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Santa Rosa owners decline offer to sell 
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
Sebring Historical Society 
made an offer last month 
on the 1920s historical 
Santa Rosa Hotel that has 
been rejected by the own-
ers of SanaRosa Holdings, 
LLC, Anthony Collins 
and David Lyons. The 
society has been looking 
for a larger home to fit its 
artifacts and displays and 
felt the Santa Rosa was a 

good choice.
The Sebring Historical 

Society is currently 
housed behind the 
Sebring library at 321 W. 
Center Ave. The group has 
outgrown its space and 
is stuffed to the rafters, 
according to the board.

The members and 
board liked the Santa 
Rosa because it was a 
historical building with 
lots of room for a muse-
um and a gift shop. Some 
members envisioned 

reopening the restaurant 
and opening some rooms 
to be a bed and breakfast.

The membership sent 
the offer to the owners 
sometime in the second 
week of January and the 
hotel owners responded 
15 days later, declining 
the offer, according 
to Vice President Jim 
Pollard.

“He can still make 
a counter offer but he 
hasn’t done so yet,” 
Pollard said.

The offer given to 
the hotel owners was 
$191,000 in cash and the 
Historic Society would 
assume the two liens 
against the property for 
code violations. At the 
time of the offer, the liens 
totaled $136,000. The 
fines accrue against the 
owners at $100 per day 
for that property.

The current owners 
bought the property in 
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The Santa Rosa may be deteriorating but the Sebring Historical 
Society wants it to renovate and turn it into a showplace. Their 
offer to buy the historical hotel has been denied.

House, Senate 
divided on 
Medicaid 

eligibility issue
By CHRISTINE SEXTON

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — The Republican-
controlled House and Senate are split 
about whether to permanently eliminate 
Medicaid retroactive eligibility for seniors 
and people with disabilities.

The House Appropriations Committee 
on Wednesday approved a bill (HB 5201) 
that would make the change permanent. 
But the Senate wants to extend the 
change for one year, including it in a 
budget “implementing” bill (SPB 2502) 
for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.

Similar to the budget, an implementing 
bill only is good for one year. Under the 
Senate bill, that means the Medicaid 
retroactive eligibility change would expire 
July 1, 2021, if lawmakers don’t extend it 
again next year.

Federal law directs state Medicaid pro-
grams to provide 90 days of retroactive 
coverage to give people time to apply for 
Medicaid following traumatic incidents or 
diagnoses of illnesses. That way, people 
can gather needed information, such 
as proof of age, citizenship, sources of 
income and assets.

But state lawmakers in 2018 agreed to 
change Florida’s policy. Instead of giving 
patients up to three months, the new 
policy requires people to apply for the 
Medicaid program in the same month 
they seek health care; a move that saved 
$104 million.

Lawmakers excluded pregnant women 
and people under age 21, which means 
the change impacts seniors and disabled 
Medicaid beneficiaries.

The change, which required approval 
from the federal Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services, took effect last 
year. The Legislature in 2019 decided to 
continue the policy through July 1, 2020, 
and directed the state Agency for Health 
Care Administration to provide legislators 
with information about impacts of the 
change. That included information on 
the amount of medical debt that patients 
have racked up due to the policy; the 
number of non-pregnant adults who 
applied for Medicaid while in hospitals or 
nursing homes between Feb. 1, 2019 and 
Dec. 6, 2019; and the number of Medicaid 
applications that were approved and 
denied.

But AHCA could not complete the 
study.

Senate Health and Human Services 
Appropriations Chairman Aaron Bean, 
R-Fernandina Beach, filed a bill (SB 52) 
that would make the change permanent, 
as the House has recommended. But 
Bean told The News Service of Florida last 
week that it’s a “harder sell” to make the 
change permanent without having the 

Landfill fire closes facility, 
delays pickup

Alert landfill employee reports fire
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A fire discovered in the 
early morning hours at the Highlands 
County Landfill off Arbuckle Creek 
Road prompted a response from 
multiple firefighting agencies, closing 
the facility to the public and delaying 
garbage collection.

A landfill operator noticed the 
fire at 3 a.m. Thursday, said County 
Project Manager Bob Diefendorf. 
He said they would work all day and 
night, if necessary, to get the landfill 

prepared to reopen this morning.
At about 4:15 p.m. Thursday, Public 

Safety Director Marc Bashoor said the 
crews were just wrapping it up and 
had extinguished the fire.

“We were there for over 12 hours,” 
he said. WWe will turn it back over to 
the Landfill and they will continue 
to monitor it all night. Historically, it 
may flare back up.”

Highlands County Fire Rescue units 
from Desoto City, Highlands Park, 
Leisure Lakes, Lorida, West Sebring, 
and Battalions 1 and 4 responded 
to the scene of the fire, which after 

sunrise was evident from miles away 
due to a large plum of white smoke 
moving toward the east.

Early in the day, Bashoor said, crews 
arrived and found a “fairly advanced 
fire in what was a small area at first.” 
The area is not near a water supply 
as it is a non-hydrant area, he said. 
Crews had been shuttling water from 
a pond onsite to the location of the 
fire.

Fire officials expected a long-term 
operation, as crews on the scene were 
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The trash fire at the County Landfill spews white smoke early Thursday morning.
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Firefighting crews brought in water from a nearby pond in the effort to battle Thursday’s fire at the Highlands County Landfill.
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