
access to a laptop [computer],” she said. 
So the virtual summer school is being 
offered for grades two through five be-
cause they already have a Chromebook 
[provided by the district].

Highlands 
virus cases 
now at 103 
with 43,210 

statewide
By RUTH ANNE LAWSON

STAFF WRITER

The number of positive COVID-19 
cases in Highlands County increased by 
three as of the Thursday morning update. 
Highlands now has a total of 103 con-
firmed positive cases. The total hospital-
izations are 34 with 33 residents and 1 
non-resident. 
The number 
of deaths 
remains at 8.

The first 
positive case 
reported in 
Highlands 
County was on 
March 21.

Statewide, a total of 43,210 cases have 
been confirmed with deaths reaching 
1,875.

The total number of tests administered 
as of Thursday in Highlands County is 
2,191 with 2,087 negative tests results of 
which 53 are non-Florida residents. One 
result has come back inconclusive and 
seven are waiting for results. The percent 
of positive cases is 4.7%.

At Wednesday’s COVID-19 testing 
event at the Highlands County health 
department, health officials were able to 
test over 140 people. Three more testing 
events are coming up:

- Tuesday, May 19 from 9-11 a.m. at 
the Lake Placid Camp and Conference 
Center, 2665 Placid View Drive in Lake 
Placid

- Thursday, May 21 from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Florida Department of Health Highlands 
County, 7205 S. George Blvd., in Sebring

- Tuesday, May 26 from 7-11 a.m. at 
Memorial Elementary School, 867 S. 
Memorial Drive, in Avon Park

Testing is free, and no insurance is 
required. Individuals wanting to be tested 
for COVID-19 must be 18 or older. Health 
officials will test as many people as they 
can at each event.

If you have questions, call 
863-386-6040.

Of the 103 positive cases in Highlands 
County, 102 are residents and 1 non-res-
ident. The cases include 51 male and 51 
females, ranging from ages 0 to 85, with a 
median age of 55.

The total number of positive cases in 
Florida increased by 808 pushing the 
state to 43,210 confirmed cases; 1,172 
of those are non-Florida residents. The 
total number of deaths increased by 48, 
bringing the total to 1,875. Those deaths 
occurred in Calhoun, Charlotte, Collier, 
Miami-Dade, Hendry, Hillsborough, Lee, 
Manatee, Palm Beach, Pinellas, Polk, 
Putnam, St. Johns and Suwanee counties.

FDOH is releasing details of ethnicity 
and race regarding the positive cases in 
each of the state’s 67 counties.

Highlands County’s cases by ethnicity 
are 32 Hispanic, 61 non-Hispanic and 
nine unknown/no data. The cases by race 
are 57 white, 24 black, 19 other and two 
unknown/no data.

Several residents commute to sur-
rounding counties. Just to the north, in 

Fire destroys  
Mobile Home Depot 

Firefighter sustains minor injuries
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Massive black plumes of 
smoke billowed over U.S. 27 as flames 
tore through Mobile Home Depot 
at 4532 U.S. 27 on Thursday around 
11:20 a.m. Smoke could be seen for 
miles in every direction from the 
source.

Seven employees and one customer 
were evacuated from the store. There 
were no injuries to civilians. One 
firefighter received a minor injury and 
was transported for medical treat-
ment, according to fire officials.

All north and southbound lanes 
were shut down for about three hours 
as multiple crews from Sebring and 
Lake Placid battled the flames. The 
high westerly winds blew the smoke 
over the roads and created challenges 
for firefighters. The southbound lanes 
of U.S. 27 and one northbound lane 
opened just after 3 p.m.

The fire marshal on scene estimated 
the damage at half a million dollars. 

HCFR Chief Marc Bashoor said there 
was so much damage that the insur-
ance company would have to deter-
mine the cause.

Bashoor said the fire started in the 
rear of the building where they believe 
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Firefighters worked against high winds to put out a fire at Mobile Home Depot in Sebring on Thursday.

KATARA SIMMONS/CORRESPONDENT 

Firefighters from multiple stations were needed to put out the blaze at Mobile Home Depot. 
The Thursday morning fire caused U.S. 27 to be shut down for three hours.

See  
Cases by County 

Graphs  
on page A4.
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The massive black clouds of smoke were visible for miles from the Mobile Home Depot.
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